Jooboogodoi999t 0
SZFOnooo

L30WBooobobooobooboboobobooboon

. 8u70b- 180D boooubboo
ooboooooooboobooboooooooboooooOooobbooooooobooobooOooon

11030 0nboo1ggon

201001300 00b00oboobo0an
gobbooobooobbuoobbooboboo

JF OO

. ooooi1on
. 0910 o3gn
. 092000500
. o3 oo
. go4po oo
. 091
. 090 01200

The Herschel Society of Japan Yearbook 1999

S Activities of the Society

. 13 March: Took part in the Annual General Meeting and Lecture of the William Herschel
Society, UK.

. 7-18 August: Total eclipse and English tour
Observed the total solar eclipse separately in France and Romania, and visited London and Bath, UK.

. 3 November: The Annual Convention

. 10-13 December: Caroline Tour (1)

Took part in the cloisonné exhibition and lecture held in Naganuma, Hokkaido.
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Newsletter No 90 (January 1999)

MFHeadlines

. The William Herschel Museum in UK and our Society have each home page on the Internet.
William Herschel Society (UK) announced in its Bulletin No 54 (1997 Autumn) opening the
home page of the William Herschel Museum

(http://www.comp.glam.ac.uk/pages/staff/bfjones/herschel/). The opening of this site is also

mentioned.

. 1998 annual convention

Please refer to the Main Article.

. A Herschel's seven-foot telescope
Mr Tsutomu Ishibashi wrote his impressions to see a Herschel's seven-foot telescope in the

Science Museum Exhibition held at the end of July in Tokyo.

. Let's visit Greenwich as well as Bath.
The Society suggests members to have a tour to visit Bath and London for William Herschel
Society's Annual General Meeting and Lecture in 13th March, 1999. Meeting with William

Herschel Society and visiting the William Herschel Museum are included in the tour plan.

JFMain Article

1998 annual convention

Our Society's annual convention was opened at 17:00 on 3rd November in Tokyo. Mr Kimura, the
secretary-general reported recent general activities and visit to the Herschel Museum at the end of
October (further report will appear in next issue). Mr Shigehisa reported Herschel Concert in Japan
Amateur Astronomers' Conference, which had been held for the last time. Mr Narita talked about the
Herschel's star observation meeting. Then we discussed activities plan for next year, including the tour
to UK in March. The Society will issue six newsletters a year as in the past and will also intensively
carry out visits to astronomical facilities in Japan and Herschel's star (Uranus) observation meetings,

etc.

After taking a break, we attended "The Soirée of Commemorative Lecture on Culture Day and


http://www.comp.glam.ac.uk/pages/staff/bfjones/herschel/

Planetarium™ which started at 19:00 in Sunshine Planetarium. Dr Nagasawa gave a lecture on "the
Leonid meteor shower before dawn on 18th November". Then we enjoyed the autumn program of "the
miracle of Leonids". We would like to express our thanks to Mr Fujii, the manager of the planetarium

and a member of the Society.

English translation by Tatsuro Kimura




Newsletter No 91 (March 1999)

MFHeadlines

. Web sites on Herschel
Mr Yukio Nakamura, a member of the Society introduces this home page. He also introduces

other web sites related to Herschel, including the William Herschel Museum.

o http://www.seds.org/messier/xtraZsimilar/herschel.html

o http://www.willbell.com/software/hypersky/herschel.html

. Trip to Bath: meet Mrs. Hilliard & Mrs. Sims; talk to WHS's chief & visitor

Please refer to the Main Article.

