’Self-Reliance’” & H [E BAR DI H IOV T

Similarities between ’’Self-Reliance’’ and Chinese Philosophical Books

by Akira Imakura

Abstract

Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston, Massachusetts in1803. He attended Harvard
College in 1817 and while there he liked reading Shakespeare, Swift, Addison, and Stern.
Although he was an ordained pastor of the Second Church for some years, he resigned the
position and lived his life in his own way. ’Essays’’ which contains ’Self-Reliance’ was published
in 1840. He is thought to be the first American thinker to exert a wide and deep influence both
at home and abroad. When we read his books, we are charmed with the beauty which passes
before our eyes as a twinkling star. But below this beautiful stream lies the deep truth that
shows us how to live.

Emerson was a philosopher and poet with the knowledge of Western classics. He was born,
brought up, and educated in American society. In spite of these, we smell some scent that
comes from Oriental World. We can have a vague impression that Emerson is like an Oriental
philosopher and that his thought has a lot of similarities with Oriental philosophy. This paper
points out the similarities between ’Self-Reliance’ and Chinese philosophical books.

"Depend on yourself,” is what Emerson wants to emphasize in ’Self-Reliance’. He tells us to
throw away everything that does not exist within 'ourselves’. ’’Men give me money or fame,
which means money or fame comes from the world, not from the inside world that exists in myself.
That’s why money or fame is worthless for me. Whim has a lot of value because it comes from me,
from my mind or my body.”” This is the way Emerson thinks, and it is supposed, this is also the

way Confucius, Mencius, Lao—tze or Chuang-tze thinks.
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To believe your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private heart is true for
all men, —that is genius. Speak your latent conviction, and it shall be the universal sense, for the
inmost in due time becomes the outmost.
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Familiar as the voice of the mind to each, the highest merit we ascribe to Moses, Plato and
Milton is that they set at naught books and traditions, and spoke not what men, but what they
thought. A man should learn to detect and watch that gleam of light which flashes across his mind
from within, more than the luster of firmament of bards and sages. (p.45)
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Great men have always done so, and confided themselves childlike to the genius of their age,
betraying their perception that the absolutely trustworthy was seated at their heart, working
through their hands, predominating in all their being. (p.47)
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What pretty oracles nature yields us on this text in the face and behavior of children, babes, and
even brutes! (P.48)
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Infancy conforms to nobody; all conforms to it. (p.48)
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As soon as he once acted or spoken with éclat he is a committed person , watched by the
sympathy or the hatred of hundreds, whose affections must now enter into his account.

(p.49)
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Who can thus avoid all pledges and, having observed, observe again from the same unaffected,
unbiased unbriable, unaffrighted innocence,—must always be formidable. (p.49)
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These are the voices which we hear in solitude, but they grow faint and inaudible as we enter into
the world. (p.49)
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Society is a joint—stock company, in which the members agree, for the better securing of his
bread to each shareholder, to surrender the liberty and culture of the eater. (p.50)
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The virtue in most request is conformity. Self-reliance is its aversion. It loves not realities and
creators, but names and customs.  (p.50)
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Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. He who would gather immortal palms must not
be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness.

(p.50)
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On my saying, “What have [ to do with the sacredness of traditions, if I live wholly from within?”
my friend suggested, —“But these impulses may be from below, not from above.” 1 repulses,
"They do not seem to me to be such ; but if [ am the Devil s child, I will live then from the Devil.”
No law can be sacred to me but that of my nature. (p.50)
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DIEH, 2O R TIE T DI DMNITHIF I BDHDHEF 2D,

Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to that or this; the only right is what is
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after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it. (p.50)

(BLEIARG ITERDTLENTELHRDA AT T D, ME—TELWI LI B ORI ZETHY | Me—FH]
ESTWDZETH ORI HHIZETHD, )

RTFEMELRE, IUED, FnEsRBET A EE (EF 2=®)

(RTFEERORERTZmD, FrEDh, HEOELRE T LMD, HINEDH, )

(RTFDONFEEELL T IEEMS>TND, LNV IER TS, HEr gL ZEai->T
WD, AL B IS TN, EINLARENHTHRD, )

ME oz BARRTAR 56 ]| 2 BLUEAR 55 (] (BT 20%)

(MDA LA £ DAL, B DHLIAEDIET)

(ML RLET DD LMTEPSLVIET DD EENTENTE D), TLHLENIZTEI DD, )
MEZ S ET DD, ZF HEFIZEFE L, KR VEEOEEETEZMD, DO, HEOBELRT LMD,
WARBEDIH, =V ATh, ZRERICISIMIED G EN ROND, THE—IELWZ LT H 3 DOARMEHE ZL T,
ME—fiE -S> TWDIEH G OARMEIZHHI ZETHD, |EF > TS, ZIUTKRRL HARIZIE LW HEIED B4R L

[A—DHThHD,

[ am ashamed to think how easily we capitulate to badges and names, to large societies and dead
institutions. Every decent and well-spoken individual affects and sways me more than is right. I
ought to go upright and vital, and speak the rude truth in all ways.

