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The Herschel Society of Japan Yearbook 1998

Activities of the Society

. 28 Oct - 3 Nov: Mr Kimura, the General Secretary visited UK to have meetings with members of
the William Herschel Society.
. 3 Nov: The Annual Convention

. 8 Nov: Opening of the Society's homepage in the Internet

Newsletters

Issue No 84 (January)
Issue No 85 (March)
Issue No 86 (May)

Issue No 87 (July)

Issue No 88 (September)

Issue No 89 (November)
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Newsletter No 85 (March 1998)

Headlines

. 150 years since Caroline Herschel's death

Please refer to the Main article of this issue.

. Herschel concert was successful.
A concert mainly of W Herschel's works was held in "Star Festival" in Japan Amateur
Astronomical Conference last autumn. CDs and video tapes of the performance were distributed

and many members wrote to the editor to convey their impressions.

. Main articles of Newsletters (No 46-85)

Newsletter has reached 400 pages in total, and will be published in a combined book.

Main article

150 years since Caroline Herschel's death

200 years since William Lassell's birth next year

Kimura, Secretary of the Society

(Translation to English by Tatsuro Kimura)

As you know, it was in 9th of January, 1848 when the excellent astronomer of 98-year long
life, Caroline Herschel died. The 150th anniversary of her death will come this year, but
250th anniversary of her birth will come only in 2 years, and some might think a
commemorative activities could be held in 2 years later. Although we could not discuss
this subject enough, the Society is going to conduct or support such activities according to
members' ideas. Any ideas are welcome. | hope | can come across good ideas in the

annual conference of British William Herschel Society held in this March.

Talking of anniversaries, British amateur astronomer who we introduced in the
Newsletters No 65, 69, 73 and some other issues, William Lassell will celebrate the 200th
anniversary of his birth next year. Lassell was born in 7 years after John Herschel's birth,
and was grown up in rich family similarly to Herschel. Lassell searched a place with good

night sky and endeavour to observe faint astronomical objects with a telescope of his own



making. His equipment was a reflecting telescope on nasmyth mount, which he carried
from Liverpool, via Marseille to a small island of Malta in the Mediterranean Sea. Malta?
Yes, Malta is a republic which declared independence after the World War 1l. Today direct
flights from London are available every day and they may be more convenient than
flights from Italy neighbouring to Malta, according to time of connection with flights from
Tokyo. In fact, | had an opportunity to stay the island for 3 nights in the end of last year,
and fortunately could meet Mr Edwin Camilleri and other 3 people from Maltese
Astronomical Society. | asked where Lassell had installed his telescope and they
suggested me the place might be on a hill in the old city of the capital Valetta and near the
shore in the new city. We talked about an idea to build a such memorial for Lassell as the
Herschel Memorial in Capetown (cf newsletter No 49), and | am looking forward to

following discussion in the future.

In the meantime, | would like to mention the further future. It is a great event in the
history of astronomy, which will celebrate the 200th anniversary in 1st of January, 2001,
the very first day of the 21st century; the discovery of the asteroid No 1, Ceres. It took

place in Palermo Observatory in Sicily Island in about 100 kilometer distance from Malta.




Newsletter No 86 (May 1998)

Headlines

. Where did William Herschel live? (1)

Please refer to the Main article.

. Herschel's musical works played at JAAC
William Herschel's musical works were played in "Star Festival" in the 30th Japan Amateur
Astronomical Conference in October 1997. Mr Osao Shigehisa, a vice chairperson of the

executive committee and a member of the Society, wrote how he managed the performance.

. The life of John Herschel (12)
No 12 of the serial story of "The Life of John Herschel" edited by Herschel Society of Japan

Main Article

Where did William Herschel live? (1)

A E Fanning

uUntil he finally settled in what later became known as Observatory House in 1786,
William Herschel led a very peripatetic life, seldom remaining in the same house for more
than a few years. Arriving in London penniless, in 1757, he and his brother Jacob lodged
with friends until Jacob returned to Hanover in the autumn of 1759. William, finding
London 'overstocked with musicians', accepted a post in Yorkshire as head of the band of

the Earl of Darlington's private Militia.

Yorkshire

The job at Darlington gave him plenty of time for other pursuits and for the next two
years he traveled widely, mainly on horseback, giving lessons and organising musical
occasions. However, although he was much in demand, he was not happy. As he wrote to
Jacob, 'l am almost tired of having no home or place to be fixed in... | do not know what

will become of me at the last...'



Some years later a Doctor Miller, organist at Doncaster, is reported to have claimed that
he 'discovered' William and invited him to come and live with him but, as William told
his son John, this was not true. (‘Doctor Miller, it seems, assumed a credit to himself more

than his due'.)

