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Abstract

The aim of this study was to undertake a computer-based analysis of how herbal
medicines are used in Shanghanlun. Gancao is found in 62.5% and Dazao in 35.7% of
Kanpo medicines, respectively. A combination of Guizhitang, Sinitang, and
Xiaochaihutang covers the 10 most frequently used herbal medicines (Gancao, Guizhi,
Dazao, Shengjiang, Shaoyao, Qanjiang, Rencan, Fuzi, Banxia, and Huangqin). In
addition these three Kanpo medicines are repeatedly described and can thus be
considered to be the basal Kanpo medicines of Shanghanlun. The combination of
Gancao and Guizhi comprises 33% of all Kanpo medicines, and the combination of
Gancao and Dazao covers 32.1% of this total. Shanghanlun does not combine either
Fuzi or Mahuang with Chaihu.
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