. "DO THEIR BEST TO LEAVE THE WORLD WISER THAN THEY FOUND IT"
A question to the Society what is the source of the above words John Herschel wrote to a friend
of his

. Nobuko lizawa - "Cloisonné Ware from the Northern Country" exhibition
Exhibition of Ms Nobuko lizawa's cloisonné works, which was held with popularity in Tokyo
last summer, will be held in Hiroshima and Tsudanuma as well.
o 4th to 9th February - at Maruzen Hiroshima Hondohri Gallery
o 10th to 16th March - at Maruzen Tsudanuma 3F Gallery

JF Main Article

Trip to Bath: meet Mrs. Hilliard & Mrs. Sims; talk to WHS's chief & visitor

S. Kimura

English translation by Tatsuro Kimura

Last autumn | made a six full day trip to UK to fulfill my promises which | had postponed for more
than half a year from last spring, and finished the pending matters. Just after my arrival to the airport it

was surprising for me that the intercity train by which it takes only fifteen minutes to London.

| departed from Narita at 11:00 on 28th October and in sixteen hours (at 18:00 in the same day, due to

the time difference) | could put up at my usual hotel in Bath in more than one hundred kilometer


http://www.comp.glam.ac.uk/pages/staff/bfjones/herschel/
http://www.seds.org/messier/xtra/similar/herschel.html
http://www.willbell.com/software/hypersky/herschel.html

distance to the west from the capital. It was a pleasant start of the trip.

Around the noon on 29th | visited Mrs Hilliard, whose husband Dr L Hilliard (death on 17th January,
1997) bought Herschel House to donate to the Society. She celebrated her ninety-fifth birthday and
stayed in a nursing home. Mrs Hilliard welcomed me in a warmly sunlit room and was very fine as a
sister told me over the phone when | rang her at nine o'clock in the morning. We were pleased to meet
again after one year and a half and enjoyed a full-course lunch which started with soup. She told "He
passed away with a really splendid smile. It was my first time to see a person passed away with a
smile." so repeatedly that parting from her husband seemed still unforgettable for her. | asked Mrs
Hilliard to keep writing about lives of Dr and Mrs Hilliard, who used to buy Tower related to a
distinguished writer W Beckford to donate to the preservation trust as well, for publishing in our
newsletter successively to No 80. (I believe her note in page 1 about scattering of ashes of Dr Hilliard,
etc. is worth being recorded forever). | expect to be carried out. | presented her a combined book (No
48 to 85) and she was ready to give me a recently published biography of the above writer "William
Beckford" written by Timothy Mow!I (published by John Murray, 1998). We firmly promised to meet
again and | left past 13:00. She herself kindly called a taxi for me.

At two o'clock on 30th | met Mrs Sims, whose husband Mr Sims (death on 21st September, 1995) was
an excellent editor of W Herschel Society, in Platz Hotel and presented her a combined book (No 48 to
85). Mrs Sims longingly browsed through related articles and told me that she seemed as if she could
hear typing sound her husband had made late at night everyday even after his death. She showed me
numbers of photos of the beautiful garden blooming all over in her good treatment, saying with a smile

that gardening was the best healing.

At three o'clock in the afternoon of the same day | visited Herschel Museum continuously from
yesterday in the purpose of discussion with Mr D Phillips, the new editor of the Society, and Mrs D
James, a curator. Main agenda of the discussion with Mr Philips was exchanging articles of the
periodicals of both societies (bulletin and newsletter); and 250-year celebration of Caroline Herschel's
birth in 2000 with Mrs James. We agreed to keep discussion to materialize these two plans in the near

future. | look forward to future achievement.

At a quarter past four without a break | went to the royal hospital of rheumatism to meet Prof F Ring,

chief of the Society, and Mr A Maurer, a Swiss amateur astronomer. Prof Ring told me about the future
design of Herschel Museum. (I hope to have a chance to publish it.) Mr Maurer told me that data of all
Herschel's telescopes he had spent long period to investigate thoroughly would be soon competed in a
CD-ROM. He also told me that he had visited Herschels' house "Observatory House" in Slough (which

was demolished in 1961 and a computer company ICL is located in the site now. cf Newsletter No 42)



in 1957 and met descendants of W Herschel living in the house at that time, however he had been
unable to talk with them enough due to his insufficient English and left there in haste. In 1970s He
found the ruined house in Bath where W Herschel discovered Uranus (Herschel Museum at present).
Mr Maurer also told me about his hardships to visit Caroline's tomb in Gartenkirche in Hanover,

Germany as anyone did not know the tomb.

