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1. Standing Committees

a. One for each major field of activity.

b. Each standing committee ( and budget sub-committee ) to be furnished office
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space, secretarial assistance, and expert assistants at State Expense.

c. Members of standing committees, once appointed, to remain on such committees
from session to session, or as long as they desire.

d. Set of parliamentary rules to be drawn up for conducting committee hearings, and
uniform system of recording and reporting such hearings to be devised.

e. Standing committees to hold public hearings on all bills of general interest and
purport: all persons and organizations having real interest in the bills may attend
the public hearings and present their observations and arguments.

2. Legislative Council

a. To be composed of members from both Houses.
b. Functions: to advise Cabinet and both Houses on legislative needs and problems:
to study and propose constant revision of the Diet Law and Regulations of the

Houses.

3. Diet Library and Diet Legislative Bureau and Reference Service

4. Plenary sessions and committee hearings

a. To be open to general public without discrimination, except for executive sessions.

5. Debate

a. Provision to be made for all members at least once every two weeks to take the
floor and speak freely on national policy and important measures (possibly in the
Committee of the Whole House).

b. If a time limit on speaking is fixed, speakers to be privileged to have their remarks
extended in the official record.

6. Interpellations

a. To be subject to a definite time limit and thus permit more members to

interpellate the Government.

7. Dignity of elected representatives

a. Practices, procedures, ceremonies, and rituals that tend to dignify Government

officials at the expense of Diet members to be forbidden.

8. Contingent funds for the Diet
a. To be provided in the budget.

b. To be determined by each House and to be used as each House sees fit.
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9. Franking privileges
a. Diet members to be privileged to send through the mails free of charge public

documents printed by order of the Diet and all other mail matter of an official nature,

under conditions to be prescribed by the Diet.

10. Office space and secretarial assistance

a. To be provided each member at State expense.

11. Salaries of Diet Members
a. To be not less than total pay and all allowances of highest career officials.
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