(p.51)

(BhEs, 4, REREL FEATHMBICHIZHITTR0T<KESLTLED, ZNEE R DEFNTATNL, 3L
IRCHA T TOD AT, MBI RIZRAMZR A 52 | FAETEE 55, FATBRIZIEWAEMmA R O~ ERATL,
WOBEDEHEFEDNERATE, )

N SN B waE N 1R IUN TovaNy T A U o (- W)

(NAERTZA ZBANNE2F AL T, HEOIZHS N ZIZw T, I uIhH 2 T 5, FAuZils
ZEES,)
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TV AT ABEVODIR, BiE, B4 RERSPEATSHBRICH BICES L TLEIBDIELEED, HEFb
HOFRDN A THFZ I FR B LT LRNE T RN EED, MFEOSITTE L~ LT T
o,

If angry bigot assumes this bountiful cause of Abolition, and comes to me with his last news from
Barbadoes, why should [ not say to him, ‘Go love thy infant; love thy wood—chopper; be
good—natured and modest; have that grace; and never varnish your hard, uncharitable ambition

with this incredible tenderness for black folk a thousand miles off. Thy love afar is spite at home.

(p.51)
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HLIE S TWDLDFRNFE D ZOFAERGREE BB 2 IV 1T 2/ S —_A R XD D =2— A% F
IZLTRADEZA KD/ FUTEIEAD, [To THOFEREZNEE L TRVARIN, KN KGHEICRD
IRE, THOVIEAFFLRE, HOOF B TR R IR LA 100~ A /LB EEN TOD B AITK 420
INCNRELETEBU KT ZEDZRNIINS, 1ESTOEDEFIFH TIIMEL L7 > TV, )

HZARBBATR A R T Jein LR Ain LB SRR R AR R e S L AR L SR
Oy BRIEHODA | Jeai L ARG | Je B g, BONTERS A . Wks i o e | SN mi e Bk, B e
OIE, DIET RS, FAETIEER . FimaEia, BATGE K T, BRFUEREA FR8 Mg S
FoA, HOARBLIMATAE A 22, Hp & i Hpm i Bk 2 At
(R#)

HORFEE R TIZHLNZEA LT 2E I T HOEZE T, HOEZED A LRI 2F T Ho
B0, HOFEFZ VKT LB THOG G, HOFEISHERT 28T LT HOLEIET, Ho
DEIESALERT2F TR THOBELHBICT D, HOBEBICE ALK THE LT HOMEE T, Homi
BOI 13N THEDITAED, Wiks CIa D, B Ta il BEalcL TR LIEL, DELKLTUaHED, F1iEY
TIEFRF) AW TaEIRED, EIEEV TR R FELRY, RFIVUTHANCELETRICRES & 0E
Lox Lo TARLR T, HOARFN TRIGED AR T, HOBEEFTOFHL THOMSFOZEZIIRIZZ
HHE5720,)

(B, K TFOANOHEZALNCLEISET DT, FTHDOEERDZ, BOOEEZROIOIETHNT F
FTHSDOFRELLDX I, A DFE2LLDZIHETDNE FTALZOHEEDTZ, ASDHEEEDIIET

NZ,ETAZOLEZIELL, BHDOLEIEZIET DN, T HHOEETHEIAZHICLISEL, A
TDOEETHEZAEFICLIODET DN, ET B OMEGEDIHIEL, MEGEDLOIL, FYOHEMHT
LD, FMDOBEFNN TOLHEEDHIENTED, MEEBO TOBLIZELZHWICTHIENTED, Baik
IZLTOBHLNIELL2D, DELLRD TOLHEPMEED, HIMEFVTOLENLLD), FRLEDWTDOL
E2RED, EPREVTOLR TITREED, K FDERIZWIEDET, AREEBEDLZEEBEERT, b
DELIVTRETBDHZEN TH NI, FEEEDZHZEN TERVDIZERK TEIRDAHZEN TELH
I, WEEDLD TR, )

