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Foreword

TowardaNuclear-FreeWorld

ShinjiTakahaShi
PhilosOpher

1I1 19",cQmmemgratingthe40tllamverSaryoftheatoncbombmg,Mhon
Hidqnkyq(theJapanPqnfe"adonofA- andH-BombSufferersOIgaiiZatim
conductedasurveyoftheHibakusha・ Thesmveywasmadepossiblewiththe
coo"atiQngfcQnscientiOusSocial scientistsofp6stwarJapan・ Thetestimonies
pompiledin,TllpPeatbsofHibakusha:Thedaysof~theBombiiigstotheEndofigE
havebeencalBfUllyselecCdfromapproximatelyl3,000IespOnSestothesuwey.

TheHi.akUsiatenof.the.devaWin8experiencesoflosmgtheirclosestfamily
memberS_andrelativesonthedayofthebombmgandafterwanaS--somewithinthE
yearl245anqothersdpningthe_40yearSsmcetlIen. Thereadersofthepresentma
succeedmgvolumeswmIepeaにdlyhearinthe妃stimoniesofthesurvivingHibakusha，
thedeeppersonalappealsaswellastheiruIgentdemands.

S9meoftheird9man"anqappCalspertaintosituationsthatarepeculiartoJapan;
●

othershavemoreuniversalapplication.

Fordlefirsttenyearsafterthewar, theJapaneseDietandtheadministration
to"lyrglectedthetrCatmentoftheHibakusha,medicallyorotherwise・ Itwasnot
llntil.1"thattheMedicalCareLawwasenactedfOrtheilibakusha,andtheIJaM5f
SpecialMeasures,whichincludedhea肋careallowances,cameintoeffectevenasla[
asl968.MpIeover, thegovernmenthaSpersistentlyrefUsedtocompensateorWeh

型f§§§FstimopiesContainedinthisvolumedeplolethepaucityOfinedicalandotherifleaSmm珂testimoniescon伽nedinthisvolumedeplo肥thepaucityOfmedicalandothermeasules
fOrjleHilalfugha,"demandtheearlyenacnn6ntofanHibakushaReliefLaWmed
"lhe,princjp!epf.'!stalecompensati"'$ Thesearedemands thatgrewOijt'Om5
particularpoliticalsimationofpostwarJapan.

T""pIhertestinlOmes,holyever,_thatContainmessagesthattouchuponthe
●

veryessenceofhumanexistenceandarethelefOreofuniversRIsignificance.

ThroughtheanalySesOffOrmerHibakushasuweyslhavedrawnoneconclusion.
fW""""thel#alomic-bonlbhell|'asacoiiditioninwhiCh6ie65MMi
humanandremainaliveatthesametime.

FrOmthisbPok#ndtheguccegdillgvolume,weleamthatthepeoplewhosaved
othersOr.werqinfhargeofmedical~andotherreliefactivitieSMSh~hiti~t6~f
prematurely・ 血otherwQrds2.thosewhostayedhuman, exactlybecauseoftheif
humanness,couldnotremainalive・ TherefO肥werealizethatthe"atomic-bombhen''
皿篁_"""ugus!.ql945mHiroshnaandAugust9in貢睡通…It~Es
persistedthroughoutallthepostwaryears.

WealsofindinthetestimomesthatmanyHibakushaanmebeingtormentedwith
V



''deathanxiety."Closelywatcl血gtheirfaminesandhiendssufferanddieofi'atomic
disease3'inutmostpain, theycannot suppress thefearthat theymayhavetogo
throughthesamep血． AlltheHibakusha,cOnsciouslyorunconsciously, aI3ethus
besetwiththe"atomic-bombdeath!' eventoday.

TheaverageageoftheHibakushainOctober, 1985was59.9;andwouldbewen

over60now.MostoftheagedHibakushaalBlivingwiththeanxietythatdeathmight
comeatanymoment.The''atomic-bombdeath,''therefOIe,isincreasinglycompounded
bythe''deathanxiety,''whichoverwhelmsallotherhumanemotions,andcastsadark
shadowupontheHibakusha'sfUture， Suchconditionstenusthatthoseatomicbombs
arenotthingsofthepast,but theycontinuetodominaCtheHibakushalivesand
inflictphysicalandemotionalpainuponthem.

Inordertoenvisiontheconsequencesofa''nuclearholocaust'1ofthe加肛9we
mustfirstuseourimagmationandreconstructthe !'hen1' createdinthepastbythe
atomicbombsmHirosh加aandNagasaki. Byreadingthe1,700Cstimomescompiled
mThe､ⅧmessofThoseTwoDays(2vols. 1989),plusthisandsubseqUentvolumes,
thereaderswmbeabletopicmxevividlythehumansignificanceofdeathandsurvival
undertheatomicbombing.

Seeingnumerousinnocentpeoplesufferfromtheatomicbombs,peopleatthe
timecouldnothelpasking''whytorturethesehelplessandinnocentpeople?''血伽s
volume,thereaderswinfreqUentlyencoumerthesameqUestion.Tonnentinginnocem
peopleis themostomageousviolationofhumanjusticeandeqUity. Sincethe
inherentnamreofnuclearweaponsistotorturemnocentpeopleonanunprecedented
scale,humanconsciencecannotallowtheexisfnceofsuchweapons, ifhumanityis
toretainitsconscience,nuclearweaponsmustbeel伽mated.

Itismydeepconvictionsasaphilosopherthatthisholocaust(themostcmel
death)mthemodernworldmustbecomethecatalystfOrtheprogressofhistory・曲e
dethandsmvivalinHirosh加aandNagasakimustplaythecmcialroleofpivotal
pointinhistory, thepointatwhichtheworldmoveshomthenuclearageintothe
non-nuclearage・ hordertoachievethis,morepeoplewnlhavetocultivaCtheir
''sensitivitytodeath''anew,andsharetheconvictionthathumaIntycannotpennitan
''atomicbombhell''or''nuclearholocaust."

Ihopethatthisandthenextvolumeswimbereadbyasmanypeopleaspossible,
andthatthereadersMntakethe加tiativeincleatinganuclear-freeworld.

Ⅵ



Recommendation

AndrewHUGHES

rl this.yolume;omeQfthQSuwivorsoftheHiroshimaandNagasakiatomic
bombingstellaboutthosewhodied.

Iti;noipossiblefbrUstorealizewhatitmeanstohavewholefamilies,notone
Qriw9,.butthollsandS,awholecommunity,wipedoutinaflash; fbrchildrehW16gg

theirfathersandmothersandall伽nilymembersorlonepalBntstolosetheirchild肥､lWanWh!eiOre"vereventhebOnesorashesofthbsewhodieaiMjiFMiNotbeingableto肥covereventhebonesorashesofthosewhodiedisinJapanan
ultimatefamilytragedy.

Pl"qfiJd"the.dgnlageandafter-effectSlmgeronfOrWeeks,months,years,
哩聖睡廻_m"endeq'46yearslater, lgaving5venthesUrviv6rSWm'ざ耐

●

ImCefiainAfUmre,andsueceedmggenerationsaffecteamwaysnotyetlmderSIMM
geneticeffectscannotbemeasuied. ThiSisthemessage.of伽svolume.

These test伽omes bringout theessential differencebetweennuclearand
CQnYentionalweapons--thateventheappalentlyumnjuledcouldsuddenlyconapseand
diefromtheeffectofradiation--nottlieblast~orfirebuts加plyresidualradiation.

Weneedtoseethepoliticalimplicationsofthosetwotragedies.

TIng,UsePftho9etWoato"cbombswasnotnecessarytoendthewar;Japanwas
""_2t,"."gewhento.contmueUlewarWaSimpossi61eandalready~fieg;EMii5

●

tOCndhosmitieswereunderway・ ButundertheTmmanadmmistratiOn,anewera
ofU.S.加pe面41ismlWdbegun!xevergingtheRooseveltpolicyofcooperationtliatliad
kepttheWar-!imealliestogetheZ ItWas theopenmgofihecOid"W~Efar~Wliieii
unfonnatelyhasnotyetended, inspiteofalltlibtalE

TheammicweaponsgavetheU.S・underTIumananewsenseofpowerfbrworld
domination,andwereusedbefOI℃theagr℃edentryoftheSovietUmonintotheWar,
2Waming!hatfrQrmowon_theU.S.Was the~dommantworldpowerawarnmgthatfromnowontheU.S・was thedommantworldpower・ It isnot
SWisrngllentofindagrowmghatredofAmexicamthefeelingSbf~fheSirMrS

●

ofthebombs.

Butthe肥isalsoagrowmgawal℃nessofthesu舵血gscausedbyJapan'sown
●

mmtaxistadvenmles,ofwhich伽swasthecu肋ination； thewarhadfOrcedsomany
Oftheyoungmenofthatgeneration加otheranksofthemilitary・ Didthesurvivors

騨皿"CHial"po"applie"nKO"Manchunia,Chma,SouthEhsmSia;~file~iME単sci§t link3withGerifi恩iiｼaiid~恥~湖，淀●

1mperialistpomcyappliedinKorea，Manchma，Chma，SouthEastAsia， thePacific
islands,NeWGumeaandAuspaEa？

"MpsMIW""doithateraofJapanesemilitarism,theawakemngof
3_IW_JapaninVhichmeanti-nllclearweaponsIiiovementfOrPeaMiaMME･tE

●

domi"tmotiyationofthepeopleandcouiitry・ TheHibakusha,whosememoriesare●

WrW:ME."""VV"thecore6fhssngglefbfSmm"EM
●

war,againstnuclearweaponsandfOrpeace.
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Rehrence

ThedetailsgivenherearecompiledbasedonthesecondreportoftheHibakusha
survey,conducrdbyMhonmdankyo,asshowmgthecharacrristicsofthedeaths
丘omtheatomicbombinghomthedaysofthebombinguntiltheendofl945.

Inthesurvey, thoseconfirmeddeadfromthedaysofthebombmgs(6thof
AugustmHiroshima,9thinNagasaki, 1945)unmthetimeofthesmvey(Nov､ 1985
-Mar. 1986)mtaledl2,726． ThetimeoftheirdeathsisasfOnows: ('Inblel)

Amongthetotaldeathton,22pex℃entdiedonthedaysofthebombingMd45
pel℃embytheendofl945.
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Of5,696whodiedbytheendofl945,thosewhosebombedplaceandthedar
ofdeathareknown,number4969.AsshownmTable2onthenumberofdeathsand

thedatesoftheirdeaths, thereisalmostnodifferencebetweenthedeathrafsof

Hirosh加aandNagasaki.

Table2
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ DeathrateinHi工oshimaandNagasaki

(Onthosewhodiedbytheendo這1945)
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1,914people)

Of2,797peoplekinedonthedayofthebombing,thesexandageof2,236axe
known・ Table3showstherMofchildren,womenandelderlype叩leat2,236.They
accountedfmtwothirdsor65percentofthedeadonthosedays.
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Amongthosewhodiedonthedaysofthebombing, thesituationofthedeaths
of2,603victimsisclear.

Omy4pel℃entWereabletobewiththeirfamilieswhentheydied,md40
peI℃enthaveneverbeenfOund. TYleirremainsandasheshavenotbbenreCognized.
TheyaxBsupposedtohavebeenkilledbythebomborcrushedandbunedtodeath,
butihereisIiOwayfOrtheirbereaVedfaniliestoconfimfheMEM=

Amongthosewhodiedonthedaysofthebombmg,peoplewhosecause
iscleartotal2,177． Table4showsmaincauseoftheirdeaths.
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Table51iststhethreemajorcausesofdeathofpeoplewhoweIedi1℃ctlyexposed
totheA-bombinganddiedbytheendofl945・ hshowsthecausesofdeathchanged
astimepassed. Twoweeksafterthebombing, thosewhodiedofatomicdiSease
mcleasedandreachedtwothirdsintheperiodfromSeptembertoDecember.
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ExplanatoryNotes

1.QuestionssetfOrrstimomeswe肥asfOnows:

Q5:OnyoⅢ伽nilymembersatthedmeofA-bombmg

[2]DidanyofyomA-bombedfamilymembersdiemtheperiod盆omthedayof
theA-bombing伽theendofl945？

Forthosewhoreply''Yes,''

*Pleasedescribemeconditionofhis/herdeathindem,refemngmthefO皿owing
wolds/expressionsasapmopriac

Ex.

a・withoutremainsmashes

b・withnotrceofhis/herfOnnerself
c・祀伽cedtobonesandashes

d.withoutanyonemhelp
e.writhedmpainofbmnsandinjmes
fdecayed,asifwithered
g. suddenly

＊Whatwasyourfeelmgmthedeathofthatpersonな〕ersons？
IefeningtothefOnowingeXpressionsasaplxomiaf.

Pleasedescribeit

Ex.

a. Ihnkhis/herdeathwastoo肥前ble.

b・ Iwishlcouldhavefbundhim/hermuchsooner.

c・ IamsonPyIcoulddono曲mgfOrhim/her.
d.Irege("Iwastheonlyonewhosurvived(inmyfam皿y).
e・Iwishh"Sheweresmalive.

fGivemebackmychild/Cmdren,father,motherandthepeople
lost.

2.The[stimomesareallmigmal・ Mistakesmwritings,Chinesecharacrrsand
JaPanesesynabarieshavebeenpartlyconBc妃d. Individualnamesameshownasxx,
andsupplementaryexpressionsbyeditorsareputmbrackets( ).

3．Threehm血""timqpipp"diVideqintOtwOgroupsaccmdmgntheplaceof
WW"""WherdiviqedilltothefOllowingfbnrgfoupsaccoraingtbnie~Ei"
ofdeathsoffamilymemberymembers.

(!)IieathWx"T"tPqy":TCStimOniesonthedeathsoffamilymembexymembers
onthedayoftheA-bombing(Hiroshima-Augllst6,Nagasaki-YAugUgfjj

(2)DeathsinTwoWeeks:Tbstimomesonthedeathsof伽nilymemberymembers
Withinl4daysaftertheA-bombing(Hirosh加a-mlAugust20,Nagasaki-tillAugust
23）

(3)Deaths by theEndofAugust: Testimomes on thedeaths offamily
Xi



member/membersuptoAugust31,1945

(4)PeathS by [heEndOf l945: Testimonies on (he deaths of family
membelymembersuptoDecember31,1945

4.0nfamilymember加emberswhodied,thefO皿owmgmmsalegivenfromthelist
ofdeadfamilymembemnembersmthesurvey:

Relationshipofdeadfamilymemberymembers(w肋mfmmant)
AgeofdeadfamilymemberymembersatthetimeofA-bomb(=ageathis/herdeath)
Causeofdeath

Distancefromgroundzero
Recogmtionofhis/herdeath.

(EachdeadfamilymemberiSnumbered)

Fonowmgcausesofdeathmean:
Kmedbythebomb:SufferedtheA-bombingMddied.
Cmshedandbumedtodeath:Buriedandbumedtodeth

underfallenbunding.
medofseriousinjuriesandbums
Diedofammicdisease:Diedofacuteatomicdisease.

Onrecogmtionofdeathoffamilymembexymembers
RemainsfOund:Thedeadrecogmzed
AshesfOund:Ashes肥cogmzed.

5．OntOpofeachaccountismedescxiptionof加fmmant.
PlaceA-bombed(Hirosh伽aorNagasaki)
ConditionsofA-bombed(distancehomgmundzero)
Sex

AgeofA-bombed
Referencenumber

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●ひ●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●◆●●●◆●●●●●

FreedescliptionsoftheHibakushaaxBtobepublishedm"TheDeathsofHibakusha
(Vol.n)-afH1946'' (movisionalme).
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HIROSHIMA

A-BombCenotaph inHiroshimaPeace
MemoriaI Park.The inscription reads,
"Rerinpeace.Wewill never repeat
thismistake.” 識恩；





可詩…群

Intheriver inearlymorningofAugu､nearYOkogawa-bashi・ Never
beforehadIseensuchanappallingsight.Spontaneouslyl fal l tomy
kneeson theriverbankand joinmyhands inprayer. Painting:
NAKANOKenichi,age48inl945.

1.Deathson'1ThatDay'! （ t6)AuguS

5Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Age
O1-0047

1

Familymemberswhodied

1)Momer(39) --DiedonAug.6. Causeofdeath

l・Okmfromgroundzero
Neverfbund

2)YoungerSister(13)-Sameasabove
3)Grandmomer(79)-Diedofatomicdiseaseon

2.0kmfromhypocenter

known.-u、

Nov. 21

(Mother)

TwopeopleintheneighborhoodtookpartinthevolunteerworkofIwopeoplelnmenelgnDomooQ[ooKPar[1nmevolumeerwOrKOIremOvIng

bundmgs.TheworkingsiteissaidtobeinthevicinityofTokaichi-machi・ Shehas
beenmissingsmceAugust6,thedaytheatomicbombwasdropped.Notevenher
deadbodywasfbund・Whatdidshefeelatthebnnkofdeath？Howsadandlonely
shewas!Wheneverlhappentoseeatomicbombingphotogaphs, Ilookvexyclosely
atthemtorytofindmymother,wondelingifshemightbeamongthosecharred
bodiesorthosefanenbytheroadside.Butlhaven'tgotanyinfOrmadonabouther.

(Youngersister)

Shewasasecond-yearsmdentatagirlghighschool・ Studentsatall levels
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seemedtohavebeennearthecityofficeofTakeyaPchodomgvoluneerwolk,building
1℃moval. Shehasneverbeenfbund.WemovedtoHOkkaidomNovemberl945.

LaterahiendofmineinfOrmedmethathernamehadappearedinalistinthe
ChugokuShinbuwi曲曲osewhodiedleavingnoonemCndtheirgraves.

IheardshediedattheemergencyshelrrlocardatthefOotofaslope. Ivisited
themmbofsmdemsofHirosh伽awheresherestsmpeace． IasMdfmherashes,

butitwasimpossiblesmceherbodywascremardalongwithothersmdents.

sisfrthe

myeyes.

BothmyfatherandbrotherwentmthecitymlookfOrmymotherand
dayafrrthebombwasdr叩ped.Iwashelplessbecausetheblasthadhurt
ItisverysadthatIcouldnotlookfOrthematall.

Mycousm,ahighschoolgirl,wasfOundattheemergencyshelter・ Iaskedmy
uncleandaumhowshewas.TheysaidthatnomatterhowcarefUnytheyhadlooked
ateachofthe呵Ⅲed, theycouldnotfinndher. Thentheyshoufd, "Isthereagirl
herenamedso-and-so?''・ Afaintvoicewasheardandtheylookedmthatdirection.

ShewassocompleClyalCredthattheycoumnotbelieveshewastheirdaughter・Her
faceandbodywereverybloated, likealog. Theysaidtheycouldnotidentifyher
astheirdaughfrwithoutasking"WhatarethenamesofyoⅢ伽herandmother?''
Theytoldmethatmaggotswerefesteringmherbums. Itwasalivinghe皿． Shedied
afewdaysaftershewastakenhome.

Iwonderwhethermymotllerandsisrrdiedcnlellymthathen, cravmgfOr
water. Ican'thelpbutfeelindignantatthehorrorandthenlthlessnessofwarthat
lxoughtthemsuchcmeldeaths.

Hiroshima,1．51Kmfhoomgroundzero,Female,Age7
04-0370

Familymemberwhodied

1)ElderBrother(20)-CrushedandbumedmdethonAug.6
2.0kmhomgroundzero
AshesfOund

(Elderbmther)
Itissaidhewaswolkingwithanofficegirlmthebasementoftheprefectural

office.Ahugepostfenonmsfeet.Thegirltriedtoremoveitwithallherstrength,
butmvain・ ThenaHremokeout,sohemldhermnmaway.

Befmethisgirldied,shetoldmyparentsabouthowmybrodlerhaMi64. Tlley
wemtothebasememoftheprefecturalofficeandfOummsashes・ Thinkingthey
werehis, theybroughtthembackhome.

Manypeoplearestillmissing.hthaatsensewewereluckytobeabletoknow
howhediedandgethisashes.

MyparemswereoveI℃omewithgiefbecausehewasattheageof20whenhe
diedaxmheyexpecedalothomhim. Theyofrnsaid, ''Iwishheweresmlalive.'’
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MyparentstoldmenottofOrgettoofferincensesticksathisaltarevenafter
theydie・ IshallneverfOrgethim・ IwmⅢvelongfOrmm.

HiroShima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel9
08-0030

Familymemberwhodied

1)Niece(6)-CrushedmdeathonAugust6

1.8kmfromgroundzero
(Niece)

ShewascnlshedunderbeamsofacollapsedtemplewhichwasusedfOra
kindergarten・ Herskullandlegboneswerebrokentopieces.

Whywassheinside曲etemple？Didshemoveinonherownvolitionthough
shewasblight？UnfOmna妃lyshewastheomychildkilledamongothersinme
kindergarten・ IcannothelpbutfeelpityfOrher.

Bemgunconscious,shebreathedherlastwhenIenに肥dthehousepast20'Clock.

InthehalfLconapsedhousemycousinandIspentthemghtofthe6thlymgside
bysideunderawaveringcandlelight. Nobodytalked.Weweredrownedintears.
IneverfOrgetthatmght.

Hroshima,2.Okmfmmgroundzero,Female,22yearsold
11-0071

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(9)一DiedofothercauseonAug､6
RemainsfOund

2)Youngersister(12)-DiedfromtemblebumsonAug.6
1．3kmfromgroundzero
Neverfbund

(Youngerlxother)
Asherchestwasweak,hewashospitanzedmasanatoriummltsukaichi.

saidthathewasshockedbytheA-bombinganddiedofheartattack.

ItiS

(Youngersister)
Shewasafirst-gradesmdentmagirl'sschool.Anclassmatesofherclasswere

mobilizedfOrthebuildingevacuationwork, andtheretheysufferedtheatomic
bombing. Shegotblistersonherburnedface・ Itissaidthatsheraninthedirection
ofYoshijima-choandreachedahouse;sheaskedthosewholivemthehouse, "Please
givemewater!Myaddressisxx,Koi-machi・ Letmyfamilyknow!''

Afewdayslafroneofthemcametomyhouseandsaidthatshewastakenby
asoldier・ Lookingatapictureofmysister, thepersoncried, ''Suchaprettygirlshe
was!Poorgirl! Reallypoor…'，
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IfomytheA-bombhadnotbeendropped,nowshewouldhavebeenagood
companionofmme.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel7
11-0097

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldersisfr(21)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
DistancehFomepicen[r-unknown.
AshesfOund

2)Grandmother(Ageunknown)-DiedinAugust.
Causeofdeath-unknown.

NeverfOund

(Eldersister)
ShewascaughtmtheA-bombingwhnesheworkedmthekitchen. Asshe

couldn'tgetoutofthetmbersofthebrokenhouse,sheshouted'IHelpme!Helpme!'!
Herlegscaughtfire,butshecouldn'tmove・ Shewasbumedalive.

Apersonwhowasalongwithheratthattimetoldmethis・Thenextdaylcame
tolookfmherandfOundpuruewhitebonesinthebrighdyburningfime.

(Grandmother)

Shelivedalonenearby. ThoughllookedfOrherveryhard,Icouldn'tfindher.
Ihavesear℃hedfOrherfOryearsevenonfarawayislandsandinmraldismcts,butm
valn.

Mysistermmedmtopurewhiteashes, thougheverythmgwas leadyfOrher
marriage. Iammarriedandhavechndren. Howbitrrshefelt! Ithmkherterribly
pom. Shekeptworkingveryhardinamunitionsfactory,saymg''Forthesakeofour
nation,fOrthesakeofournation...Wnation，fOrthesakeofoⅢnaUon…

Ihad5brothersandsisfrs・ Butmyyoungerbrotherdiedofainness・ FIder

sisrrwaskilledbytheA-bomb. AndFather,MotherandMelderbrotherdiedof
canceroneafrranother. Thebrother'swifeandtheirgrandchildaresufferinghom
leukemia・ AndnexteldernPomerissicknow.

FatherusedtosaythathewantedtoにⅡthedreadfUlnessoftheA-bombtoyoung
people,buthediedwithoutfillfilhnghiswish. IthinkhewasregretfU1.

Wehavesea【℃hedmPhereverywhere,butwecouldn'tfmdgrandmother・ Iam
afraidshemighthavediednserably. AndlthinkshediedfOrus,survivors.
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HrosIDima,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel8
11-0135

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(60)-CnlshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
1.2kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(52)-Sameasabove
3)Eldersisrr(28)-Sameasabove

4)Youngersister(16)-Sameasabove
5)Nephew(6)-Sameasabove
6)Nephew(4)-Sameasabove

At6:00mthemorningofthedayofA-bombing, Ihadbreakfastwithall6
伽niliesandwenttoafactoryfOrlaborservice.TherelsuffeledtheA-bombing・My
sixotherfamilymemberswerecrushedandbumedtodeathathome.

Nextmornmglnarrowlyreachedmyhouse・Needlesstosay, theywerebUmed
toashes, leavinglitdetraceofthem.

Nobodygavemeahelpinghand. Ikeenlyrealizedthatthewarwastragic.

Todayournationisprospering. Iwishthey,particularlymyyoungersisterand
twonephews,hadlivedlonger. Iregretnotbeingabletorepaymyparentsandothers
fOrtheirkindness.

Hiroshima,2．Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel5
11-0166

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(8)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1.5kmfromgroundzero
Remainsfbund

(Youngerbrother)

HewasapupninthesecondgradeofKannonElementarySchool. Theywere
hitbytheA-bombintheschoolgroundatmorningassembly. Ledbyateacher,he
andhisclassmatesgotawaytoKoiNationalSchoolinthesuburbs.Allofthemdied
intheclassroom. (Hewasamongthem.)

For3daysaftertheA-bomb,myfatherandlsearchedfbrmybrother,andatlast
wefOundhimbythenameonhisclothes. Hisfaceswelledupwithblistersso
miserablythatwecouldnothavetoldhimfromotherswithoutthename.

Hardtackwhichhecouldn'teatwasscatteredathisfeet.Thetragicscenehaunts
mymemoryevennow, though40yearshavealreadypast.
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WritingthisCstimony,IagainremembermmandCannotstoptears. Icannot
evenconmuewriting.

WordscannotexpresshowsolTowfUlanddistressedmentalandphysicalpainsare
ofparentswholosttheironlyson.

Myparents livedanumewardedlife,beingunabletofOrget thewarduring
postwardays.AninnocemschoolchimwasfOrcedtoendhisbrieflifebywar・Much
more,hewaskilledbytheA-bomb, theuseofwhichisnotpennittedhomthe
mmamtarianviewpoint・ Aslongasllive,Icannotwipeoutmymentalagony・ If
hewerealivenow,hewouldhelpmealot. Ialwaysregret, thinkingifthewarhad
cometoanendbefOretheA-bombwasdropped...

Hiroshima,1．OIKmfmmgroundzero,Female,28yearsold
l2-0024

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(67)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
1．2kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Mother(61)一Sameasabove
3)Aunt(77)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug.6

1．2kmhomgroundzem

(Father&Mother)
I thinktheywerehfwmgbreakfast inthelivmgroomat the timeofthe

A-bombing・Mydeceasedhusbandgatheredtheirashes.

(Aunt)

Wedraggedheroutofthedebrisoftheconapsedhouse・ Shecouldn'tspeakor
walk. Butourmaid(whowasnotseIiouslyinjuredbecauseshehadbeenatagood
spottoavoidthedanger)andI,withachildonmyback,ranawaytototheriver,
takingherM血us. However,shediedwhnewecrossedtheriver.

Inthemiddleoftheirconversationandcahnlxeakfast, anoldcouplewere

sqUashedandburnnedalive・ Howpainmandhottheyeel! Isahe皿吐ethat？

Ifshehadbeenleftburiedunderthecollapsedhouse, Shewouldhavebeen
bumed.Icouldpullherout,butshediedfromexcessivebleedmg.IfeelsorryfOr
her.
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Hiroshima,3．0IKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age35
12-0034

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(43)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
DistancehFomepicenter-unknown.
NeverfOund

2)Secondson(12)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.6
Distancefromepicenfr-unknown.

(Husband)

NeitherhisbodynormsasheswerefOund・ Leavinghomeinmemmning,he
musthavebeenonhiswayaroundtheepicenterwhentheA-bombwasdropped.

(Secondson)

HewasmthefirstgradeoftheHiroshnaPrefecmralSecondJumorHighSchool.
Mobilizedtothesmdentlaborcorps,hewasclearingupdeblisofevacuafdbuildings
aroundtheepicenfr. Theeldestsonalsosufferedburns. AsIknewwherehewas,
IwenttolookfOrhim. Anthestudentsweresufferingfrommfnsepainofbums
becausetheyseemedtohavebeenatschoolgroundtoatfndamomingassemblyat
thetimeoftheA-bombmg. IcouldbalBlyidentifymysecomsonbyawmtename
tagandtookmmbackhome・ Hewascharredblack,retainmgnotraceofhim. He
wasbreathingfeeblyandnoddedmleplytomycalling.

Theirdeathsweretoomerciless・ Verypoor・ Icannotrememberthemwithout
sheddingte肛sinfinitely. LosingthebreadwinnerOfthefamilyinanmslant,Iwas
atmywit'send.

AtonetimeIhadnoconfidencetoliveon.

Hiroshima,1．5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
12-0177

Familymemberwhodied

1)Brother-m-law(12)-KmedbythebombonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown.
AshesfOund

(Brother-in-law)

He_wasmyfOSterparentgfirst-bornsonandatthat timehewasafirst-year
studentmthejumorhighschoolattachedtotheUniversityofhumanitiesandscienCes.