In the spring of 1762 William was appointed Director of Public Concerts at Leeds,
remaining there for four happy years and lodging with a Mr and Mrs Bulman, who
remained good and faithful friends for many years. He moved on in August 1766 to
become organist at Halifax but, after only three months, moved on again to take up an

appointment as organist of the new, prestigious Octagon Chapel in Milsom Street, Bath.

Bath

After staying briefly with Dr and Mrs De Chair, to whom he owed his new position,
William found lodgings in Bath but, as the number of his pupils increased, he soon found
it necessary to rent a house in Beaufort Square. Here his friends the Bulmans joined him,

Mr Bulman having secured the post of Clerk to the Octagon Chapel.

The next move came in April 1770, when William rented No. 7 New King Street, for thirty
guineas a year. All three of his brothers visited him here at different times, Alexander
finally remaining permanently, and it was to his house that Caroline was brought when
she was allowed to join his brothers in 1772. It was here, too, in the following year, that

William's interest in astronomy really took off.

During the summer of 1774 the families moved again, to a house on the outskirts of Bath,
described as 'situated near Walcot Turnpike'. The house had sheds and stables, to be
turned into workshops, and a field for observing, but was inconveniently far from the
concert halls so, after three years, they found themselves back in New King Street. The

Bulmans had left them, in 1775, to return to Leeds.

The new house, No. 19 New King Street, had a garden, with a southern aspect, and it is a
mystery why, two years later (1779) they again moved to the upper part of the town, this
time to No. 5 Rivers Street. The house had no garden, which had important consequences
for the future. One evening when William was observing the moon from the street, a Dr
William Watson stopped to ask if he might take a look. He introduced Herschel to the
Bath 'Literary and Philosophical Society', which had just formed, and it was he who read

William's early papers to the Royal Society - starting with that on URANUS.



After two years the Herschels moved back to the convenience of No. 19 New King Street
where, on 13 March 1781, William made the great discovery which not only changed their
lives but altered the whole course of astronomical thinking for ever. The house is now
called Herschel House, and is the only one of Herschel's dwellings known to have
survived. It contains the Herschel Museum and is the head-quarters of the William

Herschel Society.




Newsletter No 87 (July 1998)

Headlines

John Herschel's idea of preserving public records in microscopic negatives (1)
Mr Masao Nakazaki, a member of the Society, wrote for newsletter readers regarding John
Herschel's idea to preserve documents in microscopic negatives, which is one of his broad

contributions to photographic technology.

Where did William Herschel live? (2)

Please refer to the Main Article.

"Caroline Herschel", a story of a cloisoneé plate
An essay by Ms Nobuko lizawa, a member of the Society, on her creation of cloisoneé works. Ms

lizawa will hold a private exhibition of a "Caroline Herschel" plate and other cloisoneé works.

An exhibition on "the Science Museum, London" in Kobe, Kita-kyushu and Tokyo

Notice of the above exhibition

Plans of a memorial plague and possibly a telescope for W Lassell
A plan to fix a memorial plague for W Lassell's stay is going to be carried out in Malta. W Lassell

is a British amateur astronomer who will celebrate 200th anniversary of his birth.

Main Article

Where did William Herschel live? (2)

A E Fanning

Berkshire and Buckinghamshire

William Herschel's appointment as King's Astronomer required him to live near Windsor
so, in the summer of 1782, he and Caroline moved to Datchet, near the River Thames and
some two miles from the Castle. The house was described as 'A Gentleman's Hunting
Lodge' but was very run down. However, it had good our-houses and a field for

observing, so William was delighted. It was here that the large 20-foot telescope was first



erected. However, after three winters of dampness and flooding, William became

seriously ill, and it was essential to move on.

Clayhall Farm House, in Old Windsor, on the edge of Windsor Great Park and only a mile
from the Castle, could have provided the ideal site for William to build 40-foot telescope
he was already planning. However, he had to deal with a landlady (who Caroline
described as a 'litigious woman') who threatened to increase the rent whenever he made
improvements to the premises so, in April 1786, after only nine months, they moved
again, and for the last time, to Slough (Clayhall Farm was sold to the Crown
Commissioners in 1842 and was only knocked down in 1979 - the Commissioners

probably being unaware of its historical significance.)

Observatory House, as it became known, was formerly called the Grove, on account of the
many splendid elm trees that surrounded it - many of which Herschel had felled in order
to clear his horizon. The house belonged to a well-to-do family named Baldwin whose
daughter, Mary, married William in 1788. It was later renamed Ivy House. After William's
marriage, Caroline moved into a cottage in the garden, from the roof of which she used to
sweep the skies for comets and which then became known as Observatory Cottage. The
name Observatory House came later, during 19th century. It was here that William built
his giant 40-foot telescope, which stood over 50-foot high and remained a prominent

landmark on the Ordnance Survey maps for 50 years.

William died in 1822, but the house was occupied by members of the Herschel family

until 1960, when it was demolished.

It is fitting, however, that just as Herschel's telescope was a leader in the technology of his
day, so the site is now occupied by the head-quarters of ICL, the leading computer

company in the UK, and the building is still known as Observatory House.