I moved to London on 31st. | enjoyed a short trip to a small village in Cotswold by a sightseeing bus on
1st November and left UK in haste in order to be in time for the annual convention of our society held

on 3rd.




Newsletter No 92 (May 1999)

MFHeadlines

. Whereabouts of Herschel's 7-foot telescopes
Mr A Maurer, a Swiss amateur astronomer completed a catalog of 49 telescopes manufactured

by W Herschel. Please refer to Digital Archive.

. Flora Herscheliana: "Sir John and Lady Herschel at the Cape, 1834 to 1838"

Please refer to the Main Article in below.

JF Main Article

Flora Herscheliana: "Sir John and Lady Herschel at the Cape, 1834 to 1838"

Written by Brian Warner & John Rourke
Published by Brenthurst Press, Johannesburg

(More information is available on the Internet.)
Price £125

| received a brochure of the above new publication from South Africa. Prof Warner is the chair of the
Department of Astronomy of the Capetown University. He, specializing in variable stars, has a
profound knowledge of achievements and lives of John Herschel and others, has written many books
of monographs and organized the symposium and other events celebrating the 200th anniversary of
John Herschel's birth. Dr Rourke is the chief of the National Institute of Botany located in Kirstenbosch

in the suburbs of Capetown.

The late Mr Ishida, the former Chairman of the Society, and other members who attended at these

events from Japan received much assistance especially by Prof Warner and Dr Rourke.
The brochure says about this book as follows:

"While at the Cape, John and his wife Margaret were fascinated by the beauty and variety
of Cape Flora - at that period a large unappreciated asset. John not only developed an
indigenous garden at his home, Feldhausen, but also produced, together with his wife, an

outstanding collection of botanical paintings. These were drawn by John using... the


http://www.pix.za/brentlib/press.htm

camera lucida and painted in watercolour by Margaret. / As most of the paintings are in
private collection... very few have been reproduced, although many of John's camera
lucida landscape drawings... have been published. This book will be the most
comprehensive collection... reproducing in fine detail 112 of the known total of 132
paintings... It also includes some of John's camera lucida drawings of the Cape, among

them several of the garden at Feldhausen, ..."

English translation by Tatsuro Kimura




Newsletter No 93 (July 1999)

MFHeadlines

. Annual General Meeting & Lecture of W Herschel Society on 13th March

Please refer to the Main Article in below.

. Ainsley visits "Baths" around the World
Mr Rob Ainsley, a writer living in Bath, UK is traveling by bicycle places famous for hot springs
around the world and is going to reach Beppu, Japan next April. In Bath a plan to revive the

Roman tradition to enjoy hot springs in the name of "Millennium Hot Spring Project".

Mr Ainsley's home page: http://www.futurenet.co.uk/futurenet/people/RobAinsley/tour

J#Main Article
Annual General Meeting & Lecture of W Herschel Society on 13th March

Annual General Meeting and Lecture of W Herschel Society was held at 17:30 on Saturday, 13th March,
at the Pump Room in Bath. Two members of our Society, Mr Ken'ichi Yamamoto and Mr Seiji Kimura

attended there.
First I introduce a part of "Chairman's Report for 1998" made by the Chairman Prof F J Ring.

"... we shortly expect to announce two publications for the museum, one on Uranus by P
Moore, the other on 'Caroline Herschel as a Musician' by F Brown. The long awaited
Herschel Telescope CD is a few weeks from completion, and we do thank A Maurer for
visiting UK specially with rare photographs which were scanned into the programme.
Our hopes for this CD were delayed due to a change in the volunteer computer student
who has been building the programme. Mr L Styles of the University of Glamorgan is
hoping to have the final form of the CD for printing within 3 months from this meeting. ..
We are also hoping to have a reprint of Caroline Herschel's Memoir in time for the year

2000. ..."