ASthe"-raidwinmgWascanceled,hewenttoschooltoworkfOrthebuildmg
evacuation・HewascaughtmtheA-bombmgonhiswayfromtheschooltotheplace
wheretheyweretowork.

OnmywayeScapingIcameacrosssomestudentsofthejumorhighandasked
themhowhewasbysaymghisname・ Theytoldmethattheyhadseenhimgetting
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away,solfeltrelievedtothinkthathewasallright.
Onthel3th,aweeklater,myfOsterfather,whowasaserviceman,broughthis

son'sasheswithmm.hasmallboxwasanimperfectskullandonlyasmallamount
ofotherbones,Apieceofclomofhisjacketandabuckleofthebeltwhichhewore
onthatdaywerealsomit・ Hewasidentifiedbythebuckle.

MyfOsCrmotherandothersenteredthecityandsearchedfOrmmhomthe8th
tolOth・ Butanotherpersonhadtakenhisashesbackbymstakke,andtherefOrehis
homecomingwasdelayed.

Ifanair-raidwaminghadbeenissuedatthetimeoftheA-bombing,hewould
havebeenathometogetherwithme…Thinkingso, Ifeelvrysorrytilatonlyl
survived.

FatherwasmUjina. Aslwasrelativelyclosetotheepicenter,hecametome
immediately. ButlcomdescapeluckilybefOrehisCommg

Fmallylshouldsay, ifhissonwerealivenow,howmuchreassuredbedridden
Ftherwouldfel!

Hroshima,2.0kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age25
12-0222

Familymemberwhodied

1)Fther(58)-CmshedandbumedtodethonAug.6
1.9kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Fther)
AsisofrnthecaseMthanoldhouse, therearebigbeamsalongtheceiling.

Oneofthemwaspressmgh伽downbyhisbackandlegs． (AnaCqUaintanceofmine
said.)

Thehousecollapsedentirely・ HiSfaceandfeetwerebumed・ Itseemedasifthe
wholeofmsbodywithclotheshadbeenroasted.

OmyFatherandlwereatthehouseofHiroshima・ Beinganxiousaboutmeand
sayingmslastwords, "tragic!'orso,hewasburnedtodeathtogetherwithourhouse.

Itcannotbeexpressedbyanyotherwordthan''cmel", tobeburnedaliveand
conscious.

Fatherwasahouseholder. Asmybrotherandlweresmall,wedidn'tknow
abouthouse, landandotilerthings・ hthepostwarconfUsionevenourlotfenmm
strangehandsandwasconfiscatedasthelotofanabsenteelandlord's・hstantlywe
hadfallenintothedepthsofpoverty.ThenlkeemyrealizedthegeamessofFather.
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Hirosh伽a,1．5kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel5
12-0241

Familymemberwhodied

1)EldersisCr(18)-DiedmtheexplosiononAug､6
Aroundgroundzero
NeverfOund

(Eldersister)

Herofficewasneartheepicenter. Itseemedthatshehadbeenattheofficeat
themoment・Anofthe30employeeswhowereattheofficewerekilled.Theirashes
wereundertheheapofnlbbleandanotherdaytheyweregatheredbyothersuMving
employees. AttheofficefUneral, someoftheashesweregiventome.

Asshewasatageofl8,omyalittleolderthanl, shewaslikeagoodfIiend.
Asherbodywasn'tfOund,herpalBntsdidn'tbelieveherdeathandthoughtfOralong
timeshewouldcomebackhome.

Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel8
13-12-050

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(50)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.5kmfiPomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(55)-Sameasabove

ThebodyofmyfatherwasfOundburiedunderthegroundnearabomb-shelter.
Hewasheadlessandtemblybumt. Hehadbeenwearingakimonosmcehewas
paralyzedfromthewaistdown,andwasidentifiedomyfromapieceofhiskimono
jacketa伽chedtoaboneofmsbody.

ThebodyofmymotherwasfOundheadlessinthekitchen, lyingonherback
withoneofherlegsraisedandherannsstretchedupward・ Itwasbumtsobadlythat
it lookedahnost likehuman-shapedcharcoal. I remembernoticmgthat itwas
somehowpulpyaroundthebelly.

Iwas theonlychildmyparentshad. Myfatherhadbeensufferingfrom
paralysisfOrmanyyears,somymotherhadtocalryoutallthehouseholdduties.She
workedveryhardtoraisemesolwasdeterminedtohelpherandmakeherlifeeasier
assoonaspossible・ Itisgreatlyregrettablethattheirlivesendedthisway, leaving
mewonderingwhatlcanpossiblydonowtorepaythem・ Iwouldn'thavefeltsobad
iftheyhaddiedanamraldeath,buttoseemnocentpeoplebecomevictimsofwarand
beingfOrcedtodieinsuchatembleway…Nowlwishtoshoutoutloud, ''Please
retummyparents,andallthoselosttome!''
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Hiroshima,2．0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age28
13-12-114

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(71)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1．0kmfromgroundzero
NeverfOund

(Father)
MyfatherwasreportedtohavebeenseenmHacchobori,HiroshimaCityjust

befOrethebombmg,butneitherhisbodynorhisboneswerefOund. Tolivewithout
evenknowinganyhngabouthisdeathiswhatdepressesmemost.
WheneverlseephotographsofthevictimsoftheammiCbomb,Ishudderwith

horrorastheymakemeimaginethepainandagonymyfathermayhavesufferedthat
day・ Ifeelnothingbutangerthatsucharespectedmanasmyfatherhadtodieso
miserably.

Hiroshima,3．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age40
13-12-151

Deadfamilymembers

1)Tmrdson(13)-KnledbythebombonAug.6
Justatgroundzero
NeverfOund

2)Mother(75)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeath-notknown.
4.1kmfromepicenter

(Thirdson)

MythirdsonwasmobilizedmHiroshnadulingthewar. Itseemsthatatthe
timeofthebombmg,heandsmdentshomseveraljumorhighschoolsweregathered
onthebankoftheMotoyasuRiverfOrthemorningassembly・ Icouldnotidentify
thebodyofmysonamongtheenormousnumberofbodieslyingthereallbumtblack,
oneloo瞳囎exactlyidenticaltothenext・Thenwiththehopethathemighthavegone
home,Ihurriedtowardthatdirectionandseeingalargenumberofpeoplewhohad
beenbadlywoundedandburntbytheatomicbombtotterinhesmwardthesuburbs
likeamassofzombies,Iaskedsomeofthoseboysabouttherightageiftheywere

myson.

Onthemon血gofAugust6,justasmysonwasleavmgfmthebuildingremoval
work, requil℃dbysmdemsduringthewar, theresoundedan血-raidalarmandan
airplaneoftheUSairfOrcesflewhighoverthecityofHiroshnaanddisappealed
behindtheChugokuMountainrange・ Afterthealannwascleared,mythirdson,who
wasatthattimeafirstyearjumorhighschoolstudent,wentoutwithoneofhis
classmaCstogivelaborselviCe!'fOrthesakeofJapan'svictory''andmetthebombing
anddiedrightattheepicentafwhneattendingthemorningassembly.

IhavelongregettedmyfOolishnessfOrbecommga''mmtaristmother''andnot
havmgvaluedmyson'slifemore・ Atthesametime, Istronglyfeelthatnuclear
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weaponsshoumneverbeusedagain,andshouldbeabolished.

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel8
13-14-011

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(34)-KnledbythebombonAug.6
0．1kmhomepicenter
NeverfOund

(Elderbrother)

MybrotherwasacivilianwmkingfmtheAnny・ Someonesawh伽smndingm
theyardno伽nghasbeenheardofh伽smce・ NotevenhisboneswelefOundand
myparentswenttolookfOrhneverydayandwaitedupatthesoumoffOotsteps
everymght, thinkingthatitcouldbehe,butallinvain.

Mybrotherhadasicklywifeandtwochildren・AfterhiswifediedonSepfmber
1sUwaimgfOrherhusband'sretmn,myparentshadtotakecareoftheiryoung
grandchildrenofagesland3.AsmybrotherwastheomysonofmypalBnts,his
deathwasatembleblowtothem.

MyfatherusedtosayhowhewishedhecouldgotoTokyowithmsfOur
grandchildren(myeldersisterlostherhusbandandalsohadtwochildren)andmeet
GeneralMacArthuranddemandwhathewoulddotomakeupfOrourlosses.
Ifeelbadthatl,awoman, survivedwmemybrotherwaskined. EvennowI

sometimesdreamatnightofrunmngwithmybabyinmyanns, trymgtoescapethe
Hre.

Hirosh伽a,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age34
13-16-041

Familymemberwhodied

1)Seconddaughfr(14)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．8kmfromepicenfr

(Seconddaughter)
AnofficeclerkatherwolkplacemKoami-chowhosmvivedmldmelaterthat

withtheexplosion, thebuildingwheletheyworkedfe皿downandalargeconc肥妃
beampmnedmydaughfrtotheground・ Atfirst, shewasscreaminghomthepain
andthenstoppedqymganddied.

Herbodycouldnotberecovexedasthefallenbuildingwascomple[lyburntm
theevemng・Thenextday,myfatherandIwenttothetowntolookfmPherbutonly
mmssuchasroofmesandbicyclewheelsweretobeseen・Wesearchedalldaytin
itwasdark,hopingwemightjustcomeacrossanmepieceofherclohng・Wetook
asoilsampleandcarriedithomefOrhermemory.

Thelasttimelsawherwasthatmornmgwhenshelefthomesaying,"Bye,
Mummy1 I'llbebacksoon'1．Althoughshewasonlyl4yearsold,shewenteveryday
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toafactoryofMitsubishiHeavylndustriestoworkfmlaborservice.
IwasbommH加shimaandmovedtoTokyowithmyfamilywhenIwasa

primaryschoolgirl.Myfatherandixotherswhohadall3eadyreturnedtoHirosmma
msisCdthatweshouldcomebacktoHirosmmaassoonaspossiblebecausemthose
daystherehadbeenairraidsmTokyonearlyeverymght. SoweleftTokyoand
movedtoH加sh加awithmygrandparentsandthreecmldlen，

ShewouldnothavediedonAugust6ifshehadnotgoneintotown. Ifeel
guntythatshediedbecauselbroughthertoHirosmma・ Imelespeciallybadbecause
wehadbeenstrugglingsohardtokeepaliveatthetimeofseverefOodshortages
whenmanydayswembywithouthavingevenagrainofrice.Whenevermythoughts
gotomydeaddaughfr,Icannothelpcryingwithregret.

HiroShima,1．5IKmhomepicenter,Female,Age22
13-17-009

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(57)-CmshedtodethonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-notknown.
RemainsfOund

(Father)

HewaswoIkingmafactoryinH加smmawhichproducedammumtionboxesfOr
theNavy. Iheardlafrthatatthetimeof曲ebombing,his actorybuildmgcollapsed
overh伽,andbothlegswerecmshed. HecriedfmPhelpandwascalriedoutmtoan
air-raidshehrbysomeneighbors,buthewasfOunddeadoutsideaftercrawlmgout
oftheshelCr.

Heavilybumtbytheatomicbomb,Imyselfcouldn'twalkatall・ Thenextday,
onthe7th,mysister-in-lawwenttomyfather'sfactoryandfOundhisbody,wmchshe
houghttotheschoolyardoftheSecondJumorHighSchoolofHirosh加atobe
cremated.

Onthedayofthebombmg,Imanagedmgotomyrelative'shousemSanjo
whereourfamilyhadagreedbefOrehandtocometogethermcaseofemergency.
Althoughlwai[dtherefmmyfathertin30'clock,hedidn'tappear.Thenlstarted
todoubtmyfather'ssafety. SolleftSanjoandwenttoMomijidanimKoi.onfOot
lookingfOrhim. Hearingthathediedafrrcrawlingoutwithhis legsbroken, I
deeplyregetrdthatlmyselfcouldnotmove, sowasunabletoseehimbefmPehis
death.

Iwonderwhatthoughtscrossedhismmdduringthehourhewaitedhisdeath,
havmgtwoofhissonsmledmthewarml944andhemmselflymginsuchpain.

IntheevemngofAugustl51945,seemghPomthehint叩abeautifillviewofthe
townofYoshida,TakadaDismctlitupallover,rarsrOlleddownaslthoughtofmy
father-thathewouldnothavebeenkilledifthewarhadendedjusttendayseallier.
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Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age27
19-0020

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(62)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug､6
1．5kmfiPomepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Eldersisfr(33)-sameasabove

3)Niece(3)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
1.5kmfromepicenfr
NeverfOund

4)Mece(1)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
1．5kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

5)Niece(Age-unknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct. 19
Distancefromepicenfr-notknown.

Onthegoundsofmyhouse,burntdownbyafirecausedbytheatomicbomb,
IfOundmanyhumanbonesamongpotsandpans・ Someofthemwerereducedto
whitepowder・ Backbonessome30cmlongwerebumedblack・Almeofsmallwhir

teetiwasalsOfOu9d. Itriedtofindthemissingbonesofmy3-year-oldmeceby
turnmgoverthemins.

HQW.yer,tomygreatsolTOwIcouldn'tfindthem.Thebonesgaveoutastrong,
mdescribablestenchwhichmademyheadacheandfeelnauseaCd・ Thecremationof
bodiespenneafdthetownwithaterriblestenchbeyonddescription.

Iftherehadnotbeenwar, Iwouldnothavelostmymother, sis[randher
cmldlBnallatonce. Furthennore, theywouldn'thavebeenbumttogetherwiththe
house.

IUlinkeachandeveryoneofushastherighttodiesmoundedbythe伽nily
andtobegivenaproperfUneral.

IWllldnkCtoknowhowtheJapanesegovemmentconsidersrepaymgthose
peoplekinedinthewar.

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age36
22-0082

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestson(14)-KnledbythebombonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-notknown.
RemainsfOund

(Eldestson)

IsearchedfOrhimhereandthe肥inminsofthecityofHirosmmafOr5days.
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Butlcouldn'tfindmm.Then,Iheardthatmanyumdentifiedbodieswerebeing
carriedonboardmtheharbmofUjina,IhuniedtheremdatlastfOundhisbody.
IcarriedittothegroundoftheFirstJuniorHighSchoolofHiroshimaandbumedit
toashes.

Evennowitmakesmeahnostmsanetothinkofmydearsonwhodiedalone
withoutbemggivenevenaspoonfUlofWaterandwasleftlymgonaconcretefloor
fOr5days.

Motherslovetheirchndrenandwishthemtogrowuptobehealthyyouths. I
hadtoburnmyyoungsontoasheswithmyownhands・ Thinkofthat!

Theremustneverbew肛againbecausewartumsthewmldintohenovemght.
IcanneverfOrgivethegovennentoftheUmtedStatesfOrtheuseoftheatomic
bombs,whateverwasthereason． ⅡIwereyoungenough,IwouldgototheStates

toprotestagainsttheuseoftheatomicbomb. The肥isllolifegreaierl.dnanpnotlpr.
AndthexeSllouldbenoreasongoodenoughtotakeanotherperson'slife・ America
isdevnofdevilstohavedestroyedthelivesofsomanyinnocempeople.

Hirosllima,1．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel4
22.0141

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(50)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
0．75kmhomepicenfr
AshesfOund

(Mother)
ThedayafCrthebombmg,myfatherandldugtheminsofourburnthousem

searchofthemissingbodyofmymother. Besideabigtreewmchwas stin
smoldering,wefOundherbodyburntblacktogetherwithalittleremnantofherpants.

MyparentshadsetuptheirownsmallcompanydealingmoxygeIlgasfOr
welding・ Theirhardworkhadbegunbearingfruit.Myfatherwasoutoftownon
busmeSsandmymomerwasaloneintheofficewhenthebombstruck・ Howlonely
andhelplessshemusthavefelt!

Myfatherlosteverythingatoncemcludinghiswifeandmscompany･ How
terribleitmusthavebeenfOrh加tocomehomewheretherewasnohome-nothing

butdestructionandmisery.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age25
27-0168

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(33)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.6
0．3kmhomepicenfr

(Husband)
Myhusbandwasaleaderat thedivisionalheadquar[rsof theAnny in
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Hiroshima. Thebombfelljustwhenhewasmakingaspeechtohissuboldmatesat
amormngmeetingandwasheavnyhurtandbumt・Heescapedfromtherewithsome
ofhiscolleaguestowardKoiwherehisparentslivedandtheypartedontheway・ I
learnedthisalongtimelaterfromthefamilyofoneofhiscolleagueswhodied3
daysafterheanfivedathishome・MyhusbandneverreachedKoi;hemusthavedied
onhisway.

Thuslbecameawidowandhomeless.Ihadtotakecareofmybabyandaged
parents-in-lawbymyself・ Ithasbeenalonganddifficult40yearsofhardworkand
fightfOrsurvivalasImyselfhavesufferedfifommultiatomicbombsyndromes.

Hiroshima,2．0IKmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel9
27-0270

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(52)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.35kmhomepicenfr
AshesfOund

2)Mother(43)-Sameasabove
RemainsfOund

2)Youngerbrother(15)-Sameasabove
AshesfOund

Myparentsandbrotherwerealldeadunderthefallenandburnthouseofours.
nisnotsurewhethertheywerekilledbythefaUenhousembythefilB．

ThebodyofmymotherwasfOund"roasted'' under thedebrisofthebumt
cupboardswhichfellonherfrombothsides・ Itislikelythatshewaswashmgthe
disheswhenbombed・ Herbodywascrematedbymytwoeldersisters.

Myfatherandbrotherseemtohavebeensitdngonthesofainthelivmgroom
whenthebombfellbecausetheirboneswelefoundonthebumt sofawiththeir

waist-beltsandaleatherwalletshrunktoonethirdofitsoriginalsize.

ThatwasmdeedatragedyfOrourfamily.However,weweremorefOrtuna鯰曲an
othersfOrwewereabletoputourdeceasedmourfamilygrave・Afterwardsweasked
adivinertoCllaboutthedeathsofmyparentsandbrother・ Thedivineranswered

thatomymymotherdiedmpain. However,Ibelievethathavingbeencremardby
herowncmldren, sheislivmginpeaceinheaven.

Hiroshimahadrarelybeenair-raidedandourfamilyhadbeenlivingrather
restfUlly・ Buttheatomicbombingchangedourlivesdrasticallymspiteofitbeing
wartime、 Oursistersandlbecameorphansandlostourhouseandpropertyatonce.
Wehadtosupportourselves; therewasnoonetommtoaseveryonewastoobusy
tothinkaboutanyoneoranythingbutmsorherownsmvival・ Nogovennnentaid
couldbeexpected・Mournmgwouldnotdo.

Ithinkweoweoursurvivaltotheconstantguidanceofmyparentswhofrom
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heavenwahedoverusandmadeitpossiblefmustocomeasfaraswehaveby
helpmgoneanother. Imustadmit,however,thatmthepastfOrtysomeyearslhave
sometimesthoughthowmceitwouldbeifatleastoneofmypaIBntswerealive.

Hiroshima,3．OIKmhomgroundzero,Female,Agel3
27-0384

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(55)-DiedonAugo6.Causeofdeath-notknown.
0.1kmhomepicenter
NeverfOund

Myfatherwentoutthatmormngandhasbeenmissmgeversince. Anthese
yearslhavekeptusmyfavuiteillusionthathemaybelivingsafeandsound
somewhere.

HirosInima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age26
27-0478

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(29)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.4kmhomgoundzero

(Husband)
WhileworkingatMminagaconfectionryfactoryatl8Motoyanagi-macm,all

theemployeeswerekinedinstantlybythedirectblast.Noneoftheirbodiesoreven
boneswerefOund・ Later,aplainwoodenboxwashandedtoeachfamilyatthe
manager'shouse,whichco加血edjustasheetofpaperonwhiChthem伽eofme
employeewaswrit[n.Omyourcmldandlsmvivedandeverythingbecamegloomy.

Hroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel7
28-0014

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(48)-mlledbythebombonAug､6
0．8kmhomhypocenr
NevafOund

2)Mother(42)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0．8kmfromhypocenter
AshesfOund

3)Youngersisrr(8)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
0.8kmhfomgroundzero
NeverfOund

(Fatherandyoungersister)
NeitherbodiesnorbonesfOund.

(Mother)
ItwaslaCrknownthatmymotherwasatanearbyhouseofherrelatives． I
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alsofOundthatitwasmyaunt‐m-lawwhowaswithmymotherwhenshewascrushed
undertheconapsedhouse.

Myauntescapedfromthecmshwithher3-year-olddaughter,butshewasnot
abletomovewithherhelplessdaughter・ Theystayedonedayandmghtmapond.
TheywerefinallylescuedandcalTiedtoherhomemthecountry. OnthelOthof
August, Ivisirdhertogetinfonnationaboutmymother. Shewasinacritical
condition. Hereyeswerecompletelydamagedandherheadcutopen,coveredwith
blood・ Therewasnoremedy. OmyawettowelwasputonherfOrehead・ Shetold
methatshehanheardmymothercrymgfOrhelpunderthecollapsedhouse,butshe
hadbeenunabletodoanyhngfOrmymother. Sheapologizedtomerepeating,
''Pardonme! I'mverysorry.'' ShediedonAugustl4,4daysaf[rlsawher.

Herdaughterwhowasinapondwithhersurvivedandiswennow.

Myuncle(herhusband)whohadbeeninthearmy,camehomerightafCrthe
war. Hecheckedthesiteofhishouse,wherehefOundthebonesofmymother. I
lostallthemembersofmyfamilyatonce.Mysolrowwastoodeepmbrmgany
tears・ Iwasmtallyataloss,wonderinghowlcouldlivealonefromthen.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfh･omgroundzero9Female,Age9
40-0227

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(40)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
0.5kmfromgroundzero
NeverfOund

2)Mother(35)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
1.3kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

3)Elderbrother(12)-DiedofnriblebumsonAug.6
1.3kmhPomhypocenter
NeverfOund

4)Youngersister(2)-CmshedandblnnedtodeathonAug.6
1.3km廿omhypocenter
NeverfOund

(Fathel)

Hewaskilledbythedil℃ctblastonhiswaytowork･ Hewaswalkingonthe
roadwithinaradiusof500metersfromgroundzero.

(Motherandyoungersister)

Theywereprobablycmshedandburnedtodeathundertheconapsedhouse.

(Elderbrother)

Ihappenedtoseehimmnnmgawayintotalpamc. Hisclotheswereburnt.He
saidsomethingtomeandwentaway. IwantedtofOllowhimbutcouldn't・ Iwas

‐ 19‐



carriedonsomeone'sbackbecausemylegswerebadlyinjured・ IsmlfeelsrryfOr.
nothavingfOnowedmm. Itwasreallysadandshockingnotto丘ndbodiesoreven
bonesofanyoneofmyfamily・ Istillmissthemalot・ Ifeelextremelydistressed
everytimeIimaginehowhorribleitwastobekinedmthoseconflagrationsofhen
onearth. Howoftenlhaveshedtearsthinkingofthem・ Thisdistresswnllastas
longasllive. Itwasmdeedtragictobetheonlysurvivorofmyfamily. Ishould
havebeenkilledwithmyparents・ Theywerealwayswonderfulandgoodtome.

HirosInima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Age35
40-0778

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestson(2)-KmedbythebombonAug.6
0.5kmhomgroundzero
Remainsconfirmed

(Eldestson)

Mysonseemedmhavebeenplaymgoutside,andwaskinedbythe曲ectblast.
Icouldhardlyendu肥seemgmsbodytotallyburnedtocmders. Itwassucha
monstrouswaytobekilled. Iholdastronggnldgeattheresultsofthewar.

Hiroshima,2．OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel7
28-0039

Famlymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(15)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofthedeath-unknown.
0．5kmfromgroumzero
NeverfOund

(Youngerbrother)
Mybrotherwasathird-year-gradesmdentatSutokuJumorHighSchool.Heleft

cheerfUnyfOrwork,earlyinthemorning・ Atthattimestudentshadtodemolish
housestomakeafireheakatKoami-cho・ Smdentswhosurvivedtoldmelaterthat

mostofthemwhoworkedthere,werecmshedundertheconapsedhouseswhichthey
weretodemolish.Withthehelpofthosewhowereabletoescape,allthesmdents
whowereunderthecollapsedhousewererescuedandtheirteacherwhohadlaosbeen
injured, toldthemtogotoKoi. Theteacherdiedthenextdayathishouse・ None
ofthesmdentsknewanytmngaboutmybrotherbecausetheyweretotallyconfused;
itwasalltheycoulddotofleefOrtheirlives. IfinallyfOundmymotherattheGym
ofKoiElementaryschoolonthemorningofthe5thdayafterthebomb・Wearinghalf
burnedclothe,likerags,shehadbmnsoverhalfofherbody.Herbadlyinfecfdanns
werecoveredwithmaggotscrawlingundertheskinShelookedghostly. Smcemy
motherwasinacriticalcondition,Icouldn'tleaveheralone,solgaveupthesearch

fOrmydearbrotherfOrthetimebeing. Evenunderthenriblepainfromthebums,
sheWasverywuriedaboutherson. Sheknewshecouldn'tdoanythmgfOrh加,but
shestillwanrdtodosome伽ng. Shesomehowsurvived.

Togetherwithmymother,IbeganlookingfOrmymissingbrothermthespring
ofl946,butinvain.
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WhenlwenttothegymofKoiElementarySchooltoseemymotheronAugust
19,therewasnospcetowalkbecausesomanyinjuredlayonthefloor. Peopledug
aholeinacomeroftheschoolgroundandbumeddeadbodiesdayafterday.
Everybody,regardlessofageorsex,calledthenamesoftheirparents,brothersand
sisCrs. Theycouldhardlywaitfortheirfamnytocomeandhelpthem. Theyall
weregroanmg''Ithurts,ithurtsterribly.Helpmeplease."FormnaCly,Ihadnoinjmy
atall,butlfeltsomehowguiltytowardpeoplewhowereterriblyinjured. Iwondered
whathadhappenedtomybrother,orifhehadevensurvived・ Hemustbewaiting
fOrussomewhere, just likeothers. ItwasveryuncomfOrtablefOrmemsitthere
domgnohng． Solhelpedotherpeoplewhose伽nilymembershadn'tcome.
Engagedmhelpmgothersmademefeelmuchbetter. Everyday,peoplediedone
afteranother.Mymothersufferedterriblepainandworriedverymuchaboutherson.
Tothisday,Ismlwanttoknowwhathappenedtomybrother.

Hiroshima,1．5kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel2
28-0052

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(54)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1．0kmfromgoundzero
RemainsfOund

(Mother)

AftermybrotherandIleftfOrschool,mymotherstayedaloneathometotake
careofthehousework・ Asitwasalitdeaffr8:00inthemormng,shewasprobably
washingdishesmthekitchen. Laterlheardthatallthefamilymembers-myfather,
elderbrother,andmswife-searchedfOrmeandmymotherhomthatevemngn
midmght・ Theymedhardtofmdus,wau伽garoundandcheckingeverycorpseto
identifyus. TheyfOundthebonesofmymotherunderthekitchen. Togetherwith
thoseofsomebodytheyhadconectedattheelementaryschoolsitemplaceofmme,
theybroughtthebonesofmymother, toaBuddhistfmpletoholdafUneralservice.
Theymadetwomortuarytablets;onefOrmother,anotherfmme.

Theygavemeupfmdead. Theydidn'tknowIcouldn'twalkandthatitwas
hospitalizedmaschoolgymfOralongtme・ Isometimeswishedwehadbeenkilled
togethersothatlcouldhavesharedthelastmomentwithmymother・ Butonsecond
thought, Icametorealizethat itWasmydutyandresponsibilitytolivefOrmy
mother,nomatterhowharditwouldbe.

Hiroshima,2.0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel9
33-0086

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(28)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0．3kmhomgroundzero
NeverfOund
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Iregardedmybrotherasmyfather,andreliedonh伽verymuch,sincemyfather
haddiedyoung． Itriedveryhardtogetanykmdofinfmmationabouthim・Neither
hisbodynorhisbonesweleeverfOund.Mymotherandldecidedtoregisterhis
deathmthebranchofthemumcipalofficemHijiyamabecausewethoughitwas
pomtlesstoleavehimjustmssmg.

Butlhaven'tbeenablemgetanyinfOrmation.Mygriefbecamegeaterand
greaterastimepassedby. Howmuchlwishedhewerealive.

HiroShima,Enteredthecityafterthecity,Male,AgeZ6
34-0205

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister-m-law(14)-SeriouslybumedtodeathonAug.6
0．5kmhomgroundzero

2)Youngersister-in-law(10)-SeriouslybumedtodeathonAug.6
0.5kmbFomhypocenter

(Twosisfrs-m-law)

IheardtheywerearoundHacchoboriatthemomentoftheA-bombingandmed
toescapemthedirectionofHirosh伽aSmtion・Howeverbothofthemfaintedonthe
wayandremainedunconsciousfOrafewhours・Whentheybecameconscious, they
werebeingtakencareofatthehouseofthepresidentofacottoncompany・ Butthe
housewassoonengulfedmthemfemo・ SotheyhadtobetransferredtotheEast
MilitaryDrillGround,wherelfOundthem.

Itwasreallyhardmrecogmzethembecauseofmeterriblebumsallovertheir
bodies. Stmtheywereluckierthanothers, smcesomehowtheyweretreafdby
mmtarydoctmsandsufferedless. Theyoungerdiedatmidmghtandmeelderdied
earlymmemon血g. Itwasobviousthattheywouldn'tlivelongwithsuchbums.
ButIdideverythmgIcouldfOrthem, tinthelastmoment.