FIEDOATMES ZHLLTOD, FREEHEL K TEZEZmLLEVGERH L EDLZ L2 EA LT, BIAHE
Ba T R CI AL L TR L7 5 & B OER LR EH ORI TR TLES T2, 40
FRIED LB TR EFROWE O FRID  IEFRRE L O LR ORF LR T OftlaiEE Bz 57
Lo TLEoTz, BHOZED THLDEZED I AR FITEOI0 LT 2 MITb o FME RS izaorz,
PEEDEIIREZT TZDINTEDST=DTEN0 TAFEITWE O MikE EAL . K FE2IRD DHMTIZHF
ELTHLOHARDDIZEEBIAT DA BTN, TR TEv YU DO F T EI THD, =~

ANIBGRFE 7R E LD B E BN BEEDE . B OV S FRRREZV AR THILEAHA L TVD,
RTEZEEZwRT D256 WERVR TEBDIOEET | BOZEDLTENBIaD TRFICKFLR FIZ&IE
FTEVIDIL, HPEDRFAeE 2 7 ThD, KFDGHEE D4 L&,

11



Then again, do not tell me, as a good man did to-day, of my obligation to put all poor men in good situations.
Are they my poor? I tell three, thou foolish philanthropist, that I grudge the dollar, the dime the cent I give to
such men as do not belong to me and to whom I do not belong. (p.52)

(AT RTOELWA X ZLVIRBEICT DR BNHHEND 2% HDHBEANS BLIZEIIZ, FOFRIIED
M, ZD NEIFRDOE LN A% 72070, FATED72EE FRE THLIEITE . FAFFAUCERORNA
1RV, 10U R, 1RV M 5252032 BT, )

A AT IA) 2 2 N R Rs B SRt i R AT A0 A B e St i s I et B P = Rl
(#E7 BEET)

(BREDABIDEARD . ZEROITHWEBIEL T2 AR LML vl7e0, MBI F AV R T2a K
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\Z72%0 BArOFEDE DT ADETIULZIULE 5 EDRTIUTRB 0, BB T 22707
b, ZNLRILZ LA~ AT ST foolish EWVDTER T Z DI TWHMD, b HIBIEE ADTZDIZ A M
FTHZLEIDNIRVBHNTHSTZHLN, FIE bR T, ==Y ATRYBITOENE 2L Dbt
DEFRICLEE S TODHERD, FlD NHERLZ AR D FERIE L DN LI ZLITEL T TEI RV
DTH%,

I know that for myself it makes no difference whether I do or forbear those actions which are reckoned excellent.
I cannot consent to pay for a privilege where I have intrinsic right. Few and mean as my gifts may be, I actually
am, and do not need for my own assurance or the assurance of my fellows any secondary testimony. (p.53)

(FEFOLWE RSN TODATAERNRLEID RO IO L R DIENE S TZHIRNZEEH TN D, FL
MHEBEMERZFF> TWNAZ LB BZ LI Z &I, FAXFRE TERW, RO FEEITHO TN TZ LGSO
HLAVRWTILE | EBRZFAIFET D, B BHE DN ZEET, BOKANIHEL THHIDIT, OFES 134
ZITRUN, )

SR FL ke T i 2 3 L 2B~ (v &)

(RNHDBLONTFEN T2 &Rl & AUTFED IR H7-AEEND AR, )

(B DN e TENERE T 2725 FiDUVRWADBND THAID, )

APFEDHZE ZLHZLITHIREL T, 7272 By OWNILICHED Z e, =<2 23, self-reliance O Thb &
Weo e ZEThD, ZHUTHE TN E WD ool Thd b,

What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people think. This rule, equally arduous in actual and in
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intellectual life, may serve for the whole distinction between greatness and meanness. (p.53)

BB TIUTRE2N - Z8E, TRTASICBETLIETHY ARNBZHTETR, ZAIUTITENE ThH
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%o 1)

FHETFREDAKEN Gard HELD)

(FHB FrEz CIoskie, /NAGEZ NTKRT, )

(HLFREbN, B FIICIREI LT, /DA AITHELOIET D, 1)

i H B AN SOREE /N ABOR LR /N NFTEA

(LOFRFEDFIFISC DA DIE)

(HIRHLSE 7% CICPORES DL, /AR T, WEF/NAZDETERY, )
RN F oz, TEFITENH Z0 205 B HIROI2NZETR, /NNTZE DTS, Z2THEF&/h
ANDIG3D D, )