Succeedingly made a financial report and a reelection of the committee members etc. At the end of the

agenda, | made a few minute report in the title of "A Few Words from the H S J (Herschel Society of


http://www.futurenet.co.uk/futurenet/people/RobAinsley/tour

Japan)". Its outline was as follows:

"... Inautumn 1997, our Society and the Japan Amateur Astronomers' Convention held a
Herschel Concert. William's Symphony No 1 and a violin concert were played by the
classical chamber music ensemble of Showa Music College. This delighted the audience,
mainly amateur astronomers who gathered from all over Japan. Here is the CD of the
concert I'd like to present to the William Herschel Society. ... Another important activity
was a series of exhibitions of enamel art created by Ms lizawa, one of our very active
members who lives in the artist village in Hokkaido. In July 1998 or last summer, an
exhibition was held in Tokyo, at the Hall of Maruzen, one of the most famous publishing
companies in Japan. To mark the 250th anniversary of Caroline Herschel's birth, lizawa
has devoted herself to producing enamel souvenirs connected with the lady astronomer.
(Showing a photo) This is a real size photograph | took of her recent masterpiece, a plate
of 11-inches in diameter. Just 3 days ago, another exhibition started at a a Maruzen's

branch hall in Chiba County, absorbing visitors' eyes and hearts.

Now, on our future plan. To commemorate the 250th anniversary of Caroline's, we are to
hold special shows at planetaria (sometime next year) in Tokyo. The exhibits will consist
of Ms lizawa's works, special postage stamps, collected by another member Mr Kagaya in

Akita County and some other objects connected with the Herschels.

Last but not least, let me suggest or recommend that the Herschel Museum (Society) here
plan a special exhibition next year giving our society the honour to assist or join the event.
We could bring (all the way from Japan) some of the above materials. We would like to

share the pleasure of viewing the exhibits here as well as in Japan."

The title of the annual lecture which started at 19:15 on the same day was "the Hubble Space Telescope

and the Evolving Universe" and was presented by Professor Longair of Cambridge.

We had a meeting with Prof Ring on 15th March, two days after the annual meeting and lecture. He
mentioned that they would plan a special exhibition, a memorial lecture, a reunion of the Herschels, etc
around next March sponsored mainly by the Royal Society to celebrate the 250th anniversary of
Caroline Herschel's birth. They will announce these events after discussion with the Committee. He
also made a specific suggestion for us to plan a spot sales of Caroline's commemoration goods in their
special exhibition as well as display of the collection of enamel plates and postage stamps. So |

confirmed with him to submit a list of exhibition works.



English translation by Tatsuro Kimura




Newsletter No 94 (September 1999)

MFHeadlines

. Greenwich, now

News from Greenwich reported by Mr Kimura, the General Secretariat of the Society, who

participated the UK tour last March.
. Let's observe Herschel's planet

A notice on an observation meeting on 16th October
. 1999 total eclipse and English tour

Please refer to the Main Article in below.

JF Main Article

1999 total eclipse and English tour

The total eclipse area will go across the central Europe on 11th August. The total eclipse will keep for
two and a half minutes even at maximum, however, this eclipse raise people's interest very much, as
the eclipse are will go over many major cities and a long time has passed since the last eclipse.
Especially in the UK, the solar eclipse will be seen after four salos cycles. This means it will occur since

1927. We can say that it is an astronomical event as rare as Halley's Comet.

This total eclipse will start on the Atlantic Ocean and will go across the UK, (English Channel), France,
Luxembourg, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, (Black Sea), Turkey, Iraq, Iran and

Pakistan, including major cities such as Luxembourg, Munich and Salzburg, etc.

Although most observation tour groups from Japan will just follow travel agencies' ready-made plan
as usual, we have our original plan to observe the total eclipse in Luxembourg and go to UK in the
return way. "Visit to Greenwich and free time in London, and enjoyment of the local culture and the
countryside scenery in Bath. " - | asked familiar people individually and more than ten people

expressed their intention to participate the tour. We are planning to ask Herschel Museum to let us



take optical instruments made by W Herschel exhibited there in our hand, and observe 2, 3 days' new
moon and Uranus. | am going to discuss with Prof F Ring, Chairperson of William Herschel Society,

the plan of Caroline Herschel exhibition held in Bath in next Spring.