Thegieflgmdgeandsorrowofthemomentareheretosmy･ Theyprovide
constantlamentationtothisday. Onlythewimessesofthosedayscangaspthe
IealityoftheA-bombing・ Peoplewhohearaboutthestoriesofthosedaysonlythink
howcmelthewarwas.

HirosInima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age37
34-0206

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister-m-law(13)-Kinedbythebombwithinjuriesand
burnsonAug，6
1.0kmfromgroundzero

(Youngersister-in-law)
Anmyfamilytriedtofindouryoungersisteram-law(namewithheld).Butfmally

wegaveherupfOrdead・ WhenwewereorganizmgamemorialservicefOrher,
suddenlyasoldieronleavecameanddeliveredtheh血ofmysister・HereporCdthat
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hellafiencOUnteredheralongaroadside, sittingdownandbeggingfOrhelp. Her
ey.ballShadfallenfrOmthesockets,herbodybumedblack,herhaircrispanaallher
skinhadpeeledandhungdown・ AlthoUgh, itdidn'tseemshecouldlivelong,he
madeatemporaryshelrrfOrheroutoftinplatesaroundthele・ Lafrheremmedto
herandconfirmedthatshehaddied. Shewascmematedtogetherwithotherbodies.
Soheomybroughtherhairtous.

Jcaqimaginellowdesperatelyshemedtogohometoherparents.Althoughshe
hqdlos!hpreyesignt,_shewalkedall thewayandanrivedatHijiyamabyfOlibwing
othervictimsuntil shewas completelyexhausted・ Sheevenmallydiedalone,
despairing,withoutbeingattended.

WhatacmelWeapontheA-bombis! ItcreatedhellonearthfOrsomanypeOple,
fPrthoseWholOFttheireyes,Whosebodieswereburntblack,whosefacialanilb6dy
skinpeeledandhungdown・ Itwasthemosthomblesight, therewereskulls, 1ower
ll.lfofhumanbody, inteStineSgushedoutfrommouthoranusjustlikepomeganar
blosqpms2dQubl.OrmlesizedswollenbodiesofhumansandhorseS lay~about.
peopleWholosttheireyesightwereroamingaboutcallingfOrhelp. Itwasreallyhen
onearth.

Noamountofregretcanpossiblypacifymygriefwhenlthinkofheralmost
reaQhigghome. IfOnlywehadknownshewassoclosetohome, inHijiyma,we
couldhaveatCndedherandgivenheraglassofwaterfOrcomfOrt.

Hiroshima,1．5kmh､omgroundzero,Female,Agel3
34-0465

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(39)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1.5kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Mother)

IcouldnitgoLlegrmyhouseWhichwasengulfedbytheinfernoonAugust6.
Onthemon血gofthe7th,myhousewas sdnsmoking・ Onlytheroofkept its
migmalshape・ ICouldseetheupperpartofabodyamOngthetiles・ Itwasbumt
tembly・ Thehairwasalmostcompletelyburntexceptsome~onthebackofthehead.
Icouldbamelyrecognizethatthebodywasawomali・ Hermouthwashalfopenand
Icqnfixmedthebodywasthatofmymotherbecauseofthegoldcrownoflibrfron[
teeth・ ShehadcrossedherhandsonherchestkshewaEpraying・ Iwnlnever
fOrgetthatlastpose・ Ktrieatogednerout. BUtherbodywastrapPedunderabig
rockonherback・ IfOundsomebluepartsofherblood-stainedCibthesunderthg
rOck. Itwasobviousthatshehadbeeninjuredandwasburntaliveundertherock.
ShewascompletelyhelplessbecausenoOnewasathomeat themomentofthe
dCtonation.Shewaskinedmthemostholribleway. IcoulddonohngfOrthebody
ofmymother,solputasignonit,statinghernameandaddressbefOr511eftfOftlib
colmtryside. .I've_beelltbipkingofher. After25years, theMunicipalOfficesenta
n9"ayingth"heylladkeptthebonesofmymother. IwasvefymuchrelieVed
afterIreceivedthemfromtheoffice.
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HiroShima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel9
34-0488

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(12)-Kinedbythebombwithterriblybums
onAug、6
Atgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Youngersister)
WhenlfOundheratthestone-stepsbytheriverinMizunusm-choonAugust7,

shehadbumsalloverherbodyaswenasan町myonherside・ Shewasdead,lying
onherback, togetherWithherfriends. Thefrontsideoftheirbodieswereburnt
severBlyandtheirskinhadmmedcrisp. Thebacksideoftheirbodieswasinabig
poolofpusfrominfections. Icrematedherbodyandbroughtbackthebonesand
ashes.

Shediedinawaynowordcandescribe. IflhadfOundheronedayeallier,she
mighthavesmvived･ Shewastheyoungestofmyfamily・ Shewasacheerful,1ovely
giII. Iamverysonythatwelosther.Mymotiler'sandmyaunt'Sbodieswerehalf
burnt・ BothofthemweremacriticalconditionfOrawhile・ Aslwasbusytaking

careofthem,Icouldn'tholdafUneralservicefOrmysister・WetookrefUgemthe
citywhereIalwayscarriedthebonesofmysistereverytimeIhadtoescapefrom
theconstantairraidsdayandnight.

HiroShima,2．0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Ageunknown
34-0528

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(Age-unknown)-Cmshedandbmnedtodeth
onAug.6
1.3kmfromgoundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(Age-unknown)-Cmshedandbumedtodeath
onAugust6
1．3kmhhomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

MyparemsrananelectricalappliancestoreatHigaShiKaP'QIl-machi2-chqgle
mHiroshimaCity・ Theneonsignread"ElectricityandRadio3',Iremember. The
entrancetothestOreshowedasign"DesignatedshopofNHK(nationalbrOadcasmg
station)''.WhenHiroshimawasbombed,IwasmmytwemethweekOfplFgpan･y.
IcouldnotbutfearfOrwhatcouldbehappeningtomyparents. Thewholecity
lookedasifitwasbmnedflatwithfiImessmlblazing. Aslhadnoideaofhowto

gettomyparents'home,IwalkedfromFunantoHig.shi-Kpn'on-WchialonSthe
Street-ca]rtfacks;myonlyguide.ThewholeneighborhoodWaSbmeddown,solwas
atalossasto.wheremyhousehadbeen・ ThenlfOundthe伽nilynameonawater
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tankandidentifiedthesiteasmyp肛entrhouse. Itwastotallydestroyedbyfile．
(Father)

Idiscoveredmyfather,chaxredundemeathacement-likeheavythmg.

(Mother)

Mymotherwasbumedtodeathinthekitchen;omyherabdomenwasuntouched
byfire. Shewasidentifiedbyhergoldreth・ SeemgthetwochaITedbodiesand
wollderingPowmuCmhey_msthaveSUffeled,Icxieduncontrollably,myfeetfeeling
soheavy・ Itwasalivmghell・ Howdid曲eyfeelwhentheydied？ Itwastoocmel
adea曲・ IftheyhadbeenintheycouldhaverecoveredorIcouldhavetakencareof

them・ SuchcmeldeathsmustneverberepeaCd・ Iftheyhadsurvived, theycould
haVeheldtheirgandchildrenanddelightedlyseentheirgmwth. Ididnotevenhave
achancetoexpress丘nalpietytowardmyparents. Theirdeathsweretoocmeland
al℃unfOrgettable・ Thissceneisprintedonmymemory.

HirOshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel2
34-0641

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(65)-CmshedandburnedtodethonAu9.6
0．5kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Mother(45)-Sameasabove
3)Elderbrother(25)-Sameasabove
4)Nephew(5)-Sameasabove

5)Elderbrother(18)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.4
0.9kmfromgroundzero

My､homeWas tqeK3miya-chobranchofMhonTsuunCo.,Ltd. (ancking
company),whichemployedmanypeople・ htheruinsofthefire,manyburntdry
bonesandasheswerefOund・ Icollectedallthebonesnotidentifiedbytheirkin.

Thougitheirde3thqwerer.allyCmel,theomycomfbrttomewasthattheirpain
ngUqtlPvebggn.mughshQrterthalltheagOnyofthosewhosuIvivedandeventlially
diedaftersufferingfromburnsandwounds.

Eve9now.asltakeupmypen=towritethis,Igettearsinmyeyes,wondering
qol"mUgllallxietymyparentsmusthavefeltaboutilleiryoungestthiid~me,befOlg
dymg. Ifeelalumpinmythroat.
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Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age22
34.0855

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisfr(25)-CmshedandbmnedtodethonAug.6
2．Okmhomgroundzero
RemainsfOmd

(Eldersister)

IheardthatmysisfrwasinherofficeandkinedonthespotafCrbeingblown
homherseatbythewindowandcmshedunderfilingcabinets・Herbody,reportedly
searchedfOrbyreliefteamsthenextday,wasmissmg. IlookedaroundthecityfOr
herbody,andonAugustl2finallydiscovereditamongthebodiesconectedonthe
schoolgroundoftheNo.2PrefecmralJumorHighSchool・ AhalfLrottenbody,with
aswollenblackfaceandskindanglingdownfromherannsandlegs, itretainedno
traceofherlivingdays・ Idraggedherbodyonstrawmatsandcremateditata
sand-boxatthecorneroftheschoolground,gathermgwoodfromthedebrisofthe
bumedschoolbuilding.

Icriedallmghtlong,facmgthedeathofmyonlysisrr,whomlhaddepended
on. Thiswasthefirstcmeldeathlexperiencedmmyfamily. Lymgbesidethestin
bun血gbodyofmysisteronthesandoftheschoolground,Iwonderedwhatwould
becomeofusandwhetherJapanwouldbedefeafd・ IputontheringIhadtaken
frommysisCr'sfingerasamemento,andprayedthattheringmightprotectmehom
whatevermighthappen・ Atdawn,Ilefttherealone,withmysister'sboneswrapped
inatowel,weepmgandprayingfOrthethousandsofdeadwhosebodieswerestin
lyingmere. OnAugustl51remmedtoSaijo.

Ismlkeeptheringonmyfingerasatalisman・ Ifomyshewerealivenow,she
couldhavetemerhe紅にdlygivenmeadvice,comfort,andmanyhappytimes.

Hiroshima,3．OIKmfmmgroundzero,Male,Age29
34-0913

Familymemberwhodied

1)Seconddaughfr(5monthsold)-DiedofseriousinjmesonAu9.6
2.3kmfifomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Seconddaughter)
Mydaughterdiedwhenmywifewasbreast-feedmgher. Thebaby'sheadwas

struckbytwopiecesofglass・WmlehermotherlookedfOrafirst-aidstationmy
daughtercriedfOrafewhours,butthenstoppedbrea伽ng． Hermothertookshelter
atWasedaShrineMountaininUsmtawiththebody.Intheevenmglmetthemand
broughtthemhome.Thenextday,Icrematedthebodyanddiscoveredlargepieces
ofglassamongtheashes. IstiUremembermypoordaughterandherdeath.

Fivemonths-oldthen, shewasreallylovely・ Howcnlelherdeathwas!
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Hiroshima,2．01Km,Female,25yearsold
34-1207

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestson(1)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
1.8kmhomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Eldestson)

Mysonshriekedonce,andthatwastheendofhislife.Whenlcametomy
senses,hewascmshedtodeathunderabigtree. MysonlookedsopitifUl thatl
couldnotleavehisbodyalone・ Myheartacheswheneverlwonderwhathewould
looklike,andhowwewouldlivetogether, ifhewerealivenow.

Whydidhehavetodiesocruelly？Whywasaninnocentchildkilled？Though
40yearshavepassedsincethen,Istnlsuffergreatsadness・ Howhappywewould
havebeenonlyifhewerealivenow! Givemebackmyson!

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age35
34-1577

Familymemberwhodied

1)Secondson(13)-SeriouslybumedtodeathonAug.6
1.0kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Secondson)

Onmedayoftheatomic-bomb,mysecondsonwasevacuatedfromabuilding
inKako-machi・OnthebankofKako-machi,aclassmatefromtheSecondJumorHigh
School,whowasalsoinjured, toldme, ''Iwaswithh伽attheriverandwecrossed
thebridge".Attheedgeofthebridge,Ifinallydiscoveredmypoorsoninrags,with
mshairbumt,hisfaceswollen,andhisskindanglingdown. Becauseoftheshock,
Icouldnotspeak.

IwishedlhadreachedhimeallierbefOrehiscrueldeath.HowhewanCdtosee

me,andhowscal3edhemusthavebeen! Iwishedlhaddiedinsteadofh伽．

Hiroshima,2．Okmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agell
34-1944

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(38)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0.8kmfromgroundzero
NeverfOund

(Father)

Becausewecouldfindneithermsbodynorhisashes,mymotherandlcarried
backsoilfromMoto-machiwherehewassupposedtohavebeen,astheonlymemento

‐27‐



ofmm・ Amanfromthesamesquadasmyfathertoldusthatwhenhevisited
Moto-machi,peoplewerescm℃hedtodeathandlookedlikeblackstoneStatues・ Some
suMvorsstaggeredmtoariver・ Myheartnearlybrokewhenlwonderedhowmy
fatherhaddied.

MymotherofCntalkkedofthedaywhenmyfatherwascalledupfOrmilitary
servicefOrthesecondtime.0nthemormngofhisdeparmre,helookedlonelyand
qUietlystayedinhisbedfOralongtimewi血msheadcoveredwithbedclothes.

Then,finally,whenitwastimetoleavehestaredatme,his
homewithoutloOkingback. Itwasthelasttimeleversawhim.
fOrhisdeth.

firstson,andleft

Ifeeldeepregret

Hirosinima,3.Okmhomgroundzero,Female,Age23
34-4102

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father-in-law(62)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．5kmhomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Father-in-law)

Afterlhadbeensearcl血gfOrmsbodyfOraweekmtheminsofthefire,I
discoveredatorsomwhiCclothes(aBuddhistsurplice)withoutahead,annsorlegs.
Icrematedthetorsowithfirewoodlconected. Thebodywasidentifiedonlybythe
clothesbecausehisfacewaslost・Thebody,whichwasnotrotten,lookedlikeadried
ash.

Didhediemagony! Thisquestionhaslainatmyhearteversmce.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel6
34-4342

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersism(12)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1．3kmfromgoundzero
NeverfOund

2)Brother-m-law(19)-Sameasabove
3)Sisfr-in-law(21)-KinedbythebombonAug.6

Distancehomtheepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

(Youngersister)
ThebombwasdroWedwhenmyyoungersistermsmdentservicemtheanny

wasparticipamgmtheremovalofbuildmgs. IwalkeddowntheruinstolookfOr
her,butfOundnotrace・ ThebodiesfOundhereandthereweresodamaged,with
red-bumedswollenfaces, thatevenmotherscouldnotrecogmzetheirowncmdren.

IEnallyfOundheremergencykitandbroughtithome・Thericemsideherlunchbox
wasscor℃hed・Webmedheremergencykitmagraveinsteadofherashes,asno
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partofherbodywasrecovered.
EverydaylwenttolookfOrher伽oughoutHiroshimacity. Shewassucha

smartgirlthatthewholefamily伽aginedhopefUnythatshewouldhavetakenrefUge
somewheremthesuburbs,withotherpeople,andwouldremmhomelater.

Wonderinghowshedied,Istilllamentherdeath・ Thepeopleinherschooltold
usthatshewasengagedintheremovalofbuildmgsnearDobasm・Whethershewas
blowntodeathwithoutleavmganytrace,orburnedtodeath, Iregretlcouldnot
attendherdeathbed.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agell
34-5153

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(13)-DiedmAugust・Causeofdeath-unknown.
DistancefiPomepicenter-unknown
BodyneverfOund

(Elderbrother)

Afterthebombingmyolderbrother,whowastheninthefirstyearofSanyo
JuniorHighSchool,was lost. HearmgthathewasaroundTakanobashiBridge,
Kako-machiorNakajima-macmatthetimeofthebombing,welookedfOrhimwithout
success.

Atthesightofmyparents'profoundgriefblmyselffeltguiltyfOrsuwivmg.

Hiroshima,3．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-5229

9

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(13)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

(Youngersister)
Whenthebombfellmyyoungersisterwasabout300mefrsfromgroundzero.

Shewasworkingmthesmdentserviceofthearmy.Neitherherbodynorherashes
wererecovered,solcouldnottellhowshedied. Theatomicbombanmmlatedevery
studentinthefirstandsecondyearsoftheMunicipalGirl'sHighSchool,andalltheir
teachers.

NotonedayofhershortlifetimewaspeacefUl;untilthedayshewaskilledby
theA-bomb, sheneverexperiencedamusementnoratedeliciousfOod. Evennow,I
feelsorryfOrherprematuredeathattheageofthirteen. Everynuclearweaponshould
beabolishedassoonaspossible. Otherwise, theatomicvictimswinneverrestin
peace.
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Hiroshima,3.OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age29
34-5333

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(34)-CmshedandbumedtodethonAug､6
1．5kmbfomgroundzero
Ashesfound

(Husband)

ARersear℃mngfOrmyhusbandonAugust7,mylXother-inPlawtoldmethathe
hadprobablydied. Aweekla[r, Iwenttohisofficetoreceivesomeremains
discoveredbyhisdesk・ Thoughlwasnotsureifthebodywasreallyhis,Iplaced
itinagave.

Whatdidhe伽血wmlehewasbumedalive？Howcmelmsdeathwas1 Ifhe

hadsurvived,howhappylwouldhavebeenwithmychildIBn・ IfeelsolryfOrmy
cmdren.

Hiroshima,1.5IKmhomgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-5492

Famlymemberswhodied

1)Eldersisrr(19)-DiedonAug.6． CaUseofdeath-unknown.
DistancehomepicenCr-unknown
NeverfOund

2)Youngersister(5)-DiedofseriousinjuresonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

(Eldersister)

Iheardthatmyeldersister,whowasmssing,wasseriouslybumed. Thoughts
ofhowshemusthavesuffered,howshemusthavesearchedfmmyparentsand
lookedfmFwafr,andthendiedaloneonthestreets,makemyeyeswater.

(Youngersister)
Myyoungersisterwhosebowelswereexposedbywoundscoumhavebeensaved

bysurgeryifithadbeenpeace伽1e・ Iamagainstallwar.

mroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel7
34-5639

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(54)-BmnedtodethonAug.6
1．Okmfromgoundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Aunt(Ageunknown)一ⅨedonAug.8.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
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MyauntwhodiedonAugust8toldmethatwhenthebombfellmymotherwas
atastlBetcarstopatTokaichi-machi,andherbodywasfOundonthewestendofthe
railwaybridgeatYokokawathenextday. Judgingfromherburnedanns, legsand
knees,shepfobablycraWledawayfromthefire.Awomanwhohappenedtobenear
mymOthertoldmethatmymotherwasattheedgeoftheYokokawaBridgeandwas
carriedtotheriver-sideonthebackofasoldierwhowaspassingby, todrmkwater.
AroundlOp.、.,aftershereturnedtothebridge, shesuddenlystoppedtakng.
Perhapsthatwasherlastmoment.

OntheevenmgofAugust6,familymembersandrelativeswentouttosearchfOr

her2butaguardteamblockedtheirwayontheeastendoftheYokokawaBridge
Sayingitwastoodangerous. If1,astudentstayingatadormitoryinthecitytheil,
hadlearnedwhathadhappenedtomymother, Iwouldhavegonetoherrescue,
Iiskingmylife.

Walkingthroughthesmolderingcity, I Ieturnedhometoatexrifiedfamily,
victimsoftheA-bomb,andtookrefUgewithmydeadmotherandwithmybrother
whoWasseriouslyinjured. Irememberthescenesof40yearsagoasifitwereonly
yesterday.

Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel5
34-5725

Familymemberswhodied

1)Grandmother(55)-Seriouslyinjuredandburnedtodeath
onAug.6
0.8kmfromepicenter

2)Youngersister(13)-Seliouslyinjuredandburnedtodeath
onAug.6
1．Okmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

(Grandmother)

AroundnoonofAug.6,solwastoldlater,mygrandmotherwastakenhomeon
apushcart・ Theskinontheupperpartofherbodywasdanglingoff (Ididn'tsee
itmyself,aslwasalsoinbed,withaneyeinjury.) Shediedatmidnight,inthenext
room,groaningfromthepainoftheburns.

(Youngersister)

Myyoungersister,whowasinthesecondgradeatagirls' school,didn'tcome
homeafternoononAug､6.MymotherwenttolookfOrherasfarasTakanoBridge
andthecityoffice.Onherway,sheaskedpeoplewheremysisterwaslikelytoflee
ortobeaccommodated. Shecheckedthegirlsmdentrfaceslyingalongthestreet
onebyone,omyinvain.Whenshecamehomealone, shewasverydiSappoinrd.

OnthefOllowingday,Aug.7,oneofouracquaintancescametotenusthathe
hadseenmysisterinOkawaElementarySchool.Mymotherhumedtotheschool.
ButwhatshefOundtherewereonlyherashesandherbagwithhernameonit.We
weIetoldihatshehadhadburnsallaroundherbodyanddiedintheeveningcrying
andgoaning.
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MygrandmotherhadfOursons,butthreeofthemwerekilledbythewar･ The
eldestwasmyfather. Heusedtomnariceshop. Butasricewasincludedinthe
rationgoods,hecoudn'tcontinuemsbusmess. Thenhewascommandeeredand
assignedtosomeworkhehadneverdonebefOre.Duringworkhewasinjuredonthe
headanddied・ Thethirdsonwasapilot・ Hewaskinedmanairbattlemthesouth
Pacific.ThefOurthsonwasonboardawarshipandkilledwhenhisshipwashit,and
alsosankindlesouthPaciEc・ Sufferinghomtheseriousburns,sherememberedher
sonsinchn曲ood,anddiedsaying"Goodboys,goodboys…”

Iregretthatwecouldn'tdoanythingfmmysis r. Istinwishwecouldhave
fOundherearlier.

mrosllima,3.0kmfhoomgroundzero,Male,Agel8
34-5792

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(14)-KmedbythebombonAug.6
0.7kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

(Youngersister)
Itwas suspecCdthatmysisterhadbeenkinedwhilehelpingtobuildan

evacuationcenternearthefOnnerplefecmralgovernmentbundmg・ Probablyshefled
tothenearestriver,wentintoitanddiedthere・ Shedrifteddowntheriverand加o

HirosmmaBay. HerbodywasfOundbyapassingshipnearBenCnlsland. ItWas
takentotheshoreatUjinaandreportedtothepolicestation.Whenlwasgoingto
crosstoNiij伽a,lookingfOrher,IfOundhernameontheboardofthepolicestation
andidentifiedher.

Hroshima,3．0kmh･Omgroundzero,Male,Agel6
34-5797

Fam皿ymemberswhodied

1)Father(50)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0．6kmhomepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Mother(45)一Sameasabove
RemainsfOund

(Fathex)

HewasfOundundertheminsburnedtobonesandasheswheremsstudyshould
havebeen.Hslemamngbonesweresohagilethatlbelievedhehad''roasted'' there
fOrmanyhours.

(Mother)

WhenMotherwasfOund,shewas[rriblybumedandlookedlikeamummy・ So
shockedatthehorriblescene,Icouldonlymnawayfromthesite・ Istillregretthat
Ididthis.
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Hiroshima,2．0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age23
34-5835

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(49)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug､6
0.6kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Mother(40)-Sameasabove
3)Aunt(40)-Sameasabove
4)Uncle(46)-DiedofseriousbumsmDecember

Distancehomepicenter-unknown
(Father)
Ashishomewasnear theblastcenter, hewasprobablycaughtunderthe

destroyedhouse,whichinstantlycaughtfilBandhecouldn'trunaway.HewasfOund
completelybumedtobonesandashes. ThefOodinms stomachhadtumedto
charcoal. (Hewasidentifiedbymswatchandthekeyofthesafe.）

(Mother)

Anersea【chingeverywhere,Ididn'tknowwhereelselshouldlookfOrher・ As
Iwaspokingcoalswithastickwhichwerestillsmoking,IfOundherhairpm. Idug
attheplceandfOundherbones． (Shewasidemfiedbythepatternofhertrousers.)

(Aunt)
ShewasfOundatthesameplaceasmymother． (Shewasidentifiedbyher

trousersandskinpurse.）

Itwastoocruel・ Theyweretooyoungtodie. Leftalone,Ihadtohandlethe
taxbusinessandeveryhngallfOrmyself. Iknewnothmgaboutthesethmgsandl
hadahardtime・Mylifehasmmedmtoalivmghen.

Hiroshima,1．5IKmfmmgroundzero,Male,Age29
34-5906

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(66)-CmshedandbmnedtodeathonAug､6
1．5kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Eldestdaughter(3)-Sameasabove
3)Secondson(1)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6

1．5kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

4)Lodger(75)-Sameasabove
5)Lodger(12)-KilledbythebombonAug､6

1.5kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

(Motherandeldestdaughter)
Ourhouseconapsedandwasdestroyedbyfire・ TheirdeadbodieswerefOund
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insidethehouse. Thenextdoorneighbmwhoescapedandsmvivedsaid, 'IYour
motherwascallingfOrhelprepeafdly・ Ialsoheardyourcmdren'scry,butalll
coumdowastosavemyownlife･ Icoumn'tgotosavethem''・Theywereleftthere
helplessanddied.

Whenmymother'sdeadbodywasfOum,ithadonlyaheadandatmso;anns
andlegsgone. AsfOrmydaugh[r,herbodywasalsowithoutannsandlegsand
bumedblack.

(Mysecondson)
HewasalmostoneyearoldbutdidnotqUitereachthatage.

insidethehouse,buthisbodywasneverfOund.
Hewasprobably

(Others)

Onefamilyhadrenfdthefirstfloorofourhouse・ Theoldwomanandher
grandchilddiedthe肥．

Iwasoutthen,andonlythecmdrenandelderlypersonsremainedmthehouse
andmetthemisfOrtune.

Iwouldliketosay, ''Givemebackmychild肥nandmymother'',knowmgitis
impossible・ Icanneverunderstandwhytheyhadtobekinedinsuchacmelway.
I'nneverfOrgiveit.

Hroshima,3．01Kmhomgroundzero,Female,AgelO
34-7062

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(35)-Cmshedandbunedtodeathon.Aug.6
1．Okmhomhypocenter
AshesfOum

2)Mother(32)-Sameasabove

3)Grandfather(59)-Sameasabove

(Father,Mother,Grandfather)

TheyhadbeennssingfOr39daysaftertheA-bomb・ IvisitedrefUgesat
MU加a, Itsukaichi,Fumichi-macm, etc.,omymvain. Onthe39thday,wewere
diggingattheruinsofafiremFUjmi-chowheremyparentshadlived・WefOund
aburnedironpotandbowls・ Andfromunderthem, thegraybonesofaman, the
whitebonesofawoman,andthegraybonesofanotherpersoncameout・ SmceI
neverwimessedtheirdeadfaces, Isometimesfeelasiftheyweresinalive. My
parentsdidn'tjustdie;theywere''killed"bythewarandtheA-bomb.Aslwastheir
omycmd,Iwasallaloneaftertheydied.Mywoundedhearthasneverbeenhealed
fOrthese40years.
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Hiroshima,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-7118

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(52)－随lledbythebombinAugust
O,3kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

(Father)

HehadbeenmobilizedtoNakajimahomomvmageasavoluntarysoldier・ Each
伽nilyinthevinagehadtosendonepersonasavoluntarysoldier・Hehadbeenthele
fOrthreedays・HisgroupwouldhavebeenexchangedfOranothergroupofadifferent
vmageonAugust7. AsweknewthathehadbeenwoIkingatJiz別Ji-no-Hana,my
motherandmyuncle(myfather'selderbrother)wenttheretolookfOrh加onAug.
7,buttheycouldn'tfindhisbodyorevenhisbones.

MostOfthevillagerswhowenttoNakajimawithmyfatherweremissmg.Only
afewreachedhome,withseriousbums;evenmallytheyalldied.

Itistruethatthecmldrenwhoseparentsaredeadcanneverbehappy.Wewere
happyunmthemon血gofAug､6.Mytwoelderbrotherswenttothefront,andmy
twoeldersisnswereworkingaswarnurses.Thoughtheywexenotwithus,we,my
mOther,myyoungersisCr,myyoungerbrotherandl,werehavingahappydayin
spiteofpoverty. ButtheA-bombchangedourlivestoalivinghen．

Inmyvmage,peOplehadtogotoHiroshnaCity,pushingcarts,toobtainhuman
manurefOrourvegetablefields.Manyfamineslostfatherswhousedtodotmsjob.
hmy伽nily,myyoungerbrother(14)hadtodoit. ItwashardworkfOrhm.

Soon,webecameverypoor.

Hiroshima,1.5IKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age27
34-7188

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(52)-CmshedandbunedtodeathonAug.6
0.8kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Eldestson(3)-Sameasabove
3)Secondson(1)-Sameasabove

(Mother)

Welivedinatwo-storyhouse.
fallenoverher. Iremovedthebricks

bodywasbloodyandhalfburned.

Motherwasundertheredbrickwallthathad

onebyone・ Herheadwasmissmg.Herdead

(Myfirstsonandsecondson)

Icouldidentifyonlytheirheads;otherpartsoftheirbodiesweredismembeled.
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Isawasetofbiggerbonesthatseemedtobeemixacingasetofsmallerones.