TV, NHPMEODMELZRV N E | BAIZBET 285 T 00 ARERDTLEET I TRITD, ZAN
LIRICZENGRFRIC R OND, Bl O KT, /NAGEE NIRRT, BN EZ DTN, B DL
FOLT D, TNNE FE T greatness ATy, ASFEEESZLITHEW NZEEDLNLHET D, ZHUdvbA
AT meanness Z AT, TSP NDO—E LT RIRETHD,

The objection to conforming to usages that have become dead to you is that it scatters your force. It loses your
time and blurs the impression of your character. If you maintain a dead church, contribute to a dead
Bible-society, vote with a great party either for the government or against it, spread your table like base
housekeepers, —under all these screens I have difficulty to detect the precise man you are : and of course so
much force is withdrawn from your proper life.  (p.54)

(BZEo THRATZEIBITHWED ZEIT R T D%, ENNE DN ERE T 510 ThHD, LIUTE DR A
EHL, BEDONED N2 F9<T D, bULIATEBEE IR FEATCBRERZICEHFH L, BUFICER T 50 Thi
Fe 20 Thiv, RERFIEEL, T FERFBUGOLNCT — 7 VEBEB->TLERS, ZOXIICEZED
HLOTHHST, BWPIEMEICE DL NINFIDZENTe DL, T LTS LD DB O YI72 EIED Dk
XXHND, )

TATAET SR BT B 1 R AL L o 0 S B A B A B A E A A RE S AN LA 55 LB R K I A
KB REBEE Ih e A IR AR o 2 W SR PSR N B s ieE . (- Bok)

Qe E SRDIZRIB AT 2182 # 50, LS HGEA MDHE LT FICET, BUSET HHE LT HICH L)
220, HIZHBN 2T US> TR EFS T, BERLEKBLRRD T, KL TRED T, BEETLRDT,
BEMORED T, HOZaEA LLEINES DR, Zfaa B LIEICEA LRt s 2HE<E T
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(AN E o7z, TN TIIREEEZ B SATID, JAEE RS o7z, NEZF> T E TLTHITET,
(CETEH TSRS T DIEN TED, BHRISAITISCDZENTEIURE, M LaFETHILIR,
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W, 9T o RBRDEIDEILTIZ AN TELEFWT2WDTEAS, I L-> TeaFEST KEEED T,
KEIHTHRED T BEFTLROT . BEBOREDL T LE0, =~V ATEE AT A ZF5<L, meannese

2T D NE | AP REFEINDEVIZELITF > TORNIDITED HEFITH D FEINRNZLEHOFEIEFD
LS, A HSHTEAEL TS, Self-reliance & fitA TWTEKL LD, =<V X AMZEL, KE<TH2L

EEEZTNDEEIZLE, HEELRNIINTTHITIIONITT N EN) ZEa B X TV RWEDTE, HT

FFIEDEFFELENDIDN FPESIRNTZDITITEDTIUTNNEN) ZE 2 mI B R T oD, £
A T=DTEAD D TBDNAZ L DIZRORIEN N BOIND, ITNEERITZEFRTCZEEF > TNDHEF L7
59,

Most men have bound their eyes with one or another handkerchief, and attached themselves to some one of
these communities of opinion. This conformity makes them not false in a few par—ticulars, authors of a few lies,
but false in all particulars. Their every truth is not quite true. (p.55)

(72T D NiE, B0 BZUE DD ST 2D TUIED DT TS, ZLTELD AR —EL TWEHE RO
ENNITABELLD DTS, ZOIIIZANIZFRILDE, ., ZOZETRES, ., —OIEEEMERITRHDTIE
ST T ANTOIETHED, TIVIANZHOEIRBIIZERREH TR, )

i LR LER R E A R G BKK)
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DENIIRDEF D, TNERLZEETETHE > TV D, ARIDBOFRIRZH#EAUTH > T D, ZIUTIEH
(SRR ZETHD, FNEZZTH RO M AL —BL7biT T,