Newsletter No 88 (September 1998)

Headlines

. "Caroline Herschel" absorbs visitors
Members of the Society visited the above private exhibition by Ms Nobuko lizawa and enjoyed

numbers of her cloisoneé works. We also had a pleasant time of talking over dinner.

. Letters to our Society from Malta

Please refer to the Main Article

. John Herschel's idea of preserving public records in microscopic negatives (2)
Mr Masao Nakazaki, a member of the Society, wrote for newsletter readers regarding John

Herschel's idea to preserve documents in microscopic negatives.

Main Article

Letters to our Society from Malta

I introduced a letter from the chief of Maltese Astronomical Society in page 5 of
Newsletter No 87, however, | still had little response from readers for donation for a

memorial plaque. | wait for your donation for a while. Thank you.

On 16th May I received a letter from Dr A Galea, another member of the society, as

follows:

".. I am willing to write in your newsletter. Due to the research about Lassell's Malta
connection being on-going and still far from exhaustive, it is difficult for me to give you a
complete, scholarly account of Lassell's stay. However, | think it would be interesting if |
were to write an overview of Lassell's life, with particular focus on his time in Malta. |

envisage it would be a series of articles, mainly in chronological order. .."

After three days on 19th his long letter addressed to the editor of our Society came to me.

"Dear Editor, /1 recently had the occasion to meet Mr Seiji Kimura, Secretary of the

Herschel Society of Japan while he was on holiday in Malta. | had the pleasure to discuss



with him William Lassell's connection with this small Mediterranean island last century.
/1 have been reviewing some of the back copies of the newsletters of the Herschel Society
of Japan. Reference is made to William Lassell in newsletter no 69 (July 1995) p 4. /1 have
written to you to clarify some points in that review, albeit almost three years have now
passed since its publication. William Lassell came twice to Malta, in 1852 during which he
spent a winter observing from Valletta, capital of Malta. He actually set up his telescope
on St John's Cavalier, a cavalier being a structure in the fortifications surrounding the city
which is higher than the rest of the defenses. The telescope he used at the time was the 24-
inch equatorial, which has been recently restored in Liverpool. He returned in 1861,
spending up to 1865 observing with his bigger 48-inch telescope from Tigne, Sliema. Only
one of the three secondary mirrors is known to survive to this day, having been found in
the Institute of Astronomy at Cambridge and now on display at the Whipple Museum of
the History of Science. Th rest of the telescope is known to have been destroyed, after
William Lassell had unsuccessfully tried to sell the telescope to a new observatory at
Melbourne, Australia. /1 hope the above is of interest to you and | look forward to further

correspondence with the Herschel Society of Japan. .."

I soon wrote a letter to express my thanks to him and additionally to say: ".. We are at any
time ready to receive your contributions of any length. .. Photographs, maps and
drawings are welcomed." | do not know when | can introduce his new letter, but please

look forward to reading it.

Translation to English by Tatsuro Kimura




Newsletter No 89 (November 1998)

Headlines

. Herschel's solar motion represented by stereographic projection
Summary of the thesis written by Mr Akisato Sato, a member of the Society, on Herschel's study

on solar motion,

. Let's observe Herschel's planet
Notice about an observation meeting held on 4th October at the observatory of Mr Hiroshi

Narita, a member of the Society

. Impressions of Cloisonné ware exhibition "Whisper of the Cosmos, Harmony of the Earth"
Ms Nobuko lizawa, a member of the Society describes his impressions to look the exhibition of

Cloisonné ware made by another member of the Society living in Hokkaido.

. 1998 annual convention on 3rd Nov.
Notice for the members of the Society on the annual convention held in Ikebukuro, Tokyo on 3rd

November

. The Science Museum & Lifestyle exhibition

Please refer to the Main Article.

Main Article

The Science Museum & Lifestyle exhibition

"The Science Museum Exhibition” which I reported in Newsletter No 87, p 4 was held in
Kobe, Kita-Kyushu and in Tokyo since 22nd July to 30th August, additionally being held
Lifestyle Exhibition together. Near the entrance, Herschel's seven-foot telescope, 1781 was
exhibited with explanation clearly stating that Herschel "... found a curious heavenly body
by the same type of telescope as this. Many astronomers observed and revealed that it was
a new planet, and named Uranus..." It is a mistake that some books say "Herschel found

Uranus by this telescope."

Mr Tsutomu Ishibashi, a planet observer and a member of the Society who knows



mechanism of telescopes very well called me after looking the exhibition and suggested
me if we could take Herschel's telescope with an eyepiece of an incredibly short focal
length in our hands, when the telescope returns to the Science Museum in London. | will
make a proposal next spring and shall we visit London in August, around the time of the

total solar eclipse which can be observed in London as well.

Translation into English by Tatsuro Kimura
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