Ijustputalimesandoverthemandleftthem. (Icouldn'tdoanyhngmmeat
thetimeandlcouldn'tstandthesight.)However,Idreamedofthemandcremad
themlaCr.

A肋oughmymsbandwasmOsaka,Icoudn'tleaveHirosh加abecauseofmy
mothuandthecmdren・WehadtobeparCdthoughwestilllovedeachother・ If
ithadnotbeenfOrtheA-bomb,wewoumhavebeenahappy伽nily・ Duemthe
A-bomb,Ilostmy伽､my・ TheA-bombchangedmylife.

HirosMma,1．0kmhomgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-7189

Familymemberwhodied

a)Grandfather(66)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug､6
0．8kmhomepicenter
AshesfOund

(Grandfather)
OnAug､6,mygrand伽herlefthomewithmymother,pushingacart,togather

woodchipsatthesifofKan-Nagarekawa-chowherethebuildings(ind.NHK-a
nationalbroadcastingstation)wereevacuamd. Cominghome,hewascanymgthem
intothehouse,whenthebombfell. WewenttoShukkei-enwheretherewasa

IefUgeecenrrmlookforhm,butwecoumn'tfindhim.Afewdayslarr,whenwe
伽g叩山erumsofthebumedhouse,wefOundhisbones. (msabdomenwasonly
partlybuned)Wecouldidentifyh加byanailclipperandsmallscissorsmhis
stomachband.

Aftermyfatherwemtothehont,mygran曲仙er(mymother'sfather)tookcare
ofus.Hiswifehaddiedearlier.Aftershedied,hebroughtupmymotherbyhimself
witiloutmarryingagain. Hespentmslifewmking.

Whenhebecameolderandwashee廿omsuchresponsibilities,hecouldhave
enjoyedhislife. But,mthewa曲ne,nopleasuresweregiventoh加exceptasmall
one・ HestoodmlinefOrpmridgeattheFukuyaRestaurant・ Andhehadtodie
bumed・ Itismopi曲皿山athehadtolivesuchalim.

mrosmma,1．5kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age35
34-7223

Familymemberwhodied

1)mdestson(14)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeth-unknown.
0.6kmfromepicemer
NeverfOund

(mdestson)
AsmdentofKannonSecmdNationalSchool,hewasmobilizedmdomewmk
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ofbuildmganevacuationcenfratNakajima-smnmachi(wheremereisamemorial
towernow).Wecouldfindneitherhisbodynorhisbones・ Itisthesaddesttmng
fOrparentstolosetheircmldren.

Whenhelefthomewea血ganewgymtunic,hesaidtome, "Mother,I'mbring
backicefbryou''. Thatwasthelastlsawofhm．

Iflhadseenhimdead,IcouldhaveacceptedhisdeathmoIeeasily・ Icouldn't
stopcrymgfmhBeyearsorso． Istill thinkofmysonandcounthisage． I
imagine,fOrexample, thatlwouldbeenjoyingahappytmewithgrandchildrenifhe
werealive・Whenmyhusbanddied,Iwassad,butmyson'sdeathgivesmemore
gief

Hiroshima91．Okmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel9
34-7240

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(42)-CnlshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0.9kmfromepicenter
Ashesfbund

2)Neighbor(19)-DiedinSeptember.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0.9kmfromepicenter

(Mother)

MyfatherwenttothemmsofafiretwodaysaftertheA-bombandfOundmy
●

mother'sIemains. Hesaidthatshewaswearingabucketonherhead・ JustbefOre
● ●

Ifledfromthesif, leavingmymother,shecalledaftermeandlyelledbacktoher.
Irememberhervoicewasstnlsteadythen. Soshehadprobablybeenaliveuntilthe
firecaughther.

Afterthewar,evenherclothesremindedmeofherandlcriedalot・Nowadays
myfathersays,"Iflhadbeenthere,Icouldhavehelpedher''.Isometimesfeelthat
Icouldhavehelpedheriflhadtriedhalderthen. IamsolryfOrit.

MymotherhadbeenprovidingfOrusbecausemyfatherwasadisabledperson.
TherefOre,aftertheA-bomb,wewereverybadlyoff.

Hiroshima,1.5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel5
34-7248

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(44)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.8kmfromepicenter
Ashesfbund

2)Youngersister(1)-Sameasabove
(Mother)

MotherwasconfirmeddeadatahospitalinTokaichi・Thebodywasbumtblack,
andthereremainednothmgunderherchest・ Itwastoodamagedandbumedtobe
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recogmzed, but thedoctusaidwhenhefOundher,merewasafastenerfOra
one-piece.Soitwasrecognizedasourmother's.

(Youngersister)
ThedoctmsaidtherewasalsoaheadbumtasblackasMother'satthesame

place・ Itwaslecognizedasmyyoungersister's,becauseshewasinmymother's
anns.

AftertheA-bombwasdrOpped,FatherenteredthecityandfOundherbodymthe
hospital・Hec肥matedtheblackbodytoashes.AsIdidn'twitnessherlastmomems,
Icouldnotbelieveshewasdead.IwasregretfUlthatIcouldn'tbeathersideonher
deathbed.

WegotMother'shandbagasanarticleleftbehind・ Thebmsinthebagwas
drenchedwithhumangrease.

IhavewisheddmeaftertimethatMother,whowasknledtoo

suddenlyandtoopitifUlly, shouldhavebeenalive.

Hiroshima,1．0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age24
35-0081

Famnymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(17)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1．2kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

(Youngersister)
Whenshewasworkingatagirl'sschool(atNobori-cho)fOrthestudentlabor

mobmzation, shesuffereddirecdyfromtheA-bombingontheschoolground. My
hiendtoldmethatlOdayslater・Wecouldfindneitherherbodynorherashes. She
wasanaffectionateandvigorousgirl.Weencouragedeachother.Wesaid,"Bye,
Mom''mthemon血9． Iwent tothemumtionscontrolsectionoftheFukuya
deparpnentstore・ Shewenttothegirl'sschool・ SincethenwefOrgothowtolaugh.
Mymother,fatherandlwerecryingeverydayinthecomerofthebrokenhouseand
weanwakedaroundlookingfOrmysisterinthedaytime・ Ibrokedownwithfever
mthehousewhoseroofleakedbadlyandhopedthatshecouldcomebacknomatter
howbadlyshewasbumed.

AtquarterpasteightonAugust6,afterwesawthelight, therearosemysCrious
soundsfromeverywhere.Wehaddifficultbreathing. Idecidedtoswimthroughthe
riverandgoupthemountainwithmyfellowworkers・ Whileescaping, Iwas
worrymgaboutmyparentsandsisterasIcouldnotknowhowtheywerethen.

Whenlcamebacktomyhouse,myparentsalsocamefromtheshelter・ Butmy
sisfrdidnotcomebackthoughitwaslateatnight. Iprayedandprayedtothestars
mtheskythroughthebrokenroofthatshemightcomeback,butmvain.Wecould
notfindhercorpseanywhere. Itwastoobad， Shewas young, 18yearsoldand
puremheart・ IwanttoapologizetoherfOrmybeingalivethoughlamolderthan
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her. Iwonderhowhotandpainfillitwasatthetimeofherdeath.

Hiroshima,0．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age40
35-0096

Familymemberwhodied

1)Seconddaughfr(13)-KilledbythebombonAug､6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown.
NeverfOund

(Seconddaughter)
Shewasl4yearsold.OnthedayshewentworkingfOrthesmdemmobmzation

inthemmmng,smgmg''KeepbeadngthehatefUlBritamandAmerica! Oh,oh,oh!''
Andsheneverretumed.

Ourhousehadburntdown・ Sowehadnoplacetosleep.WelookedfOrour
daughterinthecityeveryday・ Thoughtherewelesomanycorpses,wecouldnot
findheroutanywhere.

WelookedfOrherfOrawholeweek・ Butwecouldfindneitherherbonesnor

herashes・ SoweprayedfOrthesoulofhereveryday.

WestarCdforthebackcountryleavmgourdaughterbehind. Onthewayme
metalotofpeople・ But theywereall starknakedandcoveredwithblood, or
wearingonlytatteredclothes・ Everybodysaid, ''Water. Givemewater.'' Butwe
couldnotdoanytmngfOrthem.

Istrappedmy2-ye肛‐oldbabytomybackandtookmy5-year-oldcmdbythe
handandwalkedthroughthefieldofbumtandbrokentilesoftheroofSwithbarefeet
aswehadnoshoes・ Itwassohomdasight, thatthe5-year-chndwalkedwithout
complaimng・Wereachedthehousewherewecouldsleepat6intheevemng・We
passedthroughtheverytembletime. Itshouldneverhappenagain・ Theydiedatoo
miserabledeath.

Hroshima,Enteredthecityafierthebomb,Female,Agel7
35-0138

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(58)-CmshedandbmnedtodeathonAug､6
1．5kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

(Father)

OnAugust6myelderbrotherwasathomeasthefactorywasclosed. Atthe
mewhenmyfatherwasgoingtotheoffice,hesawabrightflashinthesky・ So
hecamebackinthehouse.Thentherearoseahugesoundandthehousebrokedown
inamoment.Myfatherandmybrotherwereburiedunderthehouse・Myfatherwas
inthemiddleofthehouse・Myelderbrotherwasmthecorridor・ Iheartheycould
notmoveunderit・ Thenafirebrokeoutnearourhouse・Whenmybrotherheard
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someonecrying,"Helpme,soldier!Helpme!,I!hesaidhemeparedfmdeath. L"k皿y
hecouldmoveoneofthepmⅢsandgotoutofillebrokenhouse,buthecouldnot
helpFather.BefOrelongonhousecaughtfire. SOmyfathersgidtOhm, ''Ifwetwo
shoulddiehere,our伽nilywmbeintrouble・ Sogetawayhomheretosurvive.''
Leavmghisheartbel血d,heleftmeplace.

～

Ifeelpitythatmyfatherwasbumedmdeththoughhe
wasalivethen・ Itwasmerciless.

Mybrotherlivesnow・ Butwhenlhnkhemusthave
feltsorryfOrthese40yearsfOrmslettingmsfatherdiebefOrehisveryeyes.
pityformybrother,too.

Ifeel

Hiroshima,3.Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Age26
40-0196

Familymemberswhodied

1)Fther(46)-KilledbythebombonAug､6
Distancefromepicenr-unknown.

2)Mother(45)-Sameasabove
3)Youngersister(20)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6

Distancehomepicenter-unknown.
Ashesfbund

4)Youngersister(18)-Sameasabove
5)Youngersister(16)-Sameasabove
(Fatherandmother)
Icoumnotgettheircorpsesastheywentremovmghousesmtheepicenfrofthe

city.

(Threeyoungersisns)
TheywereburntunderthebrOkenhouse.

coumhelpthem.

Thoughtheyaskedfmhelp,noone

Myparentsdiedneartheepicen妃rwheretheywemfmlaborservice・ Asmy
housewasaboutl．5kmfromtheepicemer,itwasbrokencompletely・ Fouryounger
sisfrswerecaughtundertheroofAsthebombblastblewawaytheyOUngeStsisier,
shewasnotunderthebrokenpinarandcouldcrawloutofthehouse. ButtheOmer
thr巳ewerebmntwmeliving・ TheywexBbumedmdeathscIean血gforhelp.When
theyoungestsistersawthefirecon血gnear,shedesperatelyescaped.

Hroshima,3.0kmfromepicenter,Female,Agel8
40-0339

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(43)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．1kmfromground"ro
NeverfOund
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Therewerenoneofherashesatthehouseburntbythefire・Solthoughtshe
seemedtohaverunout. Ididmybesttofindher,buttherewasnotraceofMother
anywhe肥．

ThQughlPannOtbelieveshedied,shedoesnotcomeback. Itmaybeuuethat
shediedaCmbledeathjustlikeotherpeoplewhodiedwithexcruciatingpain, too.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age27
40-0397

Familymemberwhodied

1)Seconddaughrr(1)-Diedfromse面ousburnsonAug､6
1．2kmfromepicenter

(Seconddaughter)

ThoughWewerecaughtunderthebrokenroof,weweIesavedbysomeone・ I
ranamundwithmydaughteronmybacktryingtoescapefromthefii℃sulTounding
uS・WecOUldgettomebeachesalongtheriver,butwewerecaughtmtheblacE
rain・ Shediedthere・Assomeonesaidthetidewouldsoonbefilll,Wewerebrought
tothefield. Butnoonecametorescueme・ SoIlaidmydeadcmldthereandran
away.

4slcollldn9tepmbher3SallumanbeingandIomysurvived,Ihaveaguilty
c9nsciellCeaboutit. IhavenotlivedwithoutprayingfOrherhappinessandexPiatioi]
ofmysm.

mm511ima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age30
40-0850

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(Age-unknown)-DiedfromseriousburnsinAugust.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown.

(Eldestdaughter)

Shedied,suffermgburnsalloverherbodywithoutletainingherfOrmerself.

IcouldhavebeenpresentatherdeathiflhadfOundherearlier.

ButeveniflhadfOundherearlier, IcouldhavedonenothingfOrher.

Iamnotlivingmyremanngdayswithoutthinkingashermotheroftheeldest
daughter.

"IWrthey"edcryingfOrwater,Iofferwaterandgreenieaonthefmily
Buddhistaltareveryday.
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Hiroshima,1.5kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel5
43-0125

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(38)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1．1kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(34)-Sameasabove

3)Youngersister(13)-KinedbythebombonAug､6
0．5kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

(FatherandMother)

Bothwerecaughtundertheroofandbumttodeath・ Theydidnotretamtheir
fOnnerselves･ Idugouttheirburnedbodiesandcremardthem.

(Sister)

Shewasremovinghousesasamobilizedsmdent・ Shewaslost・ Icouldnotfind
eitherherdeadbodyorherashes.

timeMotherwasaliveandl

deathbyfire・ Butlwishl
Wewerecaughtunderourbrokenhouse・ Atthe

talkedwithmymother. Ionlycrawledouttoescape
couldhavesavedher.

II.DeathSinTwoWeeks(tillAugust20)

Hiroshima,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age34
28-0029

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(40)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.5kmfromepicenrr
AshesfOund

2)Mece-in-law(24)-DiedfiPomseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug.7
0.6kmfromepicenCr

(Husband)
Iwenttofindmmatthen血sofourhouseafterthefireinDobashiO.5kmhom

epicenter. IfOundtheupperpartofhisahnostskeletonizedbodythere. Icouldnot
carryhimbymyselfb solremovedhisskunfromhisbodywithmyhandsand
wraPpedtwOpiecesofitinahandkerchiefandbroughtittomyplaceofrefUgeat
Koi-machi・ Hisbones肛eentombednow.

(Niece-m-law:omydaughterofmyhusband'sbrother)
ShewasgoingtotheofficewhenshewasbombedneartheJapanBankona

municipalstreetcarfromKoi-machismtion. IwasinfOnnedbyherfellowworkerthat
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herfaceandupperbodysufferedseriousburnsandherjawandannswereseriously
injuredbythebrokenpiecesofglass,exposingthesurfaceofthebonesundertheskm.
ShewassenttotheRedCrosshospital． Solwenttomeetherthereandbroughther
backtoKoi-machi.

WhenIreachedthehospital,Icouldnotfindherthefirsttime. Becauseherhair,

eyebrowsandeyelasheswereallburntoff. Butwhenlcalledhernameloudly, I
couldconfirmheratlastassheansweIed"Here!''Oneofherhontteethwascrowned

withgold， IcouldnotgettreatmentfOrher,andhadnowaytomakecontactwith
ourparents. Shebreathedherlastat9p.m・onAugust7.AtlO,ourfamilycarried
hertothenearestmnandclematedher.

Iwenttomyhomevillageatthenorthpartoftheprefecmlewithtwopiecesof
myhusband'sskullandsomeashesofmyniece-m-law. (Shetoldmeinrnnittently
whenhermmdwasclearwithbadlyswollenlipshowshewasbombed.

Ithinkthataftermyhusbandwascaughtunderthebrokenhouse,hemedinvain
tocrawloutofthehouseandwasburnedtodeathinstandy.

WhenlimaginehowpainfulitwasfOrhim, tearscometomyeyes・ Ifhehad
beenalive,Iandmychildrenwouldnothaveexperiencedsuchahardlife.

Icannot fOrget thecmeltyandpity that thatbeautifillniece-in-lawbecame
ghostlikeandwrithedinagonytilldeath.

Hiroshima,1．5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age21
34-5133

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(25)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
1．0kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Eldersister(29)-DiedfromseriousburnsonAug.7
0.5kmfromepicenter

(Eldersister)

OnAugust7akindperson,astrangertome, infOnnedmematshewasinthe
trainbefOreBetsum, solwent tomeetherandbroughthertotheplaceunderthe
bridgenearMitakiHospital・ Shesufferedseriousburnsalloverherbodyandherskm
hungdownlikerags. Shewasstarvedforwafr,butlwastoldnottogiveherwater,
solgaveheragreentomatothejuiceofwhichshegeedilysucked. Asthemedical
corpscametotheGeibiBank,Itookherthere・ Butshediedwhilewai伽gfbrher
um.Althoughlcouldnothaveherinjurytreatedatall,Ipersuademyselfthatitwas
happythatlcouldbewithherwhenshedied.

(Elderbrother)

AshewaScalleduptothe6thunitasafieldartilleryman,Ithinkthathewas
bombedthere"
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Iwasbombedatthestop,Sakan-cho. Ifeelgriefwhenlthinkhowdesperady
hewairdfOrmeamongthedeadbodiesonthestleeMrallnight. The肥wasa
sUeamnearus. SolwishIcouldhavehadherdrinkasmuchwaterassheliked.

Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age43
34-0側4

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldestson(12)-KmedbythebombonAug､6
0.7kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Husband(49)－ⅨedfromseriousinjuriesonAu9.7
1．5kmhomepicenrr
AshesfOund

3)Eldestdaughter(18)-DiedofatomicdiseasesonSept.6
0．8kmhomepicenter

(Eldestson)

Hewasattheplce700mhomtheepicenterasamobilizedstudentoutofdoors
withhisteacherand369students・ Theirsoulsweretransp砿妃dtogethermtotheblue
skyonthatday. Icanneitherseenorhearhimanymore. Ashisfatherandlwere
illjured,wecouldnotgotomeeth伽. IthinkhowfifanticallyhecalledfOrFatherand
MotherintheEre・HemusthavefallenIeachingfOrthehandsofhisfriendsmnning
away・ Itisp油血lofmetorememberlcouldnotgraspmshand・ Ihaveneitherhis
deadbodynorhisashes. Hisfaceonlylivesmmyheart.

(Husband)

Hewassobadlyinjuredathisplaceofworkastofalltotheground. Hewas
calTiedtotheschoolintheTannaareainHirosh伽aanddiedonAugust7・ Iwas
handedhisashesintheboxafewdaysafterbyacivilservant. Ifeltgriefwhenl
加agmedwhatscenesofhis49yearsherecalledandhowdesperaflywhilelosmghis
senseshewantedtomeethisfamily・ Howmercilesswaris!

HrosMma,1.5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel5
22-0335

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(41)一ⅨedfromseriousbmnsonAug､7
DistancehomepicenEr-unknown.

(Mother)
Sheseemedtothirstfmwaにr. Ihearshesufferedrlriblebunsalloverher

body・WhenlcamebackhomeonAugust8,hercoffinhadbeencarriedinmy
house. Butldidnotmeetherasmyfamilytoldmenottoviewherdeadbody.

Ithinktherewasnowayoutofit,butpeoplewhodidnotneedtodiewere
dead. ThestaCshouldcompensateusfOrourilhessescausedbyA-bombradiation.
IwishedmymothercouldhavesurvivedevenifIhaddiedthen.
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Hiroshima,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel8
33-0032

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(63)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.7
1.5kmfromgroundzero

(Father)

Thoughlwasnotwithmyfatherwhenhedied,thesearethestorieslheardfrom
myeldersisCrwhowimessedhisdeath. Inspiteofaburnheleceivedmyfather
camebackhometosavemyeldersisterandacousin・Myparents,mysisterandmy
couSmfledtotheShukkeienbamboothicketwhichwasrightbemndourhouse. They
alsobathedintheriverbecausetheywereunabletosmndtheflamesthatwereraging.
Thenextday, inthemidstoftheheatwave,fatherdiedrepeating, "Ifeelcoldi'.

Peopleweretoldthatcorpsesshouldbedisposedofrapidly,andwoodandon
weregivenoutfOrthispurpose.Myfather'sbodywascrematedontheminstoneand
hisasheswereputinasolder'shelmettheyfOundlyingaround. Hewasburiedin
iL Itwashorrible.

Iwishhewelealive!Hissevendaughtersleceivedahighschooleducation.
isregettabletothinkthathecouldn'twimesshisdaughter'sbrightfUtule.

It

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age44
34.5069

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(21)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.7
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

(Eldestdaughter)
WhentheeldestdaughterwasfOundontheriverbanknearTokiwaBridge,her

skinwastornandlookedlikeshreddedclothing・ Thenailsofherhandsandtoesall
cameoff・ Herwoundswerecoveredwithpusandblood,andmaggotshatchedm
them・Welaidherdownonthestretchercarefilllyandtookherhome. Iheldheron
mylapflatonthefloor. ''Okachan!,Oniichan! (Mother,Elderbrother!)''wereher
lastwords・

Whatapity! IshouldhavegivenhertheglassofwatershebeggedfOrsomuch.
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Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel3
34-5204

Familymemberwhodied

1)EldersisCr(20)-DiedonAug.7.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
AshesfOund

(Eldersister)
WehadbeensearchmgfOrherdayafterdayinthecity,knowingitwasnouse

domgso・ Afterwards,weweremfOnnedthatshehaddiedatOnouramedicalaid
stationandwereceivedherashes． Therewasaslightmistakeconcerninghername,
butitmusthavebeenher.

Shehadprobablybeenbadlybumedorinjuledandwastakentothesuburbanaid
station･ ThemedicalrecordmdicatedthatshediedthefOllowingday.

IfeltCmblysolTyfOrher. Itwassadtoseemyparentsinsuchdeepgief帥
thattime.

Hiroshima,3.01Kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age20
34-5856

Familymemberwhodied

1)Niece(20)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､7
0.3kmfromgroundzero

(Niece)

Shewasmyhusband'stwenty-year-oldnieceandhadbeenworkingfOrthe
ChugokuElecmcCompany・ Shewasonthewaytotheofficebytramcar(at
Kamiya-cho),whenthebombwasdropped・ Shewasthrownoutfromthetramand
hadburnsonherface. Shewenttothemilitaryparadegroundandlaydownthere
uncared-fOr・ Becauseofherstrongdesiretogohome, shestarCdtowalkandcrawl
toKoi. Fromthere,shewasiakenbackonapush-cart.

Shediedmagonyonthe7th, thefOnowmgday・ Itwasunbearabletoseea
youngandhealthygrllikehergothroughsuchdleadfulpain, losingallhernormal
fUnctionsmtwodays・ AdoctorhadcometoseeherfromFurutaElementarySchool
(temporaryaidstation)butdidnothingmorethandressherbums.

Shewasavictimofthecmeltyofwar. Shediedayoungtwentyyearold(m
agony)withouthavinghadanyfUn.Wemustneverlet thishappenagainbyany
means.
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Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel7
34-6184

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(13)-DiedonAug.7.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
RemainsfOund

(Youngersister)

IsuppoSemysisterwascaughtunderthehousewhenshewasevacuatingthe
hOuse, andthatcmshedherhipbones. Iwonderhowshegotall thewaytOthe
scienceroomofKoiElementarySchool・ ShemayhavebeencalTiedthereby
someone・ Shelaythereonthefloor. Itwascoveredwimthebloodandoilofthe

woundedanddead. MymotherandlcarriedmysistertoKoiRiverbyatwo
wheeledcartandcamebacktoOonovinagebyboat. Thesightofthedeadbodies
(includmgmysisfr's)allpiledupwasjustlikeavisionofhell.

Hiroshima,2.Okmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-0102

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(14)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
Neverfound

2)Youngerbrother(12)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.8
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

(Youngerbrotherl)Missing.

(Youngerbrother2)

HehadfledtotheriverjustaftertheAtomicBombwasdropped・ Hisbumt
bodywascalriedfromplacetoplace・Myfather,whowaslookingfOrhismissing
sons,gottheinfOnnationthatonesonwasattheKaikoshaCompany・Myfatherand
hisneighborswent thereandcamebackwithhimandhisfriendonthepushcart
around40'cIockonthemorningofAugust7.

HisschoolumfOrmwasburnedandtorntobits・ Allhisfingernailsweretorn
andhangmgdown・ Aswecuthisunifonnwithscissors,wefOundhisbodyseverely
burned.

Afterhecamehome,helosthisnormalsensesandspokeindelmum・ Sometimes
herecoveredhissensesandsaid:

''Wewereattackedbyjustoneairplane.
Won，tI？ I，msureJapanwillwinthiswar・
singawarsongtohimself.

IfIdienow,IwillhavediedinbatUe,
Don'tyoutmnkso?"Andhebeganto

''Imetournext-doorneighborandheleftpromisinghewouldcomebacksoon
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andtakemehome,butheneverdid. Fathertookmyfriendtohisfamily,didn'the?!!
(TheneighborwasbusylookingfOrhiswifeanddaughn.)

i'Hasbrothercomeback?'!

''Ourteachertoldustojumpintotheriver, sowedid." (Whenheclimbedup
thesteepbank,hisfingernailsweretom.)

Itookcareofhimtogetherwithmymotherandsister. Fatherwentouttosearch
fOrtheotherbrotherasdawnixoke. Motherwasparalyzedbyherson's[mble
condition.

Hewanrdtodrinkwaterverymuchsaying, ''Pleasegivemewater,please,
please.'' Butwecouldn'tgivehimthatmuchbecausewethoughtdrinkingwaterwas
badfOrh伽．

GraduallyhebecameqUiet. UnabletowaitfOrmsfather'sremm,hebreathed
hislastat3p.m・onthe8曲． Hewasonlyl2yearsold.

HisdeathwastoocruelandpainfUl.

Hiroshima,2.01Kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel8
13-14-029

Familymemberswhodied

1)Uncle(28)-KinedbythebombonAug､6
0．3km廿omgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Cousm(12)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
0．3kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

3)Aunt(24)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug.8
0．3kmhomepicenCr
AshesfOund

4)Cousm(0)-DiedinthewombinAugust.

Atthattime,myaunt'sfamilywasatthebussmp,Kamiya-cho,waitingtotake
theircmdrenmtheirhomemwn・Allthefamilywassmckbythebomb・Mycousm
wasknockedover・Myunclewasburnedtodeathinstandy. Myauntwasfatally
woundedinthehead・Asshewaspregnant,shebegantogointolabor・Amedicat
thescenegaveheraninjection,whichhelpedhergivebirthtoherbaby. However,
afrrthatshegrewweakerandweaker,andevenmallyboththemotherandbabydied.

Itwasverypainmfmmetohearthisnews.HowlwishedlcouldhavefOund
themsoonersothattheycouldhaveatleastdiedinbed. Thisisthebitrrestand
saddestmemoryofmylife.
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Hiroshima,2.0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age35
12-0223

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(Age-unknown)-DiedofseliousburnsonAug.7
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

2)Secondson(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､8
1.6-2.0kmfromgroundzero

3)Eldestdaughter(Age-unknown)-Sameasabove

Myhusbandwasburnedbythebombonhiswaytotheoffice・ Buthecame
homeworryingonlyaboutourchildren.Atthattime,Icouldnotlookathimdil℃ctly
intheface, because itwasdistortedfromtheburn. We tookshelterat th6
SendaPmachiPIimarySchool・Tllenextmommg,IfOundhnbreathingwithdifficulty
anditwasaroundlOo'clockthathedied,wonyingaboutouroldegtsonwhowdS
separaCdhomusduringtheschool'sevacuation.

MysecQndsopwasalsOpitifUllooking. HiswholescalphadpeeledoffThat
mght,heandmydaughfrdiedbothtalkingdeliriously.

IfeltsomiserablebecauseIcouldnotdoanytmng.Therewasnomedicmeand
IcouldnotevencalTymychildrenonmyback.

Hiroshima,3．Okmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel3
23-0080

1)Father(62)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAu9.8
1.3kmfromgroundzero

(Father)

HewenttoZakoba-choonaworkdetailthatday・Hiswholebodywasbumtso
badlythatonlyhisalerteyesshowed・ Hisclotheswereburnedaway・ Hishairwas
singedandlookedshabby・ HisbodyWasswollenuptotwiceitssize. Hedragged
hiIIlSelfjlom.and.wasonlyConcernedabOuthischmen. Icouldn'trecognize､1iim
gffir9t,.buttievOjPe=Wasindeedmyfather's.HewashospitalizednearbyTilHakuai
H9spigl,andhediedth.reCallingournames. Apolicemantoldmethis.afterwards,
whenIwenttogetmyfather'sdeamnotification.

WethreechildxenweresenttotheemergencycampinNmoshimalsland・My
yoU!ngersistQFwasPidlyburntandltoOkcareofherfbraboutthreedayswitholit
gettinganysleep・ All_theWQundedpeopleweregroamngandsaymg, ''Water,water,
water…"Thgre.wqre.lotsofyoungSilld"twoxl=rsallWealingnaiTietagsljmgOli
Wwmats.Onlytheireyesshowedlifelikemyfather's・ 血wasjustlikelivinghell.
Whqta.cnlpldeath!_EyelliftheyaSkedfOrWater,Iwastoldn6ttogivethdiiltO6
much,fbrtheywoulddiefromdrinkingwater・ IIeallyregretnotlettingthemdlink
enoughwaterbecausetheywouldhavediedanyway.