For nonconformity the world whips you with its displeasure. And therefore a man must know how to estimate a
sour face. The by—standers look askance on him in the public street or in the friend’s parlor. If this aversion had
its origin in contempt and resistance like his own he might well go home with a sad countenance ; but the sour
faces of the multitude, like their sweet faces, have no deep cause, but are put on and off as the wind blows and a

newspaper directs. (p.55)
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WD, ZNTWTRITVRIE THD, TNROBEFIEEDe ZONFTFIHRSTIELD EZF > THODHITTERND
2o ZITIREMEEOL TXRITELD, BI7RbEEBITEZHEF BB, )
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Speak what you think now in hard words and to—morrow speak what to—morrow thinks in hard words again,

i

thought it contradict every thing you said to—day. (p.57)
ETESWEFEZ, HRIZABICEZ QDI EF LoV LIS EET
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To be great is to be misunderstood. (p.58)

(ERTHLHZLITRESNDLZLTHD, )
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=

Men imagine that they communicate their virtue or vice only by over actions, and do not see that virtue or vice

IR L CND &

emit a breath every moment. (p.58)
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16



AP ARE LR U HA A RE 7 T2 LR SE-Te H B A& 2 BT B g2 il IR g Be 2 A2 05
RS AT R LI e N R LU R B A M R I 5 | L2 MRS BEA T A B 38 .2 Dok
T LU RO TR 7% T 2 A B HL Wi R 96 P B A2 BT 81 o S P B AR T 24
AR BB PR A RS 2 285 2 BB R AR RUFER AR R U FAES MM i A R ER T 5
FREANZENE (&1 &5

(#ETHL FILORETERY, HOKENIRR 255 Lo THRIT 255D, o TEREBTUTAS, &I
O HORO BT BT, O, iHEEOAETLMETIET, FEXIEWT2EMT, BE Lo THOEL
HEET=5720, NHOERT-5% A TUSTRIEE THMALT LR T, HIVGE ADOHERBAR, NITfFT5EL
HEL SO LEND AR, HOHD B.OEIOFTLLOEBE B T OARITRDNT L&Y, HHIZZ %285,
FLBT AT, HOADOKD BT DO HOKUZL THOAFEAN LT EH &AA720, B Ho HEo
R T &R TR, 2EHLTRETIURRIOR KU THETDICREL T, KRS THETHICELE
TR O BERAELZLEND T, AHOBEROZTLEL R TUTREETHAELTLER THLREADER
BAR, )

(EFREDLNI, THILDORITNSTELI T, FEVOKEDELIZH T30, N2 BIBDTEDARE
PIEIL TLES T, TN TIRT HEZRS>TLEOSIE LR, HRIZHERL, BN DB L TWDHDTENG,
FNHRNZEIZITRD, FTNEE AP ELZ RIS DO THENENLNTLEST, TN TIOIITITT
ETpoTeDIZET %, FE ZHUTILHDYETHHD73, ADYELRICINA=FD LD RN TH AN, Bk
RUTLEIDIE, BOTAREZEDES0b7272, A 2 IIRZYD2G1TF LD, ELNWLERDZENTEZR
VW, ABRICHE T OIEHRRDN D LD A ATZ0H-T-0 352 L0 NEIB LD NTIEEAEW7R0, BREIC
FTAHZENERL AL EATE LR T LD, BIZTZENBRDIESNDERKRINENEFTHIEEEER
W, 5T HLEM LS ENIEDIRIR D, NIZED NDPEDEI720% 7T bEbEF LIRS ToDIEET D,
TNEZNBNDEMETHAID, 1)

R 2 SRR 2 DI ANt SR 2 DI A\t SR 2 DI R IR 2 DI A AIRR &2 D2 St
B2 DR bt R i it 2 IR DA 2 bt N2 A W A UEs . (GEF At R)

(BCHY T2 ZBAUINFRO LI NIZIES D720, EEO D ES I NCIES 5720, FEREO LEXITA
(2SS D720, BIED L IEZTNITIEE 2720, MIFRD LI O8R7RY,, AFED LNEFDURRY . FEEDLITAL
D70, JEFEDNTEOHER), NOJEDIUSGA DM O NMEZ G T HIENT LX), )

(TOVDTENDEZ DL HDOINHDLOIRN NI TRV, COREBEZICADREL T LD AL
NTRW, Ta gL UEEIELT HLORN TN TR, HONWAD NI OGRET, CORELZICD A
DAREZL Lo NI DETS, CLDEE NITGED WNIALOETS, Ba R UEZIEE T 2.0 Ol
72 NDSZDO WSO a5 TWODDIE, AW TR ZFf> TWDHEIRb D7, )

HEEEWODIT, LKHANBIHIZ DT DL DDEIRAA—V T D, IBFH EVIE, B AETEEL LY DIETE
THLTLES T, #Hifite T BT LOAEKDRWEIRIEUN T D, MIEEZ DR, Lo e 35248
IEHEDNTHELL, BELAWEAIN | ZNTIHEZERAMAE MR- TOD 0, By OB L AL T