The first group will depart on 7th August and the second group on 9th, two days after. Twelve people

in total will fly on BAG6 at eleven o'clock. We will make reports on this tour in next and following

issues.

English translation by Tatsuro Kimura




Newsletter No 95 (November 1999)

MFHeadlines

. A Knipping's letter to J Herschel

Contained in "Historical Materials on the Herschels" in Digital Archive
. 1999 total eclipse & English tour (2)

Part two of the report on the tour organized by the Society in August
. Visits to National Maritime Museum and London Science Museum

Mr Tsutomu Ishibashi, a member of the Society who participated in the above mentioned tour

made a London report.
. Herschel tour to Hokkaido

A notice on the Herschel tour to attend the memorial exhibition and lecture for Caroline
Herschel held in Naganuma-cho, Hokkaido in December, supported by the Society. Ms Nobuko

lizawa's (a member of the Society) cloissoné works will be exhibited.
. The 15th Annual Convention

The 15th Annual Convention of Herschel Society of Japan will be held on 3rd November in a

meeting room in World Import Mart, Sunshine City in Higashi-lkebukuro, Tokyo.

JF Main Article

A Knipping's letter to J Herschel

Contained in "Historical Materials on the Herschels" in Digital Archive




Newsletter No 96 (December 1999)

MFHeadlines

. Caroline Herschel's comets (1)

A series of articles on the observation circumstances of Caroline Herschel's finding comets. Part
one in this issue mentions to 1790H1 of her fourth comet, with quotation from a letter from Dr

Ichiro Hasegawa, a member of the Society.
. 1999 total eclipse & English tour (3)
Please refer to the Main Article in below.
. Daguerreotype par Daguerre

The first Japanese translation by Mr Masao Nakazaki (a member of the Society) of "Textbook of
Daguerreotype" written in 1839 by Daguerre, its inventor himself was published from Asahi
Sonorama. A contribution by Mr Tsuneyoshi Fujii, a member of the Society.

. "A letter on the skin furrows of the hand" by W J Herschel

William James Herschel (1833-1917), one of William Herschel's grandchildren, wrote a letter to
propose his idea of the fingerprint recognition to a prison governor of Bengal State, India. A

contribution by Mr Akisato Sato, a member of the Society.
. 1999 convention

1999 convention of Herschel Society of Japan was held on 3rd November. Reports on the

activities in 1999 and discussion on plans in 2000, etc.

S Main Article
1999 total eclipse & English tour (3)

Three members of the Society of Mr Narita, Mr Ishibashi and | visited the Herschel Museum in Bath at

16:00 on 13th August. We met Ms Brown, an information clerk and inspected general exhibition and



closely watched a model of a 7-ft reflecting mirror telescope which was the same type as W Herschel

found Uranus.

At 17:00 Prof Ring, the chairperson of William Herschel Society, came and told us that we were not
permitted to take the reflecting mirror made by Herschel (loaned from an university and exhibited

there) out of its case and have in our hands, though we sent a letter for permission in advance. This
was because they had to prevent any risk to oxidize the mirror and Greenwich suddenly decided to

end their loan of an eyepiece. He felt sorry, but this was beyond their control.

We proposed Prof Ring, who could not observe the eclipse in cloudy France, to watch video Mr
Ishibashi recorded in Romania. He came to Platts' Hotel at once and enjoyed the total eclipse among

clouds on screen together with a few people there.

At 16:00 on 16th, | went the Herschel Museum again and guided our group members (Mr Koizumi and
Mr Shimojo). Then Prof Ring, Ms James of a curator and | had a meeting to discuss the plan of the
memorial exhibition for Caroline Herschel's 250th anniversary. The exhibition will held in the Museum
and its period is under negotiation among the persons concerned. We hope it will be in March as we

planned at the beginning.

A plate of Caroline's portrait and other cloisonné works by Ms lizawa, memorial stamps of Caroline's
portrait in Mr Kagaya's collection, etc. will be offered from Japan for the exhibition. | showed samples

of a brooch and other cloisonné souvenirs and proposed a spot sale of such souvenirs.

English translation by Tatsuro Kimura
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