‐49‐



Hiroshima,3．0kmfhoomgroundzero,Female,Age32
26-0038

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestson(12)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､8
1．8kmfromgroundzero

(Eldestson)
Hisbodywascrematedbymyparents,husband,andotherswhousedthepieces

ofwoodgatheredfromthebrokenhousesfOrafire.

Myeldestsonwasaverygoodsmdent・ Hegotgoodgradesataschoolandwe
hadhighhopesfOrhisfilture・ IclearlyrememberhimlookingfOrhisfxtbooksand
beingdisapPomCdatnotfindmgtheminspiteofmsCommghomeWithaseriolls
burn・ He~WouldstudyfOrtwohourseverydayandthengoouttoclearawaythe
buildingsi[(destroyedbytheengmeeringsoldiers)aroundShiroSh加aKuken-cho.
onthaftragicday,hewasonhiswaytoawolksitewithawmcheadbandarOUnd
msheadandatextbookmhishand・ Itmusthavebeenneartherailroadbridge,close

toMgitsuShrine, sinceitwasonlythreeorfOurminuCsaffrhelefthome.Xt
seemedlikehewasmtbytheflashinglightonthebackside・ Hisheadwastotally
burned, leavingtilemarkofthewhiteheadband・ Theskinwascomingoffand
hangingdownfrombothmsannsandlegsinpiecesmeasurmg4or5cmby20cm.
Itwasliketakingbarkoffatree.

Ipulyregretthatmyson,fUnofpromisefOrthefUmre,diedinvain. Ifhewere
alive,heWouldbe52andintheprimeofhismanhoodnow. Icouldhavespentthe
restofmylifewithpeaceofmind.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age21
34-0118

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(23)-DiedofseriousburnsandatomicdiseaseonAug.8
Distancefromepicenfr-unknown

(Husband)
WhenlfoundmyhusbandontheevemngonAug.6,halfhisfaceWasbumed.

Therewasaholeonhisbacksobigaperson'sfistcouldgointoit・ Hewas
conscious.HisfeverbegantogethigharoundnoononAug．7． Hehadnoappetite,
exceptfOrwarr・Whenanannydoctorsawhimintheevening,heappUedsome
medibineoilontheburn. Hebegantotalkdeliriouslybecauseofthepain・ Onthe
mormngofAug､8,hevomiteddarkgreenliqUid・htheaffrnoonhisfeceswereas
blackascoal・Afterthishebegantotalklikeamadman.Anditmademeataloss.
Ithoughtinspifofhisagony5hewastrymgtoreasSurehimselfSQth"wollld.no[
worry~toomubh.Iknew~thiS,butldidnotknowWhattOdqljust.haq!Qlooka[
itthatway・ ItwasreallyroughfOrme・ Towardtheevening,heregainedhissenses
andbegantowolTyaboutourfUture・ HewassleepingsosoundlythatIthoughthis
painseemedtobeslightlybetter,butatmidnighthedied.
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Iwaswithhimbutcouldn'tdoanythingfOrhn. Ididnotgivehimmuchwater
atthepeople'ssuggestion・ I'llneverforgetthesetwothingsevenastimegoesby.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age26
34-1009

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug. 8
1．2kmfromgroundzero

Motherwascalledout,asamemberofthewomen'sclub,toZakoba-cho(behind
cityhall). Shewasbumtalloverandshehadblisteredhandsandfrizzledhair・ Her

shirtwastomapartlookinglikeseaweed,exceptfOrtheconarandcuffS・HerMonpe
(women'sworkpants)wereallgone,andbarelyremainmgwerewhiCundershorts.
Onlyawhitehandkerchiefinthepocketremainedwhereitwas. Onthemomingof
August8, sheabruptlybegantostruggle・ Shewasingreatpainandhadnausea.
Therewasnothinglefttovomit. Shewastonnented・ Shelookedtiledoutbecause
ofthestruggle・ AfrrhavingalittletalkwithFather, shefellintoadeepsieepand
died. Untilshedied, shewasalert,butspokedrowsilytowardstheend,

Hiroshima,Wentfbrrescue,Female,Agel9
34-4145

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(14)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug､8
1.0kmfromgroundzero

(Youngerbrother)
OnAugust7wefOundmybrotherlyingmthegrass,closetodeath, at the

arsenal. (PresentHiroshimaUniversityHospital)Hemayhavegonetherebyhimself,
ormayhavebeencarriedtherebysomeone・ Hetriedtogetupwhenheheardthe
voicesofhisparentsandsisCrsseal℃hingforhim.Mybrotherlookedsodifferent
thatwedidn'trecognizehim・ Hisheadwasswollenuplikeabigwatennelon. He
hadalongbummarkduetothepositionofhissoldier'scap・ Itshowedonlypores
whereheoncehadhair. Thebackofhisheadwasbumtandtheskindangled・ The
insideofhismouthwasalsoburntandturninggreen・ Hisschoolunifonnwastom
andhisbeltmadeofthickleatherwasburntandtwisted. SincetherewaslittlefOod

atthattimeofthewar,hemunnured, !ILunchbox…Ican'tfindmylunchbox…''My
brotherdiedatSontheeveningonAugust8, sayingthatwewerehitbyadirect
bombandthatwewouldbeatAmerica.

HehadonlyashortlifeduringtheseverefOodshortage, thenhediedaCruel
deam・Mothergrieveduntilshepassedaway,wishinghewasstillalive・ Ideplored
thefactthathemusthavesufferedsomuch・WecouldnotdoMythingbutapplyoil
tohisburns・Wehadnomedicine6 I'malwaysoverwhelmedwithsadness,because
hepassedawayandwecontinuedliving.

‐51‐



Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age37
34-4516

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestson(13)-KilledbythebombonAug､8
0.7kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Eldestson)

Mysonwasastudentworker． IthinkhewasexposedtotheA-bombnear
Hacchobori・ HethenfledtotheupperhinaboveWasedaSMne・ Thelehetookhis
lastixeathonthemmningofthe8th.Manydeadpeoplehadbeengatheledtothe
sMwhuetheengmeeringsoldiersstationhadbeen・ IfOundmydeadsonthere・ I
coumidentifyh加byhisnameandschoolgradeonhisunderwear. IIeporrdhis
dethtothepolice・ IcarriedhisbodytothesquareofUshitaParkalongwithtwo
ofmyrelativesandwereciedBuddhistsclipturesfmh加．Wecrematedhisbody
withlumberiakenfromconapsedhouseshereandthere・ Attheparktheflamesof
theclemationlookedliketheyweleburmngthesky.

MydeadsonWmehalf-tomtrousersandonlyoneshoe・ Hisfacehadasmle
onit. Icalledhisnamemanytimesbecausehelookedalivebecauseofahighfever
withhisredfOrehead・ Iwonderedwhatwashisfatalwoundandltumedhisbody
onhisbellytoexaminemm. ThenlfOundthefleshofhisbackwasalready
decaying,slippingdownandwithabadsmell. Thelowerhalfofhisheadlookedas
ifitwasshaved・ Hishandsweleswollentwiceasbigasnonnal.

Wewereorderedtoexmguishthecremationfileamr3:30p．m．,fOrtherewas
thefearofanairraid・Wecoveredhisbodywithsoiltoputoutthefi肥andon9th,
thenextday,welemovedthesoilandbumedhisbodyagain・Afterthecremationwe
moughthisashesandbonesbackhome.

Icouldnotaccepthisdeath・However,Iwantedtoknowhowhespenthislast
twodaysandwhathislastwordswe肥． IwanderedaroundandaroundtheUshita
al9eaoften,fmaboutamonth,searchingfOrinfonnadononh加．

Hroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age36
34-5073

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(15)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug､8
Distancefromepicenfr-notknown.

(EldestdauglMr)
Mydaughterwasrescuedandsenttoaschoolbylocaldefensevolunteersand

neighbors・ Shewrithedinagony,conscioustmshedied・Whydidsuchinnocent
peoplehavetosufferlikethis？DespiにherstrongMshtolive， shediedyoung…I
criedandcriedfOrmydaughteratthattime.
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Iwantedtobearherpain,wishingtoshareherhardships・ Suchsorrowcanbe
understoodonlybythosewhohavelosttheirchildren・ Shedidn'tdieanormaldeath.
ShediedhomtheA-bomb・ Shedidn'tdie, shewaskilled.

Hiroshima,Wentfbrrescue,Female,Agell
34-5768

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(15)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.8
1．7kmfiPomgroundzero

(Elderbromer)

MyelderbrotherwasinjuledbythebombingwhenhewasinHakushima,doing
demolitionworkaspartofmestudentmobilization.Hisfacewasextremelyswollen;
msbackwasskinnedandhisannsinfected・ Theburnsonhishandsespeciallywere
sotelTiblethatthebones･couldbeseen･ Hehadrescuedtheotherstudentsandtold

themeachtogobackhome. Theonlyskinleftwasonhisbelly.

OnAug、 7mthemorning,myparents tookhimtoNagasakiHospitalm
Yokokawa,Hiroshima,buttherewerenodoctorsthere. Inafever,withhallucinations

heshoutedasiftohisclass-mates, !'Gobackhome・ Yougothisway.i' Nottill2:15
didhestopshoutingandonAug. 8hediedintheshelter. Iheardthisfrommy
mother.

IntheeveningofAug.6,myparentswereinfonnedthatmybrotherhadbeen
treatedwithoilalloverhisbodyandthathehadgonebacktoFuruich. Theyrushed
theretakingahandcartwiththem・ whenhewasbroughthomeandcameintothe
enirancehall,Iwentnumbandstiffwithfear;helookedcompletelydifferentfromthat
morning. I'llneverfOrget thisfearful scene, andhisvoice, "I'mdying!…I'mso
thirsty! Givemewater!'' Aslrememberthescenelstillcannotholdbackmytears.
Hispainfulbums!

Hewasaverypatientman,butthatnighthefaceddeathhewasunabletosleep.
WehadbeentoldthatevenwaterwashannfUlfOrtheinjured, solstoodstill, in
tunnon,withacupofwellwaterinmyhand. IcanneverfOrgetmydilemma. It
wasliterallyhen.

Hiroshima,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel6
34-5783

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(38)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.8
0.5kmfromgroundzero

(Mother)
Shecamehomeburnedallover. Icamehomearound5o'clock inthe

afternoon・Aslwasengagedinrescuework,Igotsomemedicinefromanursefriend
whoworkedintheKyosaiHospital. Iappliedit totheburnsalloverherbody,
especiallyontheseveleburns. Inordertoeaseherpain,Iboiledseawaterandgot
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piecesoficehomanicecompanyinMoto-町maandputcoldcompressesonher
bodyallmght・ Thenextdaywehadnomoremedicine,soIappliedboricom伽ent
whichwehadmourhouse.

Thenextdayamedicalofficersawherandgaveheranmjection. Hetoldme
shehadnochanceofsurvival. LateintheafternoonofthatdaysheleftseveralM皿s

andpassedaway・ OnthemghtofAug.91crematedherallbymyself lttookme
allnight.

Ithendevotedmyselftonursingmyyoungerbrotherwhohadburnsalloverhis
body. Itwasnotunmspringthenextyearthathefinallyrecovered.Hishairfellout
andhisbodywaslikeaskeleton・ ImadevegetableandhuitjuicesfOrhimand
appliednewomtmenteveryday・ IkeptfindingmaggotsmhiswoundstillDecember.

Idon'tknowhowtoexplainmyfeelingsaboutmymother'sdeath・Alllcansay
isthatlwasverydistressedathscatastrophe.

HiroShima,3.OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel3
34-7075

Fanlymemberwhodied

1)Mother(34)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.8
1.0kmfromgroundzero

(Mother)

Thoughshehadbeenveryhealthy,theA-bombwastoomuchfOrher・Myfather
fOundherlyinginfromofthegateofJapanRedCrossHospital. Herbodywas
coveredwithwhiCmedicme. Thefleshofherbodywastorn.OnthemghtofAug.
7.,ontheirwaybackhome, shewastreatedbytheAkatsukiColps・Whenshesaw
me,[arsmledhereyesandsheaskedwhetherweallweresafeornot. Isaid, ''Yes,
we'reallright. Allofus肛eatgrandma'splace.'! Thenmymotherpraisedmem
tears, "You'reagoodgm.'! Severaltimesshewanfdwamr,butldidnotgiveitto
heraslhadheardth帥伽nkingwafrwouldhastendeathfmA-bombsufferers. She
triedtosaysomethmgtomebutpassedaway.

Whatacmeldeath!Whenlthoughtshehaddrawnherlastbreath,shecameto
herselfandmedtosaysomehngtome・ Thenshestoppedbread血gandmovedher
lipsagain. SherepeatedthisseveraltimesbefOreshedied.Atlastshewasfreefrom
suchgeatpain.

Hiroshima,2.Okmh･omgrOundzero,Female,AgeunknOwn
34-7140

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(2)-DiedonAug､8.Causeofdeath-unknown.
1．6kmhfomepicenter
RemainsfOund
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Shewasonmybackwhenshedied. Ihadatiringwalktomyparents'house
inAosakiandneverthoughtmydaughterhaddiedwhileonmyback・Whilelwas
inbednoonetoldmeofherdeath. Finallytheytoldmeaboutherdeathonemonth
later, theshockwasbeyonddescription.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age22
40-0083

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(26)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug. 8
2．0kmfromgroundzero

(Husband)

Hisgrandfather, alsoinjuredbythebomb, foundmyhusband. However,my
husbandwasunable to speakbecausehisbodywas severelyburned・ Hewas
identifiedbyhisnametag. Hisskinwashanginglikerags. Hediedthreedays later.
Hisgrandfathergatheredmaterialsforafireandcrematedhim,

WWsWASuchoheU, Iha(e(orecall if| [wished[coulddiewilhhimandcursethisworld.

Hiroshima,3．0kmfi･omgroundzero,Female,Age21
40-0706

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(56)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 8
1.3kmfromgroundzero

(Father)

Myfatherwascoveredwithbandagesoverhis severeburnsandinjuries. His
woundswerefullofmaggots. Hewasinextremepain・ Twodays later,mybrother
andlenteredtheshelter,hearinganair-raidalann.Whenwecameout,wefound
himdead.

Hewasaveryhealthyman. I thankedhimforhavingsearchedfOrus, though
his injurieswereverysevere.Wecouldnotstandseeinghiminsuchgreatpain・ It
wastoocruel.Wheneverwesawsoldierspassingbywepleaded!'Pleaselethimdie.”
Istillregretthatwecouldnotprepareaboxforhisbones.Wecoulddonothingfbr
him.

Hiroshima,2．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age27
01-0118

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(30)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 8
0.8km廿omgroundzero

2)Sister-in-law(Age-notknown)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.21
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2．Okmfromgoundzero

3)Niece(Age-notknown)-KilledbythebombinAugust
Distancefromepicenter-notknown

(Husband)

HewasinjuredbythebombingneartheCityOfficewhileengagedindemolition
work. Heremmedwithsevereburnsanovermsbodyexcepthishands,whichwere

inleatherglovesandhisfeet,inleathershoes・ OnAug､7, thecitygovernmentsent
asoldiertotakehimtothehospital. However, Isuggestedthat thesoldiertake
someoneelseashehadlitdehopeofrecovery. OnAug. 8hediedatYuishinji
Temple.

Ashiswholebodywasbumed, IsprinkledoilonthefUton(Japanesebed)and
laidhnonit. Hewascrymgandcallmgthenameofhisson・ Itmusthavebeen
torturefOrhimtoleavehisson・ Ideeplyregetthatlcoulddono血mgtorelievems
greatpain・ Isometimesrememberthosedreadfuldaysandwishhewerestillalive.

Hiroshima,1．OIKmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel2
34-1101

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(2)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.6
1．Okmfromgroundzero

2)Youngerbrother(11)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､9
1.0km廿omgroundzero

(Youngersister)
About threesecondsbefOretheexplosion,myyoungerbrotherhadtakenmy

youngersisteroutsideinhisanns・ Atthatmomentshewasburntalloverherbody.
TheyranawayfromthefireinthecityandbyaccidenttheymetFatherinShukkeien
garden・ Mybrotherandmysister,whowasonhisback,werebothblisteredfrom
bums. ItwastheirlastmeetingfOrthem.Mysisterdiedmmy伽her'sanns.

(Youngerbrother)
Mybrotherranawayfromthefirewithmy伽herandmetusatHigashidrill

gound・ OnAug、8hesufferedallnightfromhisbums. Therewasnomedicineor
anythingfOrtreatment・ HediedbefOredaybreakonAug.9. Assomanycorpses
werecremafd,fOrmanydayslcouldnotfindmybrother'sremains.

Inthemidstofthecitythathadbeentotallydestroyedbyfire,mybrotherwas
injuredbythefire.HelookedfOrourparents,calryingmysisteronhisback,moving
likealeafwiththeflowofthecrowd・WheneverllemembermmIfeelpityfOrthe

desperatesituationthatfOrcedhimtofOrgethisownpain・Hefinallymetmyparents,
buttheyhadnomedicinefOrh加andfOundnowaytotreathiswounds. Atthat
time,Iwasalsoinacriticalconditionfromexcessivebleedmg. Oursorrowisfar
beyonddescription. Itmakesmereluctanttotalkaboutthetragedyofmyfamily,wllo
askedfOrwafroverandovertill theydied. Everythmgthathappenedafterthe
bombingwastoocmeltotell・ Itwaslikehell.

Wheneverltmnkoftheinscriptiononthememorialmonument"Weshallnot
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Iepeatthismistake",Ihavesomedoubtsaboutthatword"mistake". "Mistake'' istoo
emptyfOrasulvivorfromhen,Hiroshna. ItmightexpressawishfOrpeace,butit
isawordofthosewhoareinahighpositioninJapanesesociety・ Iusuallydonot
thinkofthosedreadfuldays,buteveryAugust6whenlheartheinscriptionread, I
feelsoexasperated.

Hiroshima,3.0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel7
34-7301

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(45)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAu9.6
0．5kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Youngerbrother(13)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､9
0.5kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Father)

Myfather,asacivilianattachedtothenavy,wasmanagingamilitaryassembly
hall;pettyofficerswereshippingassemblyhalls andlodgingsfOrsoldiers. Hewas
engagedinthisworkfromaroundOctoberl942,wmchHiroshimaCitybeganasa
firstattempt. Hewasbusyinhisworkandhewas inthecityat thetimeof
A-bombing・ IgotsomeinfOnnationabouthisdeathfromoneofhisemployees,who
cametoHesaka,awayfmmthedevastatedcity・ IcollectedhisashesonAug、8.

(Youngerbrother)
Myyoungerbrother, asecondyearstudentatjuniorhighschool,hadbeen

mobiUzedtododemolitionwork.WhenlfOundhim,hewasalreadydeadinthe
auditoriumofKusatsuNationalElementarySchool.Anoldladynexttomybrother's
bedtalkkedabouthimwithdeepsorrow.Accordingtoher,hesaid, "Iwanttogoback
home・Mysisrr,Whydoesn'tshecomehereandpickmeup?i! Heneverknewwhat
hadhappenedinHiroshimaandwasexpectingmetocomeandseehim・Wehadmet
atDobasmonthepreviousday・ Nordidheknowthatourfatherhaddied,pinned
underthebuildingandourhouseburneddown. I加aginehowinpatientlyhehad
beenwaitingfOrmyvisit.

Hisneckandfaceexceptunderhiscombatcapweleswollenandburned. The
skinfromhischest tohishandswasrawandpeeledskinwashangingfromhis
fingertips・HisbodylookedsocruellydisfiguredthatIhardlybelievedthatthisperson
couldbemybrother.Attheageofl2hehadtoendhisnfealone・ Itwassopiti伽．

(Maid)

Shewasoneofouremployees. IheardthatshewasfromShikoku.
pinnedunderthebundingoftheassemblyhallandburnedtodeath.

Shewas

Ifmyfatherwerealivehewouldbe85yearsoldandhemightbeabedridden
oldman・ Fortyyearshavepassedsincethen・ Howoftenthroughoutmylifehavel
wishedthathewerealive？ Hedidn'thaveachancetoleaveushis lastwords・

NeithercouldanyofuscarefOrhimonhisdeathbed･ Hediedattheageof45． I
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imagmehowoverwhehedhemusthavebeen.
Ifmyyoungerbrotherwereanve,hewouldbe52yearsold・ Ifhewelealive,

IofCnthought,Icouldgethisadvice・ IflhadfOundhimalittleearlier,oriflhad
donesomethingelsefOrhimwhenIsawhimlastatDobashi, Icouldgivehimas
muchwaterashewanted・ Inthosedays, inordertoprotectthecountryfromair
raids,juniorhighschoolstudentsandlstand2ndgradestudentsofgirlschoolswere
mobilizedfOrdemolitionworktopreventfileandtodevelopvacantlots・ Theyall
wolkedsohard,sacrificingtheirstudies,withoutdoubthopingfOrthevictoryofJapan.
EventhoughtheirlivesweredevoCdtotheircountry,theirdeathistoocmelandsad.

Hiroshima,3.Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Age24
34-5054

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(51)-KilledbythebombonAug.7
Distancefromepicenfr-notknown.
RemainsfOund

2)Elderbrother(26)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.8
Distancefromepicenter-notknown.

3)Father(57)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug､9
0.8kmbfomgroundzero
AshesfOund

(Father)

Hewasbumedseverelywhenondemolitionworkwithourneighborsasthecmef
oftheneighborhoodgoup. TheplaceofTeppo-chowasonthepathoftheroaring
flamesandl伽agineheranthiswayandthattoescapefromthefire. Iamho㎡fied
bythescenelimagine…HowpainfUltheheatmusthavebeen・Whenhereachedthe
houseofhisfriendinNakayamahisclotheswerebumedandhewashalfLnaked・ I
canneverfOIgethowhesuffered,eventhoughitmustbebeyondmyimagination.

(Mother)

Shewasinjuledbythebombwhenonherwaytodeliveratelegamtomy
father,whowasworkingatT℃ppo-cho.WhenlfOundherintherefilgecampshewas
alreadydead.Afterbeingburned,shemusthavereachedthecampwithbal℃metand
onlyafewclothesonherbody. Iwasstunnedbythescene,Ihadnowords・What
geatpainshehadexperienced! Herface, legs,hands,andotherpartsofherbody
wereswollen廿omthemhalationofgases, thoughshewasnotsoseriouslybumed.
IfIcouldhaveheardherlastwords…IfIcouldhavefOundherwhileshewaSstill

alive…Mymother,anhonestwoman,devotedherselffOrthesakeofthecountry・ She
knewnothingaboutatomicbombing. HowpitifUl…Ihavenowords.

(Elderbrother)

HewasasailoronafOreignroute;hewasstillsingle・ Hewasinjuredbythe
bombwhenhedisembarked・ Hewastakmgarestathomethatday・ Hehadsevere
burnsonhisbackandhisearswererippedoffHeseemedtobeingreatpain, so
wecouldnottalkmuch・ I'msurehewasindespairbecauseourparentshaddied.
Iguesshethoughtofhispossiblerecovery．OnthenightofAug.7,onthestrawmat
wetalkedwithanxietyaboutouryoungerbrotherandhisfUtureandotherthings・He
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wasverygentleandamanoffewwords・ IcanneverfOrgetfOrthelestofmylife
thecrueltyofhisdeath, indeeditwashell.

EverytimelthinkOfmyelderbrotherlamtemblydistressedthatlcouldnot
saveh加． Hisdeathwastoocruel. Iregretthatlcouldnotfindhimearlier・ My
brothercouldhavesurvivedsomehowiflhadtakenhimtothehospital.

Atthattimealmosteverybodywasinjuledandcouldn'thelpeachothermuch.
MyyoUngerbrotherandItriedtomakeastretcherfOrhimtotakehimtothehospital
about4kmaway・Butthehand-madestretcherprovedtobeofnouse・ Someonehom
themilitaryconpscameandtookhimtotheirplace,butthenextdayweonlyreceived
msashes. Noonecoulddoanythinginthatdesperatesituation. TheA-bombis
nothingbutevil.

TheA-bombhasdreadfUllydestructivepower・ ForwhatpurposeandfOrwhat
随ndofprofitwasthismade？Whykillsomanypeople？Whenlrecallthescene
andthinkofmyparentsandbrothermnningaroundtoescapefromtheflames,my
feenngsaleunbearable.

Hiroshima,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel4
13-12-069

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(12)-Diedofse面ousburnsandatomicdisease
onAug．9
1.0kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Youngersister)

AfterAug.emyfatherwenttorefUgeecampsandotherplacestolookfOrmy
youngersister・ DespitehiseffOrts,myfathercouldnotfindher・ Afteraweekorso,
healmostgaveuphopeoffindingher. OnAug. 15,however,wewereinfOnnedby
astrangerthathernamewasfoundintherecordsattheAnnyHospitalinSaka-machi.
Asoldierwhotookcareofheronherdeathbedtoldmyfatherhowshehadbeenthen.
911Qwalltedapickledplum. Butshedidnoteatit. Instead, shesang'iKimigayo''
(''MaytheEmperor'sreignbefOrever")anddied. Atthattimeshehadbeen~a~1st
yearhighschoolstUdentandhadjoinedinthedemolitionworkinZakoba-cho. Half
ofherbody,especiallyherfaceandshoulderswereburned・ Butthedirectcauseof

Per_deati_seemeqtOhavebeenradiationfromthebomb. ShewasburiedMfWayup
inthehill・MyfathercrematedherandcalTiedherskullbackwithhim.

Heweptonherdeathbedbecauseshecouldnotevensay !'Father,mother…'1
Supportedbythesentiment伽Forthesakeofthenation,'' sheconqueredherlastpain
andloneliness. Iappreciate that shedidherbest・ Herdeathshouldnot be
meaningless.
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Hiroshima,2．Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel9
14-0035

Famnymemberwhodied

1)Father(42)一ⅨedofseriousbumsonAug.9
0.5kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Myfatherreachedhome,gaspingfOrbrea曲． Heseemedtohavewalkkeda
kilomeCr・Hewascompletelycoveredwithashes;hisclothesweretomapartandhe
hadblistersalloverthebackofhishands. Thenapeofhisneckwasbumtalongthe
br加ofhishat･ Hisbumedarms, chestandthighsfesfreddaybyday・ Isaw

maggotsm血ewoundsjustbefOrehedied.Therewerenodoctors.Theonlyremedy
waS~toapplymercurochromefromourfirstaidbagorcookingoil・ Hecomplained
ofthepainsUhedied・ Ieventhoughthewouldbehappierifhehadstopped
breathingbecausethenhewouldhayebeenreleasedfrompain.

Hewasavictimofthewar・ Iexperiencedthecmeltyofwar. Ithoughtof
revengewhilethewarwasgomgon. Nowl伽nkitwasreaUyawfUlthatwewere
brain-washedbyeducationinthosedays・ Itraisedourmilitantspiritandmadeus
havenodoubtaboutthewarandthebattle.

Walkingthroughthecharredbodiesandthosewithfreshwounds,Ioftenvisited
aschoolgymtotendmyinjuredfriendwhowaSshelnedthere.

Hiroshima,Wentfbrrescue,Female,Agel7
34-0415

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(50)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.9
1．Okmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Myfather'sbackwasbumtentirelyfromhisshoUldersaoWntOtllWIai5t, ll'ith
theskinpeelmgoffandredfleshshowmg・Hecomplainedofpainsinhisbackwhen
lyingoIfthebed,andhesaidhishipshurtwhensittingdoWn. MOtheralldl
SilpPortedhisbodyfrombothsideswheneverhewan"toChangehispositiOll・ Every
timehedrankwater,hegroanedfromthepain・ Hisfacebecamesooty・ AJapanese
silverleaf,withholesfOrthepartsofhiseyes,noseandmouth,waSputonhisface.
Iguessitwastokeephisfacefromtheheat.

Hisdeathwastoocmel. Itwaslikealivinghell.Welost themajorwage
earnerinoⅢ伽nily・ Fromtheverynextdaywewereatacompletelossanddidn't
knowwhattodo.-WheneverlsawMothersufferingfrompoverty,IwishedFather
werestinalive・ Ioftenwonderedwhyheshouldhavegonethereonthatveryday.
Hewouldnothavebeenbombed,ifhehadbeenthereeitheronthepreviousdayor
onthefOmowingday. IwanttoshoutouttothewholeworldthatthistragedymUst
neverberepeated.
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Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age26
38-0129

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(13)-SeriouslyburnedtodeathonAug.9
1.0km廿omgroundzero

(Youngerbrother)

MyfalheralldelderbrotherwerelookingfOrhimfromplacetoplacefOrtwo
"ys.aftertheA-bombing,Sincetheydidn'tknowwherehewas.They~learnedfrom
his.cl4ssm4te'SparenisthamehadbeentakentotheJapanRedCrossFIospital・ They
mshedtothehospitaltopickhimup・ Iheardthateveryonetherewascharredblack
@pdiiwasIl'tposqjhletotellWh9wasWho.MyOmther,however,wasabletosay
his9amePlearly. .They(ooLhimhOme,bUtonthefOllowingmorning, threedaysaftef
thebombing,hedied・ Aslwasshelteredatanotherplaceandcouldn'tmove~dueto
injury, Icouldn'thavealastlookathimbefblehedied.