17



W FORITITRBRN, 9T HZLICL> TO AR ER ARG R T HO7ZEHLK D@, FA7=HD
AA=VITEEITNRNRSFHIRT U220 O | AR D H HZ2 &G R 2 2 D5 b D &
BT, FIE &1, BT AMO TR OINCAMICH THiib>THELD T, B 4#AREL 0S4
Y THHIEEIRML CD, RILLHRB 2 R~ AT b,

Your genuine action will explain itself and will explain your other genuine action. Your con—formity explains
nothing. Act singly, and what you have already done singly will justify you now.  (p.59)
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Greatness appeals to the future. (p.59)
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[ hope in those days we have heard the last of conformity and consistency. (p.60)
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I do not wish to please him ; I wish that he should wish to please me. I will stand here for humanity, and though
I would make it kind, [ would make it true. (p.60)
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Let us affront and reprimand the smooth mediocrity and squalid contentment of the times, and hurl in the face
of custom and trade and office, the fact which is the upshot of all history, that there is a great responsible
Thinker and Actor working wherever a man works ; that a true man belongs to no other time or place, but is the
center of things. (p.60)
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The man must be so much that he must make all circumstances indifferent. (p.61)
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The inquiry leads us to that source, at once the essence of genius, of virtue, and of life, which we call

Spontaneity or Instinct. (p.64)
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In that deep force, the last fact behind which analysis cannot go, all things find their common origin. (p.64)
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For the sense of being which in calm hours rises, we know not how, in the soul, is not diverse from things, from
space, from light, from time, from man, but one with them and proceeds obviously from the same source whence
their life and being also proceed. (p.64)
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We lie in the lap of immense intelligence, which makes us receives of its truth and organs of its activity. When
we discern justice, when we discern truth, we nothing of ourselves, but allow a passage to its beams.  (p.64)
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This is the ultimate fact which we so quickly reach on this, as on every topic, the resolution of all into the
ever-blesed One. Self-existence is the attribute of the Supreme Cause, and it constitutes the measure of good
by the degree in which it enters into all lower forms. (p.70)
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Thus all concentrates : let us not rove ; let us sit at home with the cause. (p.71)
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But now we are a mob. Man does not stand in awe of man, nor is his genius admonished to stay at home, to put
itself in communication with the internal ocean, but it goes abroad to beg a cup of water of the urns of other men.
We must go alone. (p.71)
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Live no longer to the expectation of these deceived and deceiving people with whom we converse. (p.72)
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The gods love him because men hated him. (p78)
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Everywhere I am hindered of meeting God in my brother, because he has shut his own temple doors and recites
fables merely of his brother’s, or his brother’s brother’s God.

(p.79)
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That which each can do best, none but his Maker can teach him. No man yet knows what it is, nor can, till that
person has exhibited it. Where is the master who could have taught Shakespeare? Where is the master who could
have instructed Franklin, or Washington, or Bacon, or Newton? Every great man is a unique. (p.83)
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Do that which is assigned you, and you cannot hope too much or dare too much. (p.83)
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“’Thy lot or portion of life,”” said the Caliph Ali, ’is seeking after thee ; therefore be at rest from seeking
after it.”” Our dependence on these foreign goods leads us to our slavish respect for numbers. (p.88)
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In like manner the reformers summon conventions and vote and resolve in multitude. Not so, O friends! will the
God deign to enter and inhabit you, but by a method precisely the reverse. (p.88)
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It is only as a man puts off all foreign support and stands alone that I see him to be strong and prevail. He is
weaker by every recruit to his banner . [s not a man better than a town? (p.89)
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Ask nothing of men, and, in the endless mutation, thou only firm column must presently appear the upholder of
all that surrounds thee. He who knows that power is inborn, that he is weak because he has looked for good out
of him and elsewhere, and ,so perceiving, throws himself unhesitatingly on his thought, instantly rights himself,
stands in the erect position, commands his limbs, works miracles ; just as a man who stands on his feet is

stronger than a man who stands on his head. (p.89)
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A political victory, a rise of rents, the recovery of your sick or the return of your absent friend, or some other
favorable event raises your spirits, and you think good days are preparing for you. Do not believe it. Nothing can
bring you peace but yourself. Nothing can bring you peace but the triumph of principles. (p.89)
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