IwasSopleasedtohearthathehadbeentakenhome・ Isaidlwouldgoand
seemm,butlcouldn'tmove・ rheninfOrmedthathesoonhaddied, IfeltpityfOr
himandregrettedthatwecouldn'tdoanythingfOrhim・ Ikeptcrying,thinkingofmy
poorbrotherwhohadlosthismotherhalfayearearlieranJdieawIthoutcaIEofhiS
family・ IwastoldthatmyFatherandmyelderbrotherclematedhim.

EvenifItellthisawfUlstory, Idon'tthinkanybodycanunderstandhowlfelt
atthattime,unlessheorshehasbeenthroughasimilar~experience.

●

HimShima,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel7
40-0717

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(13)-Diedofseriousburnsandatomicdisease
onAug.9
1．Okmfromgroundzero

(Youngerbrother)

My,blptherwasat.Dolashi2H"oShima,whentheatomicbombwasdropped,and
h9wassPel"d"schoolteacher'shousenearKoiElementarySchool.W61edriiea
thisonthe9thofAugust・ Mybrother-in-lawtookhimhome. Ourhousehadbeen
Mle4doWllandWeWereStayingat thehouseofasisterofmybrothei-iiiamIii
Midori-machi.Mybrother'sentirefacewasswollenwithsevere.burnsandsOWefE
hisannsandlegs・ Iwas.pmazeqat llowhelladSurvivedandhowhemanagedto
ggmghpme4ins9ch4condition._BIllhecouldhardlyeat,constantlycomplaiHIfig6f
thepainandcryingfOrwater・ Hediedinagonysoonafter.

G9ttmgtpkllOw!h"theareaofAtago-machi,whereourhousewaslocated,was
TeducedtoashesbytheATbombing,mybrotherranawaytoKoi. Hedidiimliba
IWIPM"MSfrqIpEgi. IIEmeta~persoll_Oftheconipanywherer"WdiEh2
(IwasthenemployedbyToyoKogyo)mldtoldhim/herWiloilewas・ Hemusthave
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womedaboutus・ IwenttoKoiwithMothertheverynextdaybutcouldn'tfindmm
becausethenumberofbodieswerepiledupatKoiElementarySchoolandthenstof
themwasyettobecompleCd・Wecamehomeinvain. Thewaymybrotherdied
wassoterriblethatlhavenowordstodescribeit.

HiroShima,3.01Kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
27-0296

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(17)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromhypocenter-unknown
NeverfOund

2)Famer(46)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
RemainsfOund

(Elderbrother)
Wheredidmyelderbrotherdie？HisremainshavenotbeenfOund・Hewasa

gendemothertome・ HevolunteeredtobeamemberofaKamikaze-likespecial
attackfOrce,butwas呵ecCdbecauseofhispoorphysicalcondition. Hewasthen
assignedtoworkmMhonSeikoSteelCompanyasamemberofastudentworkfOrce.
Iwonderwhetherhediedinstantly,directlybombed,orwhetherhediedmagony,
sufferingfromburnsandinjuriesandwai伽gfOrhisfamilytocome. Tome,he
wouldhavehadabet[rdeathasaKamikazethantobekilledbytheatomicbomb.

HediedfOrnopurposeatall!

(Father)

Myfather'sbodywasmfestedandcoveredwithmaggots,solheard・ Mother
toldmethathisbodywasburntalloverwithverylitdeofwhatheusedtobe・ She
wouldhavehadahardtimerecognizinghisbody,haditnotbeenfOrthebirthmark
onhisback. Icannot伽aginehowshefeltwhenshesawhisbodythewayitwas.
Thewholethingwashellish.

Losmgherhusbandandhereldestson,Mother'smindwanderedfbrawhile.
WhatiswOrse,her3-year-oldfOurthandlastsonwasdrowned,thrustinghisheadinto
awatertankinShimanePrefecturewhelehehadbeenevacuated.

GivemebackmyFather,myelderBrother,andmyyoungerBrother!

Iloathethewar・ Idetesttheatomicbomb.

Wecouldhavelivedabetterlifeifmyfatherandelderbrotherhadn'tdied.
Fatherwasmnningasheetmetalfactory,employingseveralworkers. Hewasa
prominentfigureinourtownandwaswell-respectedoWewereraisedWnandliyed
WellthankstoFather,buthisdeathchangedeverythingcompletely・Wewerethen
fOrcedtosufferpovertyandsorrow・Wheneverlthinkofmymother'shardships,Ifeel
stronghatredtoWardwarandatomicbombs. Thegovemmenitakes"irresponsible
attitude, sayingthatitcannotbehelpedbecauseitwasWartime・ Thegovernment
shouldiakemOreresponsibilityfOrdamagethatthepeOplehadtosustain.
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Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel3
34-1506

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(20)-Died.ofseriousburnsonAug. 10
1．0kmfromgroundzero

(Elderbrother)

MyeldelLbrothercamebackhomeintheevening,withhiswholebodycovered
withburns・ Hebadlywantedwater・ Theburnsfesteredandwereinfestedwith
maggots.HediedinagonyfOurdayslater. IfIhadknownthathewouldhavedied,
Iwouldhavegivenhimasmuchwaterashewanted.

Wecouldn'tdoanythingbutwaitfOrhimtodie・ Ifhewerestillalive,hewould
havebeenagoodadvisortome.

Hiroshima,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel2
34-5389

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersister(15)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug・ 10
1．Okmfromhypocenter

(Eldersister)

Thleedaysafterthebombing,myeldersisCrremrnedhome,accompaniedby
neighbors・ Shewasburntallover・ Mothertookgeatcareofher,butshecouldn't
easeherpain・ Attheendshedevelopedaswollenthroatandchokedtodeam．

WeweretoldthatshehadbeeninaditchontheroadsidefOrtwodays(the6th
and7th); shetuggedat legsofpassers-by,askingthemdesperatelytocontacther
伽nily・ Hermiserableanddesperatestatemademespeechless・ HowpainfUlher
burnswere!Whatgeatpainsshehadtoendurebecauseofnopropertreatment! She
wasmyonlyeldersister,amongsevenbrothersandsisters!

Hiroshima,3．Okmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age33
40-0501

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestson(14)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug・ 10
0,5kmfromhypocenter

(Eldestson)

WesearchedfOrmyeldestsonalloverthecity,everydayfromthe6thtothe
10thofAugust. Wewereinfonnedwherehewaswhenwecamebacktoour

evacuatiOnsitearoundnoonofthelOth. Sowewenttherewithacarttopickhim
up・ Whenlmethim, he toldmea littleabout thebombing. But he lost
consciousnesswhilellefthimtotalkwiththosewhotookcareofhim・ Itookhim

homeonthecart,andonthewayhomehereceivedaninjectionattheAnnyHospital.
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Hediedthatnight.HebreathedhislastbreathwithsoITow,tellingmeaboutthestate
ofthecityrightafterthebombing.Childisapartofthemother, andlwas
griefLstrickenwhenllosthim,butltriedtobebravefOrmyotherchildrenandfOr
theonewhowastocome.

Hewasfifteenwhenhediedandwasyoungandhealthy・ Hisfaceshowed
nothingunusualandheappeal9edtobeevensmilmg・ Hetoldmethatafterthe
bombingheswamacrosstheOtaRiverwithsoldiersofthe2nddivisionandescaped
toFutaba-no-sato.Heseemedtohavehithismp.Hehadonlyasmghtinjuryonhis
face・ Hetoldmethathewascrouchmginacrowdedtrainwhenthebombwas
dr叩ped.

Thememoryofhimalwaysmakesmecry,eventoday. Iamdetenninedtotry
toworkhardtoeradicaCnuclearannsfromtheearthandtocontributetobringpeace
totheworld.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age22
12-0232

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(17)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug. 12
DistancefiFomhypocenter-unknown

(Youngersister)
Shewasseriouslyburntandinjured.AdoctorfromtheJapanRedCrossHospital

cametotreatherandtoldmethatseveralofherribsaswellasbothherlegswele
broken;bothannswereburnt;mostofherneckbonesweredamagedduetoherhead
injmy. Themostseriousconcernwasperhapsherskunandneckwerebroken,he
said・ Thedoctorsaidthatitwasamiraclethatshehadsurvivedsofarandthatshe

musthavetriedveryhardnottodieuntilshesawherfamily・Hewantedtogiveher
bettertreatmentandmedicationbutallhecoulddo,ashetoldme,wastotreather

withsimplemel℃urochromebecausehehadnothingelseM曲him.

IwishIcouldhavefOundherevenalittleearlierandgivenherbettercare. But
attheplacelfOundheralllcoulddowasgiveherconsolingwordsandassistherto
getuporliedown,nlbherbodyandhelpherdrinkwater・Weweremelelywaiting
fOrherdeath・ Itwasamiserablewaytodie・ Isincerelythoughtthatiflcoulddie
athomelwouldnotcarewhatdiseasebefellme,butlcouldnevertoleratedeathin

suchamannerandinsuchaplaceaswhelemysisterdied.

HiroShima,3.0kmfh･Omhypocenter,Male,Age29
18-0018

Familymemberwhodied

1)Sisfr-m-law(19)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 12
0.8kmfromhypocenfr

(Sister-in-law)
ShewasworkingattheHiroshimaBranchoftheBankofJapanatShirokami-cho.
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ShewasgettingoffthecitytraminfmntofShirokamiShrineatthemomentofthe
A-bombing・ Thetramcarshelteredherfromthedirecthitandshemanagedtoget
tothebankbuilding. Shecouldn't,however,movefromthatplace, andfamily
memberswenttheretotakeherhomeonastretcheronthe9thofAugust.

IalTangedthestretcherfOrherthatdaybuthadtogobacktoKokuraCityon
mycompanyduty・ Iwastoldla妃rbymywifeaboutherdeath. Shediedinagony,
saying''1swallowedafOot-longbaroffile. Itispainful. Idon'twanttodie.'！

Aslwasassignedtoworkatamilitary-relatedcompany,IwasnotaUowedto
freemyselffromthejobatmyownwin. ThispleventedmefromdoinganythingfOr
herwhenshediedhalfinsane,asmywifetoldme・ ItwasregretfUl thatlcouldn't
doanythingfOrher.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfromhypocenter,Male,Age42
34-10140

Familymemberswhodied

1)Wife(40)-Diedofseriousinjuries,bumsandatomicdisease
onAug． 12
1．8kmfromhypocenfr

2)Fifthdaugher(1)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug. 12
1．8kmfromhypocenter

(Wife)

Herbackwas severelyburned. Herfacewasnotdisfiguredbut thelewele
woundsmhertemple,sodeepthattwofingerscouldfitin・ Thesewerecausedwhen
thehousefelldownonher. Shediedingreatagonyfromseverelossofbloodand
symptomsoferysipelas. Shecouldn'twalkandneededassistancewhenshewentto
thetoilet,whichannoyedher.

(Fifthdaughter)

Shewassevelelyinjuredonthetopofherhead, sheddingalotofblood,and
diedwithnoeffectivetreatmentavailable.

Whenshedied,doctors,nursesandourfriendsvisiCdmetoconsoleme・ Iwas

Ie"y"mydaughter'sdeathbecauseherheadinjluywasserious. Butwhenmy
Wifediedintheevemngofthesameday,Iwasshockedbyhersuddendeath・ She
leftmefivechildlenlhadtolookaffr・ Ididn'tknowwhattodoallbymyself l
hatedandloathedtheAmericanswhofOrcednon-militarypeopletodie~undersuch
miserablecircumstances. IwasfinedwithafeelingofrevengetowardsAmericansfOr
thedeathofmylovedones.
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Hiroshima,1．0kmhoomgroundzero,Female,Age20
14-2008

Familymemberswhodied

1)Grandmother(age-unknown)-CmshedandburnedmdeathonAug.6
0.2kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

2)Youngersister(14)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
0．1kmfromepicenter

3)Aunt(26)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.2kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

4)Niece(3)-Sameasabove
5)Nephew(1)-Sameasabove
6)Father(49)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug． 13

0.2kmfromepicenter

(Grandmother,Aunt,NieceandNephew)
Theywereidentifiedbythesizeofthecharredskeletonsandfromtheplaces

wheretheboneswerefOundinthehouse. Thebodyinthekitchenmusthavebeen
ourAunt's, theonesinthelivingroommusthavebeenthekids,andtheonefOund
attheentrancetothebombshelterdugundemeaththeentrancehaUmusthavebeen
Grandmother's・Herbodywasonlyhalfcharredsothattheyhadtocremateittobury
her,somymothertoldme.

(Father)

FatherwascaughtunderapieceOfheavymacmnery・ Asitwas insidethe
building,hedidn'thaveburns.WetreatedhimforhisinjurieswithOUtadoctor's
help.Hediedonthe7thdayafterthebombing． Untilthenhehasspilledoutgreen
disChargefrombothhismouthandanus,asifhewasdecayingfromtheinside.

(Youngersister)
SIlewasmthe2ndyearattheCityGirls'JuniorHighSchoolandwasworking

outsideonhousingdemolitionworkinthecen[rofthecity・Wedonotyetknow
whereshedied. Ihavesometimeshadamghpnarethatmysisterwithherwhole

bodyburned,camebackhome・ Isawmanypeoplewhosebodywasseverelyburned.
The~sightofthemmademedreamofmysisterbemgburnt. Ilamentedinadream
toseeherburnedseriouslynketheothers.

WetookFathertothedoctor'sbuteventhedoctordidnotknowhowtotreat

mm・ HegavemyfatheraninjectionfOrmereconsolation・ Ibelievethat, sincemy
fatherspent thenightafterthebombinginashelteranddrankspoiledwater，his
internalorganswereindeedfestered・Mylittlesisterswere,aslremember,afraidof
himanddidnotwanttogonearhim.
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HiroShima91.5kmfi･omhypocenter,Female,Age20
34.0442

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(17)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､ 13
1．0kmfromhypocenter

(Youngersister)
Shewasseventeenandhadjustgotajobthatyear・ ShewasonHon-DoriStreet

whenthebombwasdropped,andshedesperatelyhumedbacktothehousewhichwas
burneddown・ Shewasunabletowalkfromthat timeonandwassufferingfrom
huisesallover・ Shecouldscarcelyeat,andsufferedfrompaineveryday・Wetook
hertotheJapanRedCrossHospital,butdoctorsrefusedtoexamineherbecauseshe
hasnovisibleinjury・ Icouldn'tdoanythingtohelpmypoorsisterwhowasinagony
rightbefOreourowneyes・ Shediedaweeklater,onthel3thofAugust,andwe
crematedherontheriverside・Whatapity!

(Mother)

Shewas49yearsoldwhenshedied. Shehadbecomelistlessandeasilytired
withoutknowingwhatwaswrongwithher. Unabletowork, shewenttoseemany
doctors,butwithoutknowingthecauseshegrewthinnerandthinner・ Shediedin
Decemberl946.Iwishshehadlivedlonger.

Beingleftalone, Iremainedvacantforsometime. BothmysisterandMother
enduredgeathardshipsduringthewaranddiedsuchcrueldeaths.Whenlthinkof
them, thewaytheydiedmakesmefUrious.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age20
34-4412

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(15)-DiedofseliousburnsonAug. 13
Distancefromepicenter-notknown

(Youngersister)

Mysister,whohadbeenbumedallover,wastakenhomeinbandageswithholes
justfOrhereyes,nose,andmouth. Barelyconsciousshecriedagainandagainthat
theburnshurthersomuchandshebeggedfOrwater・ Sheseemedtoenjoythepiece
oficethatwepushedintohermouth・ Thenshemoaned, !'Youpromisedtogiveme
apeachwhenlgothome,didn'tyou?'',butofcoursetherewerenopeaches.

Whenthebombexplodedlikeaflashoflightning,shefOundallthepeoplewere
mshingabout toescape, soshefOllowedthem・ ShewasfrightenedfOrher life
becauseshefOundfireseverywhereshewent・ Shewenttoawatertank,onlytofind
deadpeoplewiththeirheadsstuckinthetank. Thethoughtthatshewoulddie, too,
ifshedrankoutofit,preventedher・ Thisiswhatshetoldmebitbyby.Thepart
ofherheadwhereshehadtiedherheadbandwasnotburnt・ Hertoeswerehanging
lifelessly; theywerecharred. Her trunkandbackhadskindanglingdown． I
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shudderedwhenlfOundthattheinsideofherbandagewasfUllofmaggots・ Thebig

onesand伽yoneswereallcrawlingaroundeatingthebumtfresh. IIeallycan'tput
tmsintowords.

IwonderedwhethershewasluckytobefOundandtakenbackhomebyher
father,whodidsowithgreateffOrt・ Thenlthoughtshemighthavesufferedlessif
shehadbeenkilledmsiantlybecauseherpainlknewwasunbearable.

AsayounggirllmanytimeswishedlcouldhavesufferedherpainfOrher.

Iwassosonythatshehadtosuffersuchgreatpaindayafterdaywithout
●

medicmeoranythinggoodtoeat.

Myeldersister,whohadbeenworkingmthesurgeryDeparpnent of the
Military-ShipHeadqUm3rs,wasunabletowimessheryoungersister'sdeathorattend
herfUneraLShewasbusybothdayandmghtgivmgmedical treatment tothe
sufferersofthebomb・ Shehopedtolookaftermanymoreofthesemiserablepeople
andspenthertimedoingthis・ Theywe肥partofanenonnousnumberofseriously
woundedpeople.

HiroShima,1.5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age27
37-0038

Familymemberswhodied

1)Secondson(O)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAu9.6
1.6kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Mother-in-law(72)-Sameasabove
3)Husband(37)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 14

1.6kmfromepicenter

(Husband)
Thewholeofhisbody, fromheadtotoe,wasseriouslyburnt・ Hehadhis

shouldersuturedby20stitches・ Aweeklater,hisfsticlesbecameswollen,andan
injectionwasusedfntimestomakethemsmaller. Later,hehad"CrePraltUmOr,
hebecamemsane,anddied. Hedrank21itersofwafr,andhiskeloidslookedlike
awaterypinkpeach.

(Secondson)
Hewasburnttoashesunderthefallenhouse.

(Mother-in-law)
Shecrawledouthomunderthefanenhouseandthenshedied.

Myhusbandwasseriouslyinjuredbutlhadtoleavemefallenhouseas｣t)"aq.
Whenfhefiresdrewnearer,Ihadnochoicebuttomn. Itwasamostcrueldeath
whichmakesmecrywheneverlthinkaboutit・Myhusband, too,diedaweeklater
eventhoughhe,whohadbeeninjured,managedtoflee.
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Myownmotherandfatherwerekilled,too・ Ireallycouldn'tcrybecauseofsuch
abittersimation． Isawthedeathofmymotherandfather,mymother-in-law,my
husband, andmysecondson: Allfivepeopleatonce! Itwouldhavebeenmore
consolmgiflcouldhaveshedtears.

Hiroshima,1．5kmfromgroundzerolmale,Age22
28-0144

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(40)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 13
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

2)YoungerSister(3)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 14
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

(Mother)
Althoughmymotherhadburnsandwounds,theyweren'tsoseriousandIdidn't

thinkshewoulddie. Affraboutsixdays,hergumsstartedtobleed,herhaircame
outinmfts,herwordsbecameunclear,andwithoutlosingconsciousnessshedieda

terriblypainfuldeath.

(Youngersister)
Shediedthedayaftermymother'sdeathinasimilarway.

andshediedinmyannscallingfOrhermother, ''Mom,Mom."
Ikepthuggingher,

Thiscanonlybedescribedasacruelwaytodie. IlivedfOralongtimeunable
toacceptmymother'sdeathasreality・Wheneverlsawamotherheragewithababy
onherback,Icalledher,''Mother1'' I'msosonyformymotherwho,Iknow,used

tohavedifficultyingettingenoughfoodtoeat.Weremymotheralivenow,Icould
haveofferedherahappylife・ Iregretitverymuch.

Hiroshima,3．Okmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel5
01-2016

ノ

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(43)-DiedofseriousburnsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 14
1．7kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

(Mother)

MymotherwassomewherearoundTsurumiBridgeonherwaytofindahouse
tolivemwhenthebombfell・ Shehadtodothisasshereceivedanordertogetout
ofherhouseasitwastoberemoved・ TheysayshestayedaroundTsurumiBridge
untilabout4p.m・ Shewasthentakentoanaccommodation-spotbyamilitarytruck.
ThespotwasinUjma-machi. Later,onAugustl2,shewasgivenshelteragain, this
t加einSakamuraYokohamaPIimarySchool,inthesuburbsofHiroshima・ Theysaid
shehadbeenm髄rconditionatthattime.

OnAugustl4,aroundnoon,amaninchargeoftheaccommodation-spot(aman
homthevillageadministration)cametoher;shebeggedhimtotakecareofherchild
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(me). Shehandedh加hermoney,herbankbook,andherlegisteredseal(whichshe
hadalwayskeptwrappedmherwaistbam),sothathecouldhandthemovertome,
(whenlcameinseal℃hofher). SheinfOnnedhimoftheaddlessofhercountryhome
inOasawherehecouldsendthemincaseherchilddidnotturnup.

Asmymotherseemedquiffit, themanfromthevinageadmimstrationwas
geatlysurprisedandsaid, '℃heerupmygoodlady,youshouldn'tbesodiscouraged
andsaysuch伽ngs・ Youarequiteallrighti'. Twohourslater,at2p.m．, shedied.
Sheknewshecouldnolongerlive, thoughsheappearedtobeahealthywoman.

Sollostmymother.

Inthosedays,weweleinadangeroussituation,withbombscomingdownatany
time. AslcouldnotleaveH伽shimawherelservedinthestudent-mobilization, I

saidtomymother, ''Whydon'tyougetevacuaCdtoonehometown,Oasa,asitwin
bemoredangerousheIefromnowon?'' Mymotheragreed; shesensedthedanger
tOO・ Shewent tothecityofficeofHiroshima, totakesteps inoldertoleave
Hiroshima,butshewasnotanowedtodoso・ Shewastoldthatnocitizenunderage
50wasallowedtoleaveHiroshimaasthecitizensofHiroshimahadtheresponsibility
toproCctthehomefront.Mymotheralwayssaid, "Whenwehavetodie, let'sdie
together''.

IftheyhadallowedhertogothroughtheprocedurestoleaveHiroshimathen,my
motherwouldstillbealive・WhodoyouthinkistoblamefOrherdeath？

Hiroshima,3.0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age29
34-0523

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(31)一DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､ 14
0.35kmfromepicenter

(Husband)

AlthoughIsucceededinfindingmyhusbandtwodaysaffrthebomb,hebecame
bedridden・ Hisstomachwouldnottakeanyofthethinricegmelthatlmade;Imade
hsbyaddingwafrtoariceballthatlgotfifomtheemergency-dismbutionofboiled
rice・What'sworse,thediarrheagraduallychangedintobloodandhetalkedaboutthe
paininhischest. ''Icanliveonlytwomoredays・ Pleasetakecareofthechildren.
Whatapitylhavetodielikethi3.Heseemedtoregretitverymuch・ Hedidn't
loseconsciousnessatall,buttoldmethathefelthishandswerenumbandlateron,

thathalfofhisbodyfeltsenselessandtherefOreseemedlifeless・ Heputouthishand
andaskedmetotakehispulse. HefinishedaUhehadtosay・ Thenhetoldmehe
couldnolongerspeakcleaxly,andthathiseyeswereclouding. Justashesaid,on
thesecondday,hislifeof31yearsended.

Aslhavewrittenabove,Icouldnotdoanythingtoconsolemyhusband. Iwas

atalossfOrwaystocurehim・ Thathasdistressedme・ ItwaslikeapictureofheU,
indeed, theopenairfilledwiththesmellandsmokecomingfrombodiesthatwere
beingburnthereandthere,andnodoctortobefOund・Wemustneverstartanother

－70‐



WⅢ．

Hiroshima,1.5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age22
34-1715

Familymemberwhomed

1)Brother-m-law(42)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 14
1.0kmfromgroundzero

(Brother-in-law)

Whilebemgmobilizedtojomtheworkofremovmgbuildingsinthecity,my
brother-in-lawwasbombedataspotlkmfromgroundzero. Heonlygotscratches,
butaboutheedayslaterhecamedownwithamghfeverandvomiCdblood. He

couldnolongertakeanyfOodastheinsideofmsmouthwasburned. Hebeganto
vomitalotofblood.Whilelwassimplyhelpless,hewrithedaboutinagony,and
onAugustl4died・Myeldersister,whohadbeenevacuatedtoherpalBnt'shome,
hadtofacehardshipfromthattimeon． HowhardshewoIkedtobrmgupthree
infantsaftershelostherhusband. Shelostherhouseinafixealso・ Shedid

uni油曲arwolk,withoutanycompensation. Herstrugglecannotbeputmwords.

Aslhadseenthecnleldeathofmybrother-in-law,everydaywasfinedwithfear
andanxietyfOrme.hSeptember,Ihadafever, too,andthereweredayswhenmy
conditionseemedlikedysenfry,butlrecoveredamonthlater・Nevertheless,Ihave
daysofanxiety,notbemgabletofOrgetthepictureofmybrother-in-lawinextreme
pain・Iamsonyfbrmyeldersisfrandregretthedeathofherhusbandverymuch.

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Ageunlmown
34-6110

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(28)-DiedofseriouswoundsonAug. 14
1.0kmhomepicenCr

(Husband)

Evenmyhusband'sfamilymemberscouldhardlymakeout that itwasmy
husband・ HisheadwaslaceraCd,hisrightarmwasdangling,hislungstorn,andms
heartwasdamaged・ Theupperpartofmsbodywascutallover,andhewasapitifUl
sight・ HiswholebodywascoveIedwithblood・ Eventodaylconsideritawonder
thathemanagedtosurvivefOrawhile. Complainmgaboutthepain,hediedaweek
later.Whenlwenttopickupmsbonesaftercremation,Isawthatthebumtbody
smlhadapieceofglasssmckbehindmsear.WecriedaloudatsuchanawfUlsight.
WheneverIthinkaboutit,myheartaches.

〃

Itwasindeedacmeldeath・ Iregretthatlhadnotbeenabletofmdhimearlier.
Ican'thelpcomplaimngbecauseIwanthimtobealivenow. Ishallneverbeable
lOfOrgetthesesadandpainful40years. Iwanttoshoutatthetopofmyvoice:
"Pleasegivemebackmyhusband!''
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Hiroshima,1.0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age24
09-0054

Familymemberswhodied

1)Aunt(age-unknown)-CmshedandburnttodeathonAug.6
1．0kmfromepicenfr
AshesfOund

2)Boycousin(15)-Sameasabove
3)Girlcousin(13)-Sameasabove
4)Girlcousin(11)-Sameasabove
5)Uncle(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug. 15

1.Okmfromepicenmr

Myuncle,whodiedonAugust l5, toldusthathehadbeenl)omDe.bythe
A-bombwhenhehadbeenoutwalking.WhenhemshedhomehefOundthehouse
collapsed・ Therewereacoupleoffirescominghomit. BeingunabletoresCuemS
wife~andcmldren(whohadbeentrappedinside)hehadnochoicebuttowaitunm
thewholehouseburntdown・ HecamebacktomyhouseonAugustlOcanyingthe
bonesofhiswifeandchildren.

(Uncle)
Theskinonhisfaceandhandswasdanglingdown・ Theclomesheworewele

ragged・ HewassuchafrightfUlsight. II℃memberitevennow. Afterthenighthe
cmeback, hecamedoWnwithahighfever. It seemedtohavecausedhim
nightmares.

BothmymotherandfatherlookedafterhimasmUchasmCypQuldbutjledieq
earlyonthemornmgofAuguStl5・Nowthatlthinkaboutit,Ifeellcanunderstand
hwIhefelt. HewaSinaSeriouslyinjuredstaCandhewaitedfOr2daysandnights
withoutanysleep,tillhishousewascompletelybumtdown・Thenheburntthebodies
andbrougiitthe~boneshometobeburied. Hehadastrongwishtodothiswithhis
ownhands.

Iamover60yearsoldnowandsmlleadmgmylife.WheneverlthiUkofme
A-bomb,IpraythaithesoulslikethoseofmyunCle,myaunt,andmygQusins(W
werenotresciiedthoughtheywerethenstilllive),maybeatPeaCC. BUtiretheir
soulsleallyatpeacenow？A1血ough40yearshavepassed,IstillabhortheA-bomb．

Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Age20
34-5406

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(57)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．3kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund
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2)Youngersister(16)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 15
0.5kmfromgroundzero

(Father)

Myfather'sbones(onlythebackbones)werefOundataspotwhereourliving
roomhadbeen,mthen血sofmyhouse・ TheboneswerefOundwithinacircle30

cmindiameter・Whentheydugtheyfbundthebonespiledverticallyinsteadoflying
sideways.

(Youngersister)

OnAugust7,aroundnoon,mysisterfledonfOotfromthespotwhereshehad
been: (ThefOrmerFirstPrefecturalSchoolfOrGirls).

ShewenttoaroomintheupperpartofKoiwhereshehadkeptherbaggage. From
thattime,shebecamebedridden,andgraduallysheweakened.OnAugustl5tharound
10a.m., shebledfromthegumsinhermouth,hadabloodydischarge,anddied.

Iwantedmyfathertobealive, thoughlcannotmaginehowhedie(LNodoctor
said"yeftomyinquirytocomeandseemysisfr. Howlwishlcouldhavehad
adoCtorcomeseeher・ Althoughlknowitmusthavebeenimpossibletohavea
doctormakeahousecallfOrusatsuchatime, Istillregret thatshediedwithout
receivinganymedicaltreatment.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age24
26-0025

Familymemberswhodied

a)Father-in-law(66)-DiedofseriouswoundsandburnsonAug. 10
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

b)Husband(29)-DiedofseriouswoundsandburnsonAug. 15
1．Okmfromgroundzero

(Father-in-law)

Withouthisremainsandpossessions,Icouldn'tholdafUneral,whichwasvery
maddenmg.

"

(Husband)

ItwasabitconsolmgthatevenmsuchanunfOrtunatesituationwewele
accommodatedtogemerandweregivenmedicaltreatment.Ashehadbeenburnedall
over,hecouldnotliedownorsit. HehadtostandupontheheelofhisfOot.We
onlyhadmel℃urochrometoapplytotreathisburns.

Isupposetherehadbeenmaggotseatingthepusunderthescab,fbrlsawthem
sqUirming・ Irememberclearlyhimtellingmethathecouldhearthemusicofthe
fUmre. Th.maggoiSinhisearsmighthavebeenthecause. Astherewereagreat
manypeoplewhodiedeveryday,hewascrematedwithotherpeople・ Iwasgiven
nobones,whichmademesadindeed.

Inthehomeland, injuriesanddeathswerelikethoseonabattlegound. Onthe
dayofthebombmg,therewasneitherahospitalnoradoctor,butonlyfieldhospimls.

‐73‐



Igottoknowthefearsofthewarthorougmy・ Irealizethatifhehadhadenough
treatment,hewouldhavebeenalivenow. Losingthesupportofmyfamily(my
father-in-lawandmymsband)Iwasatalosswhattodo.Myhouseandallmy
belongingsweregone,andljustmanagedtorecoverwiththesupportofmyfamily
andrelatives. (Thatwastheonlyopportumtylhadofbemgmmyhomeland).

HiroShima,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age36
22-0357

Familymemberswhodied

1)SeconddaughCr(8)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug､ 11
Distancefromepicenrr-unknown

2)Secondson(9)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug. 15
DistancefromepiCenter-unknown

(Secondson)
HewasbumtonthebackofhisheadandalldownhisbaCk.

(Seconddaughter)
Herfacewasburnt.

BothofthemsufferedalotandIwassosonyfOrthem.

Mychildoftenyearsoldwascryinginagonysayingthathehatedwarandthat
itfrightenedmm.MyheartbroketoseesuchapitifUlsight.

Hiroshima,2．Okmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel4
22-0127

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(52)一ⅨedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 15
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

(Father)
Inthewaterofatankmyfathertrodwaterwhilethesparksflewin. Hestayed

theleinthesummer'scoldwaterfOrl2hours・ Then,aftertryingmanytimes,he

managedtocrawlout・ Ashehadbittenhistongue,heshoutedinpaineachtimel
putapieceoftomammhismou血．WhilehelisCnedtotheEmperor'swordsabout
thedefeat,hedied, saymginafewwoldsthathewassuretherehadtomesome
mistake.

Afterthedethofmyfatherwhohadbeenthesupportofourfamily,Ihadto
faceahardlife， nwasonelhadneverledbefOIe・ Inthedaytime,Iwenttoschool

andatmght,Iworked・ Iwenttothedonnitoryofaboardmgschoolwherelhad
kindfriendswhohelpedme.
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Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Age24
34-0441

Familymemberwhodied

1)Momer(59)-DiedofseliousburnsandatomicdiseaseonAu9. 15
2．0kmfromgroundzero

(Mother)

Mymotherwasdirecdyaffectedbythebomb,burnsonherface,neckandlimbs.
FromAugustlOinthelOthyearofShowa,herskindliedupbecauseoftheburns.
Shebecameunconsciouswithahighfever. Shediedonthel5tharound4p.m.after
havingdiarrheaandnausea.

Until shefellunconscious, shewrithedinagonywimabloodydischargeand
dialThea.

Motherhadalwaysbeenhealthy・ Shewas59yearsoldwhenshedied・ Inever
dreamtthatshecoulddiethatway. Ireallycan'timaginesuchacrueldeath: Todie
withoutanydoctorormedicine. Evennow, Ioftenrememberthatday・ Iwishshe
couldhavelivedalongnfe， Iregretitsomuch.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel2
34-6198

Familymemberwhodied

1)youngersister(6)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 15orl6
2.0kmfromgroundzero

(Youngersister)

Shegotablisterfromtheburnonherback・Wefedourbrotherwhowethought
wouldnot live, andasfOrmysister,wedidnot thinkshewoulddieatall. She
stayedinbed,butonthel5thormaybeonthel6th, shebeggedustoletherwear
aprettykimono・ Shewenttoherfriendintheneighborhoodtoshowit, shecame
homefOrlunch,andthenshedied・ Thereweremanymaggotsonher・Wehadsome
whiteointmentputonher, but invain・ Shehadtolieonher face, andshe
complainedthatthebumonherbackhurther.

Mysisterdied,anditmakesmewonderifshecouldhavesurvivediflhadlet

jpreatenoughfOod. AsfOrmybrother,hesurvived, thoughlhadgivenhimup.
NowlcometothinkthatallthismighthavebeenintheprovidenceofGod.
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Hirosh伽a,1.5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-0107

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(12)-DiedonAug.6.
Causeofdeath-notknown.

Distancefromepicenter-notknown.
NeverfOund

2)Youngersister(14)－ⅨedofseriousbumsonAug. 16
Distancefromepicenter-notknown

(Youngersister[1])
Missing・ Shewentouttobuyice・ Rightatthemomentofthebombing,about

thirrenpeopleweremfrontoftheiceshop・ Someoneinthehouseacrosshomthe
shoptoldusthatpeoplewereblownupovertheroofoftheshop． UnfOrtunately,we
fbundneitherhercorpsenorevenanybones・ Motherhadtoldmetogototheice
shop,anditmmedoutthatshewentanddiedmsfadofme. Iamsminagonyafter
40years.

(Youngersister[2])
ShesufferedtheA-bombmgwhenshewasouthelpingtoteardownthehouses

fOrevacuation・ Father lookedfOrherallover, andwhenhefOundher, the

thirren-yearoldgm'sbackwascompletelybumed. Heputaboardonthebackof
hisbicycleandlaidherdown・HethenmveledhomFuchu-machitoltsukaichiwhere
wesmyedatourrelative'ssinceourhousehadbeenbumeddown・ Herburnswere
alreadycompletelymflamed,andsherepeatedlyscreamed, ''Ithurts."Wehadtopick
maggotsfromherbumswithapincette. OnAugustl6,shesuddenlysc肥amedout,
''Mother!''andthenshedied.

Iregretthatwecouldnotfindmyl4-year-oldsistereⅢmer・ But, inanyevent,
therewasnomedicme. Indeed,wecouldnotdoany伽ngfOrher・ Theyanesisters
fOrme. ButhowsadmymotherfeltfOrherchildnen'sdeath! Shewasalsosuffering
homdiarrheaandvomiting. Ontopofthat,shehadtotakecameofherdaughters.
Herhairwasalsomlingout.

HiroShima,1．5kmfrOmgroundzero,Female,Agell
29-0021

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisfr(13)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 16
1.5kmfromgoundzero

(Elderbrother)
Thebackofherbodywasentirelybumed. ShehadsomeappetitefromAugust

6toll,butfromaroundAugustl2,shelostherappetifandgraduallybecameunable
totakeeventhefOodshewanted・ Shegrewweakerveryquickly,andjustbefOre
dawnonAugustl6, shediedinagony･ Shewasconsciousuntiltheendandsaid
farewelltoeverybody・EspecianyshethankedmefOrtakingcareofherwhenshewas
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ill.

Evennow,wheneverlreflectuponthewaymysisterdied,mytearspouroUtin
agonyandsadness. Ihavenomoresisters,andIwasleftalone.Imissmysister,and
thereisnotevenadaywhichldonotwishshewerealive・Hermindstayedsoclear
untiltheend. Shestruggledinpainwithherfingersinmeairwhenshewasnotable
tobreathe. Irememberthemovementofthefingerssovividly,andlcanneverfbrget
mysolTowandangerfOrthecrueldeathofthethirteen-year-oldchild.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agell
11-0042

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(49)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．5kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Mother(37)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 17
1．1kmfromepicenter

(Father)

IfOundhisbones,whichcrumbledwhenltriedtopickthemup. Iscoopedthem
upwithmyhandsandbroughtthembackhome.

(Mother)

Twothirdsofherbodywasburned. ItookherfromtheRedCrossHospitalto
grandmother'shouseinOdaVillage,TakadaCounty・Maggotsswannedalloverher
body. Shecriedinpainwhenevergrandmothertriedtopickthemout. Shecouldnot
sayawordfOrelevendaysexceptfbrthemomentjustbefOreherdeathwhenshe
moaned, "Water,Water.'’

IhatedthewarfOrtakingawaybothofmyparents.Icouldbelieveneitherin
GodnorinBuddha. Ifevenoneofmyparentsweresaved, ibelievethat the
sufferingofthepastfOrtyyearswouldhavebeenlessened・Aftertheirdeaths,because
ofaproblemconcerningtheinheritance,mysisterandlcouldnotlivetogether・Now,
afterlivingfOrfOrtyyearsindifficultcir℃umstances,Ineverwantmytwosonsto
sufferthemiseryofwarasldid.

Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-0114

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(28)-DiedonAug. 13
0.5kmfromgroundzero

2)Father(63)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 17
0．5kmfromepicenter

(Father)

Hewasmsidethehousewhenthebombwasdropped・ Whenhebecame
conscious,hefOundhimselfburiedunderthefallenhouse・ Hesawfireabovehimand

desperatelypushedawaythebeams,poles,piecesofwood,andtilesinordertocome

－77－



outandmakehiswaytotheHonkawaRiverbehindthehouse. Thensomebodygave
himafUton,whichhesoakedwithwaterfromtheriverandputoverhishead.After
aWhile,hewalkedthroughthebackoftheHiroshmaStationandtooktheFunakoshi
Pass.Whenhefinallygotbackhomeintheevening,hewasunsteady・ Hehada
paininhisthroat,andbecauseofseveredialTheasincethen,hecouldnoteatanything.
Hediedontheseventeenth.

(Elderbrother)

Hewasalreadydeadwhenmy伽nilymemberfOundh伽atthepostinYoshida.
Hediedontheh肥enth. BothmyfatherandbrotherwereinTakajou-machiatthe
timeofthebombing.

Becauselwasalsosufferingfromburnsallovermybody,IcouldnotCndthem
whentheydied・My伽nilymokmebackhomeonastretcherafterfOurdays・ They
toldmethatmyfatherhadwomedaboutmeandhadtoldthemtotakecareofme
ratherthanofhimself・Hecouldnoteatatallbecauseofseverediarrhea・My伽nily
fOnowedhiswishesandtookcameofmeratherthanhim(perhapsbecausehewasnot
reallyburned). Itwaswhentheywerebusytakingcareofme,however,thathedied.
Iwnlwolkhardtogetherwithothers, sothatsuchatragedywillneverberepeated.

Hiroshima,3．Okmfromgroundzero,Male,Age8
20-0068

1)Father(52)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 17
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

(Father)
HesufferedseriousburnsandwascfmedbyavolunCergroupofyouthstothe

armyhospital.Whenhewastakenaway,hesaid, ''Takecareof…'! Afterafewdays,
wewenttothehometownofmymotherwithmyfather・ Ourneighborsavoidedhim
becausehisbumedbodywascoveredwithmaggotsandhadastrong,badsmell・ He
pleadedwithustogivehimwater,andwedidso, thinkingthatifthisishisend,he
shouldhaveasmuchwaterashewanted.

Iwasonlyeightthen,soldonotlemembermuch・Whenhewasabouttopass
away, Iwascalledtohisbed・ Andljuststoodtherewatchinghim.Istoodthere
absent-mindedly,thatisalllcansay.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel7
34-5996

Familymemberwhodied

1)Uncle(43)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 17
0．8kmfromhypocenfr

(Uncle)
Hewasnotinjuredatall,butfromAugust7hecompletelylosthisappetiteand

begantosufferfrompain. OnAugust9,myauntlaidhimonasmallcart_qnd_lft
thecityfOrltsukaichi・ IwastoldthatsoonafterthereappearedspOtsonhisskin.
Hevomirdandfinallyspatoutenoughbloodtofinabasm.Hepassedawayaround
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eleveno'clockonAugustl7.
Icouldnotgotoseehimbecauselwastakingcareofmyyoungerbrotherwho

wasseriouslyburned,butmymotherwasthereduringhislastmoments.

Inthosedays,becausemyfatherwasnotwithus,Ithoughtofmyuncleasmy
ownfather. Idonotknowhowtodescribethis:myunclehadnoinjuries,yethis
internalorganscompletelymeltedaway.

Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Male,AgelO
34-7197

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersister(14)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug. 17
0．5kmfromhypocenter

(Eldersister)

Shewasinjuredandburnedalloverherbody. therewasaholecutdeepinher
head・Maggotsgewonherbodyandshewrithedinpain・ Aftershedied,wecould
seeclearlytheoutlineofherbodymadebypusonthemattress, thetatami,andeven
onthefloorboardbeneath.

AlthoughshewastakentothepostinNiejimalsland,shewasnottreatedthere,
butjustwaitedtodie.Wetookhertoahospitalinmyfather'shometown,butthey
justsaid, ''Shewon'tliveassheisnow,"anddidnotgiveheranytreatmentataU.
Shediedatouraunt'shouseonAugustl7・ Itissadformetothinkthatshecould
notreceiveanyhelpandthatshedidnotwanttodie・ However,herwordsarestill
alivefOrme,andtheygivemethecouragetonve.

Hiroshima,2.Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-0115

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(42)-DiedofseriousburnsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 18
1．7kmfromhypocenter

(Mother)

OnthatdaymymotherwascaughtinthebombingneartheTsurumiBridgein
YanoTownwhileshewasdoingvolunteerwork. Shewassavedandbroughttothe
YanoGrammarSchool. Herwholebodywasburned,butevenwithherswollenface
Shewomedaboutme. Theotherpeoplelyingdownintheclassroomswereasking
fOrwaterandbreathingwithdifficulty.

ICutherskinopen, squeezedoutpusandliqUidwithtweezers, andapplied
medicineandoil. IdideverythingtheysaidwasgoodfOrburns. ShestartedtOllave
bloodygtOols, andfinallyontheeveningofAugust l8, shepassedaway. We
crematedherinaholedugintheground.

IamSUrethatmymother,dyinginthisagonizingwayhatedtheideaofleaving
youngchildrenbehind・ Icanneverforgetthatshewascryingeveryday, !'Icannot
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dieleavingthesechildren."Myyoungerbrotherwasalsobombedandtakentothe
samecamp.Moreover,wexeceivedthenewsofthedeathofmyelderbrotherandl
wascompletelylost・ Ithasbeen40yearsnow・ Sincethenlhavelivedtakingcale
ofmyotherbrothersandsisters,wishingthatsuchagonywinneverberepeated.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafierthebomb,Female,Age29
34-3625

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(27)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug・ 18
Neargroundzero

(Youngerbrother)
Twodaysafterthebombingshebegantofeelexhausted,andherfacetumed

purpleandhermouthbled. HerhemorrhagecontinuedfOrtwoweeks,andshedied
withoutrecoveringconsciousness.

Wheneverlthinkthatiftheatomicbombhadnotbeendropped,shewouldnot
havehadtodiesuchamiserabledeath. Shewouldbeenjoyingherhealthrightnow.

Icannothelpholdingagmdgeagainsttheatomicbombeven40yearsafterwards.

HiroShima,3．0IKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age21
34-5912

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersister(32)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､ 18
1．Okmfromhypocenter

(Eldersister)
WeweretoldthatshewastakentoarefUgeofFuruichi.Wemanagedtotake

hertoanacquaintance'shouseofYamamoto,Gion-cho， Herwholebodywasburned
andboneswerebareatsomeparts・ Shediedinagony,cryingfOrwaterandasking
ustolookafterherchndren. Hercrueldeathisstinvividinmymemory.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafierthebomb,Female,Age31
14-2018

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father-in-law(66)-CmshedandbmnedtodeathonAug.6
0．5kmfromhypocemer
RemainsfOund

2)Aunt(57)-DiedintheexplosiononAug.6
Distancefromhypocenfr-notknown.
NeverfOund

3)Niece(6)-DiedonAug.6. Causeofdeath-notknown.
0．5kmfromhypocenter
AshesfOund
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4)Mother-in-law(67)-KilledbythebombonAug､ 19
0．5kmfromhypocenter

(Father-in-law)

Iheardthathisbodyhadbeenburnedandthathehadneitherfeetnorhands.
Hisbramhadnotbeenburned・ ItwasfilledwithwhiteantswhenwefOundhimafter

fOurdays.

(Niece)

Smceshewasonlysixyearsoldandherbonesweresoft,hercolpseturned
ahnostentirelyintow価にashes・Whenwetoucheditwithourhandsitcmmbledinto
powder.

(Mother-in-law)

Iheardthatherburnsweresobadthatherskinpeeledoffwhentheytouched
her・ Itwasalsosaidthatshehadswallowedapieceofburningmaterialorsomething,
andthathermouth,redatfirst, turnedwhite,andthentheskincameoff,givingher
geatpain. ItissaidthatshediedinagonyonthemorningofAugust l9.

Iwastoldthatmymother-in-lawhadlamentedandcried, sayingthatshecould
notfOrgiveherselffOrbeingsavedalone,andthatshecouldnotfacehersonwhohad
enmstedhischildtoher・ Iwasalsotoldthat shedidnot thinkaboutherown

imminentdeathbutjustscreamedabouthergrandchild,repeating, "Ithurts,"untilshe
couldnolongertalk.

IwentbackhomeoncetobringbackfOod,butwhenlarrivedatKureonAugust
21, shehadalreadydied・ Itwasagreatpity.

Hiroshima,2.0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel4
23-0066

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(18)-Diedofseliousburnsandatomicdisease

onAug． 19
1．Okmfromhypocenter

2)Malecousin(Age-unknown)-DiedonAug､ 19.
Causeofdeath-notknown.

Distancefromhypocenter-notknown.
3)Femalecousin(Age-unknown)-Sameasabove

(Elderbrother)

ThreedayslateronAugust9,my伽her,motherandeldersisterfinallyfOund
himonthelawnofthenationalhospital・ Theylaidhimoutonadoorandcarried
himhomebytruck. Hewasburnedandinjuredalloverwithinnumerablepiecesof
glass inhisbody・ Everytimemedoctor tookoutapieceofglasswithout an
anesthedc,mybrotherscreamedholTibly・ Thiscontinuedeveryday・ Hisfeverwas
alsocontinuouslyhigh.
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JustbefOrehisdeath,heaCseveralpiecesofice,cmshingthemwithhisfeth.
Hesaiditmstedgood. Thiswashisdeath,andldonotwanttorememberit.

(Cousms)
Onthesameday,but帥differenttimes, twoofmycousinsdied・ Theboy

retumedhomewithoutanyinjury,buthehadlosthish血anddiedwithahighfever.
Hisyoungersister'sbodywasbumedallover,andshewascoveredbymaggotsand
died.

TheirpaImentslosttheirmindswithgrief. IfeltsorryfOrsurvivingaloneandhad
manypainfUldays・ Evennow,becauseIremindherofhercmldrenwheneverlmeet
myaunt,Ifeelthesame.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel8
34-4319

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(50)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 19
Enteredthecityafcrthebomb

2)aunt(Age-unknown)-Diedofseriousburns.
Dateofdeath-notknown.

2．Okmfromhypocenter
3)Niece(Age-unknown)一Causeanddateofdeath-notknown.

Distancefromhypocenter-notknown.
(Father)
HeenteredthecityonthedayafterthebombingmordertolookfOrthebody

ofmymece. Insidethecity,hedrankwaterfromawaCrpipe・ Thiscausedstomach
painandbloodystoolsthatsamenight.Therewasneitheradoctornoranymedicine.
HediedonAugustl9.

Inspirofthestomachpain,heaskeddesperatelyfOrwater,butwewereafrai4
thatasrlimorhadit,ifwegavehimwater,hewoulddie. Iregretnowthatwecould
notgivehimanytreannent.

Hiroshima,1.5IKmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel4
22-0020

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(53)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeath-notknown.
。 1．0kmfromhypocenter

2)Mother(about40)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAu9．20
1.0kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Mymotherrescuedmyfather,whowascrushed"derpurhouse,andtQOk_him
totheSentei, thegardenoftheAsanoclan. Shelaidh加downne肛曲ewallofthe
gardenandcametofindme・ Laterwelearnedfrommepolicethathehaddiedon
thespot.
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(Mother)
Mymother,helpingme, escapedtoYamaguchiPrefecture, but she

uncle'shousebecauseofahemorrhage.

but shediedat my

Somethinglfeel:
a)Theirdeathsweretoocruel.
b)Iwishwehadhadmedicineat that time.
c)Iwasaburdentomymother.
d)At least, Iwouldliketoerectagravestone
e)Butmorethanthat, IwouldhavelikedfOr

formvmotherandfather.
づ

themtolivealittlelonger.
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Ayoungmotherembracingherdeadbaby,
whowaslessthanoneyearold.Anatomic
bombtookthe lifeof the infant. Painting:
TONOOKAkanji,age27inl945.

111.DeathSbytheEndofAugust

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel6
17-0009

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(22)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.21
0.25kmfromepicenter

(Elderbrother)
Frommel4thtothel8thofAugust, I searchedfOrhimaroundthecity, from

onefirst-aid-stationtoanother, butlcouldn't findhim. Iwentbackhome. The

momentlgotthere,apostcardandaletterarrived.IfoundthattheyhaqbeepW"en
onthe8th~andl3th.Theformersaid(probablywrittenwithacharcoalstick),"You
neednotworryaboutme; I'mingoodspirits!',andthelatter: "Iamwearyallover,
Icanbarelvmove-Iaminatrainboundforatemporaryhospitalfor theArmyin
TQjo'i.

Afterlamved,myfatherleftfOrTQjotobringhissonbackwithhim・ Later，
mvmotherwentthereWithsomemedicinesandotherthings. Theygotadoctorto
cjneandseemybrother, togivehiminjectionsandthelike. Buthewassofeyerish
andsoweakenedthathewasbeyondmedicalhelp・ Theysaidtherewasnothingto
dobut towatchhmdie.

Aftersufferingmuch,hediedfromexcessivebleeding.
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Pleasedwiththeendofthewar,mybrothersaid,'II'llresumemystudiesagain
whenlgetwen"・Myparents,whosesondiedsayingthiSandWllOCQlllqdQJlothing
fOrtheif~sonwhenheWasfacingdeath, Ibelieve,havehadalifefilledwithanger
againstthatdreadfUlA-bomb.

EachofuswasfOrcedtowalkaimlesslyfromonefirst-aid-stationtoanother.
TmsisbecausetheAnnykeptnorecordsoftheinjuredwhocametostayfOrmedical
tre帥ment.

Therewasnootherway,butitstillbothersmethatmymotherandIcouldnot
comeacrosshimalittlesooner.

Atthebottomofmyheart,Idon'twanttominkoftheeventsofthosedays.

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel6
22-0307

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(14)－Diedofsenousinjuries,bums
andatomicdiseaseonAug.21
2．Okmfromepicenter

(Youngersister)
Myyoungersisterwasburntoveralmostallherbody・Herfacewasswollenlike

asocceii)allandhereyelidswereclosed. Shelosthereyesight. Shediedinagony
andpain,crying, "Howithurts!''

Wehadnomedicinestogiveherandtherewasnodoctortocomeandseeher.
Wecouldn'tdoanythingto saveher life・ Today, it is inconceivable that a
fOurteen-year-oldgirllikeher, innocentandnotreSponSiblefOranytiing,die"u"a
crueldeath. Ifsliewerealive, shemighthaveenjoyedahappyandwonderfullife.

Hiroshima,1．Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel4
34-7120

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersister(30)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandburns
onAu9.21
1.0kmfromepicenter

(Eldersister)
Myeldersisterwasatwork. ShehelpedevacuatethebuildingsinZakoba-cho

(1kmfromgroundzero) inlaborserviceoninstructions (orders) fromthetown
association(UjinaKandadori). Shewasburntalloverherbodyexcepthereyes,nOse
andmouth. Shehadthreeribsbroken. ShewastakentotheguardstationinUjina

bymyfatherandtreafdbyahospitalolderly. ShewrithedinagonyeverydayUntil
shebreathedherlastonAugustthe21st.
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Aslmyselfwasbombedandburntatthesametime,Iwasn'tabletotakecare
●

ofher.

MysiSterWasverykindtome. SheusedtopackalunchboxfOrmeeveryday.
Onaveryhotday,sheoffeledmeastrawhatwitharibbononit． ''Putonthishat

-it'stoohotoutdoors''・ Shewouldusepartofherkimonostomakemyclothesas
itwasatimeofshortagesofgoodsinthosedays・ AsayounggilIIIeliedonherin
thisway・ Ialwaysfeelverysonythatshe, ahea肋ywoman,died・ Theother
membersofmyhnilywerealldisappoinCd, too.

OnAugust6,ShecametoZakoba・ Standinginthecorneroftheworksite,she
Iecognizedmeandwavedherhandtome. Thatwasthelasttimelsawher.

MymothertoldmethatalthoughsheshouldhavecomebacktoUjinasoonafter
thebomb,itwasnotuntilaboutthreeo'clockthatsheactuallygothome・ Iaskedmy
motherthereasonandsheansweled, "BecauselwastryingtOrescueawomananii
herchildwhowerecmshedunderahousemZakoba…'，

Hiroshima,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age22
34-7179

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(42)-Diedofseriousinjuliesandburns
onAug.22
Distancefromepicenter-notknown

(Elderbrother)

Hewasburntandhurtinhisfaceandelbows. Hisarmsjustdangled. There
werethreeorfOurbigopenwoundsonhisfOrehead・ Hislipswereswollenthree
timesasbigasnonnaLHepassedawayinagony.

Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age20
13-33-013

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(45)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1.6kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Youngerbrother(12)-KinedbythebombonAug､6
0．8kmfromepicenfr
NeverfOund

3)Father(49)-Diedofseriousburnsandatomicdisease

onAug.23
1．6kmfromepicenter

(Father)
Hewasoumoorsandburnedonthebackofhisheadandalloverhisback. His

temperaturewentuptoabout41､5degrees・ Hesufferedfromdiarrheaandlosthis
appetite. HisCmperaturedidn'tgodownandthebloodyexcrementdidn'tstopuntil
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hediedonAugust23.

(Mother)
Shewasoutdomsandgotbadlyburnedandcrushedunderafallinghouse.

ThoughlheardhercryfOrhelp,thefirespreadsorapidlylcouldn'tsaveher.

(Youngerbrother)
Hewas inthefirstgradeofjuniorhighschool. Hewentout toworkat

removingbuimmgs infrontoftheprefecturalofficeas laborselvice, butnever
retumed・ IwentsearchmgfOrhiminthedismctsofNinoshimabutinvain. He's
stillmissing.

Myfatherwasahealthyman・HecamehomSakan-chotoremoveourhousehold
goods・Wewerebombedtogetherandlwasluckytoberescuedbyhim. Ioweit
tothesacrificeofmyparentsthatlamalivetoday.

Mymotherwasbombednotfarfromme. Bothofusgotbadlyburnt,andwere
crushedunderahouse・ Sincelcouldn'tmovemylegsitwasimpossibletocrawlout.
Ittookmyfatheralongtimetogetmeout. Imanagedtocrawloutwithhishelp
butlwasunabletowalkbecausemyleftlegjustdangled・ Tomyreglet,asthefire
wasqUitenearwecouldn'tsavemymother,andhadtoleaveheralone. I'llleget
itaslongasIlive.

Myyoungerbrotherlost thebrightfUturehehad・ Icouldn'tevengatherhis
ashes、 1'msorry,verysolTyforhim.

HiroShima,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Male,Age25
34-3012

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(13)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
0．3kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Father-in-law(52)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.21
1．Okmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

3)Mother(46)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.23
1．Okmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

(Father-in-lawandMother)

TheywerenearthepowerstationinNakahiro-machi, inHiroshimaCity. Being
badlyburned,theytookrefUgeatthehouseofalelativeinOshiba・Theirbodieswere
rottinggraduallyandtheyweresoongone・ Icrematedtheirbodiesinthedryriverbed
oftheOta,

(Youngersister)

ShewasinHiroshimaMunicipalWomen'sCommercialHigh-schoolatthattime.
Shewas bombedwhileworking to removebuildings aroundKako-machi or
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Zaimoku-cho・NeitherherdeadbodynorherremainshavebeenfOund.

Forseveraldaysafterbeingbombedandgettingbadlyburnt, theysuffrCdm
intenseagony. TheirskinwaStornandpusfOrmedintheirwoundsandwasinfested
withmaggots.

Ifeelstrongangerandgreatgriefbecausetheydiedsuchacmeldeath.

I'mdeeplymovedtowitnessthe40thanniversaryoftheA-bOmbmg・ Theeffect
onmymmdFWon'tbehealedfOralongtime,possiblynever.Allmyfamilywere
killedrbytheA-bombing.Howsadlwaswhenllostthehouselliveqinapdbefame
penmleSs!Whatalong, thomywaylhavebeenfOrcedtQEead_and..toliveplone!
ikeenlyfeltthecmeltyofotherstopoorpeoplelikeme・ IfOunditdiscouragingto
looktoothersfOrhelp・Whathassupportedmehasbeenno伽ngbutmyuntiring
perseverance. Ihavenevergivenup・Mystrongspmtandbodywerehardenedwhile
Onthebrinkofdeathonthatbattlefield.

Myhealthy,valuablebody,whichlhavelivedWidlvigorously｣untilloday,isthQ
onlyassetlhave・ IhopeallOfuswillkeepourmindspuretohelpandunderSiand
eachother・ Imtendto~trymybestforthebenefitoftheworlduntiltheendofmy
days.

Apartofmymindandheart,_IcalldPvotetothedPad.Ipraywemay
wimessSuchadiSastroussceneagainandthatwemaintainpeacefO肥ver．

never

Hiroshima,3.Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel7
34-6108

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(48)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．1kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Grandmother(87)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug.23
2.3kmfromepicenter

(Father)
Illeardthathewasbombedanddiedat thecenrroftheexplosion: The

HiroshimaPostOffice,withall theothervictims・ Imade theroundsofthe
first-aid-stationsandofthemortuariesinseal℃hofhimthenextdayandthedayafter,
butlcouldn'tfindhim.

(Grandmother)
Shewas~cmshedunderourhousewhichwaspartiallydestroyed,andshewas

seriously伽rtintheheadandlegs・ Theopenwoundinherknee,fromwhichthe
bonesliowed,wasinfestedwith~maggots. Shealsohadahighfeverobut itW3s
impossibletotakehertoadoctor・Wenursedherathome,withherlyingonthe
vefandah,coolingherwithwellwater. Unabletoeatanything,becauseofherage
partly,shepassedawayasawitheredtree.
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Ialwayswishedmyfatherhadlived. Perhapshediedinamomentwiththe
flashoftheA-bomb.NeitherfOrhimnorfOrmygrandmother,couldldoanything.
ThemorepeacefUltheworldbecomes,themorekeenlylfeelthecrueltyoftheway
theydied・ Ihatewar.

Hiroshima,2.OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age41
34-2107

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(46)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.23
1.5kmfrOmepicenfr

(Husband)
HewasoutdoorsnearhisofficeinNismtenma-cho・ Hewassobadlyburnedall

overhisbodythathewasunabletolieonhisback・ Andtherewerenodoctorsto
seeh加ormedicinestogivehim・ Solbumtsomepapertoashesandkneadedthem
withwafr,andladdedgroundcucumbers. Thispastelapphedtohisbodyinstead
ofmedicme. Thatwasalllcoulddo. Ofcourse,hecouldnotbecuredof such

seriousburnsthatway.

Evenaslightburnishardtobear・ Ibelievehesufferedverymuch・ Therewas
nohelpfOrhninthecircumsmncesofthosedays.Myregretmakesmyheartsad
evennow.

Ihavelivedatroubledlife,wonderingwhytheA-bombsweredroppedonlyon
H伽shimaandNagasaki. Ithinkdayafterdaythattheseagoniesofminewouldbe
understoodmoreorlessbyothersiftheA-bombswerethrowndownthroughoutthe
country.InmymindIhavebeencryingeveryday,''Givemebackmyhusband!''

Hiroshima,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age28
34-5057

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(61)-Diedofseriousinjuriesand
atomicdiseaseonAug.23
0．8kmfromepicenter

(Father)

HewasinthebuildingofhisworkplaceinTeppo-choandgotseriouslyhurt.
Itwas,IIemember,August9whenlmethimafterthebombing・Welivedunderour
relative'sroofinKoi・ MyfatherhadhiswoundtreatedquitemadequatelyatKoi
PrimarySchool． HewastreaCdfOraboutaweek,butnotthoroughly・ Hesaidhe
wantedtoeatsomefruit,buttherewasn'tapieceoffmit,notanyvegetables・ He
becameweakerandweaker,a肋oughhewasstillconscious・ Finallyhediedafter
callingoutthenamesofmymother,ofmeandmyaunt・ ItwasAugust23.

Myfatherwasanhonestmanandlivedagoodlife・ Ifhehadnotbeenbombed,
hecouldhavelivedhisretirementyearshappilywithmymother.
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SmcetheA-bombing,Ihavelivedwithmysicklymother・ Ifmyfatherhadbeen
alive,mylife,withmfmage,wouldhavebeenverydifferentfromwhatitis・ Afrr
thewar,Irememberedmyfatherinvarioussitua伽ns.AndIthoughtofmyauntwho
wasalsokined血mewar・Nowlwanttocry,!'Givemebackmyfather,thepeople
killedmthewar,andthespringtimeofmylifewhichwastakenfromme!''

Hiroshima,1.5kmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Agell
34-0701

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(41)-Diedofseriousburnsandatomicdisease

onAug．24
1．5kmfromepicenter

(Mother)

Shewasbumedmboththeupperandthelowerl伽bs, inthefaceandonher
lxeast. Shewastakeninafieldhospital(school-house)oftheAnny.OnAugust24,
aftervomitingblackblood, shedied.

Myfatherlostmymother, lostallhisfOrtunebecauseofthewar,anddiedof
cancer， Mymotherdiedsufferingfrombums. Oneofmysisrrsdiedfroman
unknowndisease(shewasbombedO.5kmfTomgroundzero).Theotherissickwith
fUnctionaldisorders・ Isufferhomafter-effects・ NotonlyfOrthembutfOrallother
victimsoftheA-bomb,bothdeadandliving, thewarhasnotendedyet.

TheJapanesegovemmenthasdonenothingfOrmyfatherandmotherorfOrall
thepeoplekilledinthewar・ TheywerepeoplewhodideverythingforJapmduring
thewar.Myfatherwasamerchant,whohadhishousedestroyedtwicebecauseof
removalofthebuildings. Hesaidhehadatrmptedmanydmestokillhimselfand
histhrmeechildren・ Iwondeledwhenwillourdistlessingwarcometoanend？There
isnohope・ Iwishtherewerearayofhope.

HiroShima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age28
34-4429

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(35)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.24
DismncefromepicenCr-notknown

(Husband)
Hewasburnedalloverhisbodyandlosthiseyesight・ HelivedfOreighCen

days. Hewasabletospeakandhear・ HisannswereinjuredwithsoresfrOmhis
burns・Helostbloodexcessively・ Apoolofbloodformedathisbedsideontheday
befOrehissuddendeath・Hewasblind,andwasinpainfOreighteendaystillhedied.
Therewerenodoctorstocometoseehimnormedicinestogivehim-nohelpfOr
theburnsoverhisbody・Hebreathedhislastinsuchconditions,whichwordscannot
describeadequately.
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Hiroshima,2.Okmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel7
34-0024

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(54)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．3kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Aunt(35)-Sameasabove
3)Cousm(14)-sameasabove
4)Cousm(7)-sameasabove
5)Cousm(3)-sameasabove
6)Cousm(2)-sameasabove

7)Cousin(13)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.25
0.7kmfromepicenter

WienweWerebombed,myhomebelongedtothetownassociationofKitagumi
atT.njm-machi,WherethePeaceMemorialHall isnow. Myfamilyhadeight
membersthen: Mymother, I,myauntandherfivechildrenwithwhomsheliad

moveqfromNagoya, thinkingitsafertobeinHiroshimathaninNagoya. They
moY.dtomyhouseOnAugust l, 1945. So,onthedayoftheA-bombing,allmy
family,exceptmeandmycousinTaro,whoweleatschoolthenwelebombedinthe
houseatTenjin-machi.

(Cousin7)

Taro,theeldestboywhowasl3,metmebychanceonAugust9・ Helooked
almostuninjured,butwentbacktoNagoyathedayafterandhadanattackoffever
the肥． HediedonAugust25duetoacuteA-bombdisease.

Other

Koami-cho

cousins.

thantheabove, IhadrelativeswholivedinTenjin-machi,Ote-machi,
orTanaka-machi. Inall, 19peopledied-mymother,uncleS,auntsand

Itwaspossiblyinthekitchenthat thesixlemainswerescattered・ Icouldn't
distinguishonefromanother.

IwentseaI℃hingfOrtheashesonAugust7and8,butlwasnotabletolook
thoroughlybecauselmyselfwassoseriouslyinjured. Iwasalmostblindandcould
notstandorwalkwell・ Ibarelysurvived.

WhQtQruelqeathstheywere1Whywassuchanindiscriminateweaponusedon
Japanwhohadalreadylostthewar？ Ifeelstrongangeraboutthat．

I'm.xtremelysoITythatllostTarowhomlhelddear,andwhoyearnedfOrme.
WeIYelpjllst!ikereall)rotherS. IWillmisshimaslongasllive.NowfOrtyyears
laterI伽nkOfmymotherandrecallTaro,whocameallthewaytoHiroshimaiobe
killed・ IwriCthisinTaro'smemoryfOrthereposeofhissoul・
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Hiroshima,1．5kmfromgrOundzero,Female,Agell
11-0120

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(45)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeth-unknoWn
Distancefromepicenter-notknown
NeverfOund

2)EldersisCr(13)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
AshesfOund

3)Mother(39)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.26
1．2kmfromepicenter

(Father)
HewasworkingattheprimaryschoolinMoto-machi・ Icouldfindneitherhis

deadbodynorhisashes.

(Mother)

JrhreeadultswereattheplacewheIBI,achild,wasprobablyblownawaybythe
blaSt.Mymother,oneoftheadultsdiedfrombumsandwoundstwentydaysafter
thebombmg.

(Eldersister)
Shewaswithherfellowsmdentsanddiedthere;theywereworkinginthestudent

labormobilization.

Iregretthatl'mmentallyunstable・ RemembranceofMother'sDayisverycmel
fOrme・ Nowlrepeat ''Givemebackmyfather,motherandsisCr! Ididn'tchoose
tolosemyparent¥、 It'sheartbreakingfOrmetoseemenofthesameageasmy
famer.Ienvythemtheirhappiness.

Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,24
28.0149

Familymemberswhodied

1)Uncle(55)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug､6
1.0kmhomhypocenfr

2)Aunt(Age-unknown)-DiedinAugust･Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

3)Mother(51)一ⅨedofatomicdiseaseonAug.26
1．2kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

(UncleandAunt)
WehadcomefromOsakatolivewithmyonlyuncleandhiswifethreeyears

befOre. WehadtoseparatefromthemagainattheendofJulybecauseofthe
EvacuationOperation. (Weweregivenonlyfivedays.) Afterthebombfellwe
visitedrefUgeecentersinthecitylookingfOrthembutinvain. (Laterweweretold
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thatourunclediedonthatday.)

(Mother)
WehadnorelativeStogoto・Wehadalmostnothingtoeat. Nobodycameto

seeMother,wholayonthewoodenfloorofaschoolbuilding,haggardandemaciated.
Herinternalorgansweredamagedbytheradiation.WehadlivedfOrfivedaysinour
newhouse.WemovedinaftertheevacuationfromourUncle's.Wewereexpecting
thatMothercouldatlastliveacarefreelife. Thenthebombexploded・Wandering
aroundlookingfOrshelterintheinCnseheat,shebecameexhausCdanddied20days
later. (Shewas51yearsoldthen.) Shemusthaveresentedit! HowpainfUlitmust
havebeenfOrherandhowawfUlshemusthavefe1t.

Withoutanyonetoturnto,wespentseveraldayswithhardlyanythingtoeat.
TheclothesMotherdiedmwerethesameoneshehadbeenwearingsincethatday.
TheyweretatCIedandsmearedwithblood.Myyoungerbrotherandlwereinno
betfrconditionthanher;And,toourregret,wecouldn'tdoanythingfOrher．Wehad
ourfirstfOod, somecrackers,ontheafternoonofthedayMotherdied. (Shediedin
themoming.) "Ifonlywehadsomeinthemorning,wecouldhavelethersavorit.i'
Thishasbeenmyregret. ThatspitefUlbombhadtragicallysnatchedthelifeofour
Mother,who,beleavedbecauseofherhusband'sdeath,hadworkedh肛dtoraiseus.

Sheusedtosay, "Howlwishwecouldhavebowlsofzenzai (sweetenedredbeen
soup)onceagain.!{ IwishshewerestillalivenowandcouldenjoywhateverfOodshe
fancied・ GiveusbackourMother,ouralwayssmilingMother!

HiroShima,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel3
33-0071

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(17)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onAug．21
0.6kmfromhypocenter

2)Father(46)－ⅨedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiseaseonAug.24
0.7kmfromhypocenter

3)Eldersisfr(15)-Sameasabove

4)Mother(42)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiseaseonAug.26
0．7kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

HehadbeennlnninghighfeverfOroneweekbefOrehedied. Histoothridges
bled,andbluespotsappearedalloverhim. Hediedinagony.

(Mother)

ShediedexactlylikeFatherdid・ Shehadbeenmindingusuntilshedied.

(ElderBrother)

Besidethesymptomsgivenabove,hehaddiarrhea. Hediedinagony.

(Eldersister)

Shediedthesameway. IwillneverfOrgethermiserabledeath; shedied
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vomitingbloodandwonns. Includingmyrelativeslknowabout20peOplewhodied
becauseoftheA-bomb.

Iftheyhaddiedanaturaldeath,Icouldacceptitasinevitable. Itwasandstill
isagreatshocktomethatlwasleftalone. AndhadtoatCndtotwodeathsinone
mght・ Affrthedeathof4ofmyfamilymembers,IwasnotmyselffOrthreeorfOur
years.

Yetthosewhohavebeendeadarestillluckierthanl.Mineislikethelifeof

anervousprisonersen[ncedtocapitalpunishment.

Myyoungerbrotherhadbeensufferingfromaconstantnosebleeduntilhe
committedsuicide.

Hiroshima,2.0IKmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age20
13-26-001

Familymemberswhodied

1)Sister-in-law(35)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
Distancefromhypocenter-unknown
NeverfOund

2)Elderbrother(42)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onAu9．28
0．8kmfromhypocenter
Remainsfound

(Elderbrother)

Hewasneartheplefecmralofficewhenthebombwasdropped・ HeandMother
managedtoget toImabari,Mother'shometown. Hewas takentotheannexof
Mother'shome・ Thedoctordidn'tknowwhatwaswrong, andas therewasno
medicineavailableallhedidwasgivemybrotherglucoseshots・ Allhishaircame
offToMother'sandallhisrelative'simmensesorrow,hediedwithprofusebleeding
homhismouthandnose.

IwasattheMarineHeadqUartersthenandwasabletogetbackonAugust28,
thedayhedied・ TheClegramtellingmethatmybrotherwasincriticalconditionand
askingmetocomehomerightawaytook2weeks toreachmeinSeptember・ I
managedtogethomehopingtoseehimstillanve,butonlydisappoinnnentwas
waitingfOrme. Evennow,afrr40yearshaveelapsed,everythingstillseemsumeal.
I'vebeentrymgtokeepthisunpleasantexperiencefromenteringintomymemory.

(Sister-in-law)

Sheiscompletelymissing.

Thisissadandunbearabletoremember.Sometimeslwonderwhattheywould
bedoingiftheywerestillalive・Mother,whodiedattheageof94inl980,usedto
saythatshehatedtheU.S.
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Hiroshima,1．Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agell
27-0316

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(8)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
0．85kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

2)Youngersister(6)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0．8kmfromhypocenter
Ashesremained

3)Youngersister(3)-Sameasabove
4)Youngerbrother(0)-Sameasabove
5)Mother(35)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiseaseonAug. 14

0．6kmfromhypocenter
6)Grandmother(59)-Diedofseriousinjuryandatomicdisease

onAug.28
0.8kmfromhypocenter

(Grandmother)

Shewascaughtunderthedestroyedhousebutsomehowmanagedtogetherself
hee. Shehadabiginjuryonherheadandapartofherskullwasshowing.Wehad
toremovethreepiecesofglassfragmentsoutfromherannsandtwowoodchipsfrom
herloins・ AroundAugust24bluespotsappearedalloverher,andhertemperature
becameveryhigh． ShevomitedbloodanddiedinagonyonAugust28.

(Mother)

Shewasbed-riddenaroundAugustlO. Shehadnoappetite・ Shespitupblood,
wasamictedwithahighfever,andlostherhair. ShediedinagonyonAugustl4.

(Sister[11)

Shewasattendingaday-careschoolnearby.Whenthebombwasdroppedshe
wasplayingoutdoors.Wepresumeitwasaninstantdeath.

(Sister[2])

Shewasatournext-doorneighbor's・Wepresumeherswasaninstantdeath, too.

(Sister[3])

Shewas caught under the fallenwoodworkofournext-doorneighbor's.
AccordingtotheneighborshewasstillconsciousandaskingfOrhelpsaying, ''Auntie,
pleasehelpmegetout・ I'll begood, sopleasehelpme!" Butwiththefire
approachingtheneighborcoulddonothing･ Shemusthavebeenburnedalive.

(Brother)
Hewasathomeandburnedtodeath.

BecauseofthewarandbytheA-bombsevenofourfamilymemberswerekilled
andlamtheonlysurvivor.Iwasabletoattendtomymother'sandgrandmother's
deathbeds・ Their'swerecrueldeaths-deathsofsufferingandagony・ Thescenes
arestnlvividtome;Iwillneverfolgetthem・ Iwasnotwiththemwhenmysisters
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orbrotherdied.no伽ngwaSlefttoidentifyoneofmysisterswith.

IhatethecrueltyofthewarandtheA-bomb. Iwouldliketotalkofthe
injusticeofitfOrFather,Mother,SistersandBrother.ThehardshipsIhavegone
through, (leftaloneat theageof ll)cannotbedescribedinwords・ Iamstin
sufferingfromradiation.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel8
34-0493

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(37)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onAug．28
1．0kmfromhypocenfr

(Elderbrother)
Fromheadtotoehewascoveledwithbluespotsasifhewerethumb-printed.

Histhroatwasswollenandbroken,soevenadropofwaterdidnotgothrough. At
atouchhish血cameoffinbatches.Wecoulddonommgbutjustwatchh加die.
Noomtmentwasavailable・Afewdoctorswerepracticing,buttheyweretoobusy
toatrndhim・ HediedaroundnoontimeonAugust28, leavmgtwontUechildren
behind.Weallwept: itwastootelTibletobetrue.

IfithadnotbeenfmtheA-bomb,thosetwochildlEn,whohadalreadylosttheir

mother,wouldnothavebecomeorphans. EvennowlcannothelpbutfeelsonyfOr
them・Theyhavenomemorywhatsoeveraboutwhattheirparentslookedlike･ Ifonly
theirfatherhadbeenalive, theywouldhavebeenabletoexperienceadifferentsort
ofhappiness.

WeshouldnothaveanotherwarandanotherexplosionofanA-bomb・ Thisis
mysmcerewish.

●

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel4
34-5367

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(17)-Diedofseriousburns, injuriesand
atomicdiseaseonAug．28
1．Okmfromhypocenter

(Elderbrother)
Hewasburnedandinjured,buttherewasnoomtmenttoapplyonh伽． We

weretoldgreaseiseffective, soweapphedsomethingwenevermaginedwecould
use.AIsolumorhaditthathumanashesweregoodtokeeptheburntsu曲Cedry,so
weusedsomeinplaceoftheointment・ LateronfromNagoyacameamedicalrelief
troop.Theyopenedaclinicattheprimaryschool.Mybrotherwastreatedthere,but
eventherenorealointmentwasused・ OnAugust261wenttoseeh加．WhenI
medtoremovetheclothfromthewound, thesurfaceskincamewithit,causing

profUsebleeding・ Itwouldn'tstopbleedingnomatterwhatwedid・ Allwecoulddo
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wasplaceaplateandletthebloodrunintoit・ Hediedinsufferingat8:00p.m.on
August28.

Ifeelindignantatthebrutalityofthewar.

Icouldn'tdoanythingfOrhim.

Adoctorcame,buthejustshruggedmsshouldersandleftmybrother,doing
nothing,notevengivinghimashot. (Thedoctorwasnottoblame. Ihavenogrudge
againsthim.)

Hiroshima,2．Okmh･omgroundzero,Male,Age21
12-0228

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldersister(24)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1.5kmfromhypocenter
AshesfOund

2)Youngersister(13)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1．3kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

3)Father(49)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､29
1．5kmfromhypocenter

(Father)
Hewasabletocrawloutofthedestroyedhouse(wooden)andseemedtobeall

right.AroundAugust27hesuddenlygotverysick・ Hishairbegantocomeoff,and
hediedwithoutreceivinganytreatment. Afterthecremation,wefOundhischest
boneswerepitchblack(justliketarusedfOrpavementthatdidnotcomeoffeasily.)
Weguesseditwasbecauseofthepoisonfromthebomborbecauseofaheavystroke,

(Eldersister)
Motheridendfiedherbytheashes.

(Youngersister)
Shewasworkingasamemberofahousedestroyingtroop.Herwhereaboutsale

losttous.

WeweledevoteBuddhistsofAkiSect.Wethoughtwehadtobeareverything
asfate,especiallyasitwasawartime・Weacceptedthistragedyasinevitable,even
thoughweweremournfUl・Withtheconsiderableelapseoftimewehavecometo
realizetheirdeathswereunreasonablyinhumane.
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HirOShima,EnteredthecityafterthebomblFemale,Age37
34-5171

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(49)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiSeaseJ
onAug．29
1．Okmhomgroundzero

(Husband)

Injuredonthehead,hewalkedbackhome・ Oncehomehishairtnout,blue
spotsappearedandahighfevercontinued. Histoothridgesbled・ Helostallhis
appetiteanddiedwithaprofUsebleedinginhis伽estines.Thestitchesthathadsown
upthewoundonhisheadcameoff. Frommegapewasoozingoutablackishred
liquid.

Thewaymyhusbanddiedsufferingwasmmlerable.Leftwithtwolitdechildrien,
(adaughterandasonbothamictedwithradiation,)Ididnotknowwhattodo.How
Iwishhewereherewithus.

HiroShima,1.5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
01.0036

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(8)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1．3kmfiPomepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Father(50)-DiedofseriousburnsandatomicdiseaseonAug.30
1．3kmfromepicenter

(Father)

ThebumsalloverhisbackweregettingbetCr・ Thendiarrheastartedandhis
h血begantofalloff. Hebecametooweaktogetup,butnobodyknewwhatwas
wrong. HebecameweakeranddiedonAugust30.

(Sister)

Accordingtoaneighbor'sreportofOctober, 1945, threechildI℃nmcludingmy
sisfrwerecaughtunderthedestroyedhouse. TheywereshoutingfOrhelp,butthe
neighborranawaywithoutlescuingthem,becauseoftheintenseheat.

WehadnodoctornoranydrugsfOrFather・ Ioftenwonderthatifthishad
happenednow,hemighthavebeenabletosurvive． ．

WhenlheardtheneighborCllingmethisintears,Ifeltnothingbutsadness.
Evennow,after40yearshaselapsed, thissadnessisstillwithme.

‐98‐



Hiroshima,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age34
34-4377

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(60)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．8km廿omepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Youngersister(30)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．3kmfromhypocenter
AshesfOund

3)Youngerbrother(19)-Diedofseriousinjuryandatomicdisease
onAug．30
1.2kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Accordingtoareport,hewassentfromChugokuPressofficetojoinahouse
destroyingmissionhewasworkingatMr.X'shouse,infrontofthefOnnerprefectural
officeinKako-machi.

(Youngersister)

Shewaschiefnurse砒theArmyHospital. Accordingtoareport, sheleftthe
mainofficeandhadjustarrivedattheFirstBranchOfficeinKamiyaSchotobeonthe
shift.

(Youngerbrother)

HehadmshedShUdOSecondarySchool,andhadjoinedtheJuniorCivilArmy
atHata-machiPrimarySchool・ Thelehewascaughtunder thedestroyedschool
building・ HisyouthfUlenergyenabledhimtocrawlout. HewastreatedattheAnny
HospitalwhichwasthenlocatedatNakayama,andreturnedhomeonthe9th. HiS
backwascoveredwithbloodyscratchesonhisshirt・ Itlookeditwasmadebysharp
nails. Hisshoulderbonewasbroken,andhegotitfixedattheYamamotodinicat
Aosaki・ ArolmdmeendofAugusthishairbegantOfalloff; andhehadbloody
excrements・ HediedinagonyathomeonAugust30.

ItissadthatwehavenoashesremainingofFather・Myhusbandandmytwo
brotherswereat thebattlefront. Whenwethought thinkingwelostallour~male
familymembers,mybrother'sreturnwasasourceofgreatdelight toMother. But
herejoysoonmmedintosolTowwithhisdeath.HowwewishedWehadhadadOctor
nearby.

WedugaholeintheopenareaatOsuandcrematedhimthere・ Wehadto
makeafirethreetimesandfinallyhewasreducedtoashes・Wewereastonishedto
findabigyellowishlumpofgreasecomingoutoftheashes.
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Hiroshima,3．0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age23
34-4552

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(20)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0.3kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Youngersister(17)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onAug．30
0.3kmfromepicenter

(Youngersister[1])
SIiewasattheFirstArmyHospital,butnotrceofherwaseverfOund. Every

day,wewereobsessedbytheideathatshemustbeSOmewheresllfferinganqwaiting
fOrustocome・WeevenlookedamongthecolpsesfOrher,butfOundnoclueofher
whereabouts.

(Youngersister[2])
SIiewasatDobashiwiththehousedestroyingtroops,whenthebombwas

dropped. Injuredonthehead,shebecameunconsciou3.Mens｡epameto2sheiOund
herselfsulToundedbyfire・ ShemanagedtogettotheShiratoriAreaandgothome
onAugust9・ Herhairhadfallenoffandhernosewasbleeding.OnAugust30she
vomiteliwhatlookedlikealumpofflesh,andthenshediedinagony.

My20-year-oldsisterhadabrightfUtureasanurseatmeRedCrossHospital.
Icanneverstopwishmgshewerealivenow.

Thoughmyothersisterwasabletogethomeanddiedthere,shehad"hacrlle!
death． "Killme! Kmme! Itpainsme! Itpainsme!'' shegroanedandthusended

● ●

herseventeen-year-oldlife.

Withtwoyoungerdaughfrstakenawayfromher,MotllerseemeqtobeconlelO
yearsolderthanshereallywas・ Shediedinl950･ Icannothelpresentingeverything.

Hiroshima,1.OIKmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age27
35-0077

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldersister(34)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
1．5kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Seconddaughter(2)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.30
1．5kmfromepicenter

3)Niece(3)-DiedofseriousburnsonSept､30
1.5kmfromepicenter

(Seconddaughter)
Though~myfacewasswonenandIlootedjike.agargpyle,

damaged,~and~Icouldhearmy two-year-olddaughterasking
myearswerenot
fOrwater saying,
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!'Boo-chan,Boo-chan''(meaningwater). Theskinhadcomeoffherhead,andshe
wouldnoteatanything・ Ashertemperaturebecamehigherandhigher・ Shecraved
fOrwater・ Shewasgettingthinnereveryday・Asshewaswoundedalloverherhead,
wecouldnotlayherdoWn,somyhusbandheldher. Shewassometimesawakeand
sometimesasleepandshefinallydiedinpaininhisanns.

Thevictimsoftheatomicairraidhaveallgonethroughahellonearth. Those

whohadsomebodytohelpthemwereabletogetsomemedicaltreamentandsurvive.
Butthosewhodidn'thaveanybodytosupportandencouragethem,diedeventhough
theirinjurieswerenotfatal.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age34
34-7162

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(29)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.30
0．7kmfromgroundzero

(Youngersister)
Mysisterdied,sayingrepeatedlythatshedidnotwanttogototheclematorium.

AfewdaysbefOreshedied, shestartedvomimgsomethinglookinglikealumpof
flesh・Wecouldnotbeartoseeherinsuchagony・ ItwassopitifUl. Herwillwas
datedAugustl9, sofromthattimeshemusthavebeenpreparingherselffOrdeath.

BefOreshedied,sheimploledusnottogetdisheartenedatherdeathbuttolive
inspiteofthecominghardships,asshewouldguardusfromheaven・ Sheaskedus
manytimestolookafterFather.

Ourwholefamilyhadbeenverygladwhenshereturnedhomewithoutanyburns
orinjury. SheherselfmusthavethoughtsheWouldrecoversoon. TheLeaderofthe
neighborhoodcametousontheeveningofAug. 14, Heaskedmysistertohelp
nursethehibakushaatSeidenjiT℃mplethenextday(Aug. 15).Althoughshesaidshe
hadpainsinherstomach, theorderfromthesuperiorwasunderstandableandnobody
couldobject. So,onAug. 15shelefthomeat8a.m.fOrSeidenjiandreturnedat5
p．、．

Weshouldnothavelethergothatdaybutshouldhavelookedafterherinstead.
Istillregetit. JustrememberingthattimeandmysisCritbreaksmyheart. Ido
notwanttothinkaboutit.

Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,15yearsold
34-5021

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(13)-KilledbythebombonAug､6
0．6kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund
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2)Eldersister(19)-Diedofseriousburnsandatomicdisease
onAu9．31
0．6kmfromhypocenter

(Eldersister)

AffecCdbythebomb, shereturnedasfarasOshiba3-chomearound9am.,
throughaseaofflames,alongtheoutskirtsofthemountains. Shebecameweakerday
bydayandwasnolongerabletogooutsideb Shebledfromthegumsandherskin
wascoveredwithpurplespots. Herhairbegantofallout. ShewasfUnyconscious
justbefOreherdeath; shediedworryingabouttherestofthefamily.

(Youngerbrother)
Abigstonefellonmm,andhediedunderit・ Thepartofhisbodythatescaped

crushmgwastotallyburned.

Hiroshima,1．5kmhomgroundzero,Male,19yearsold
34-5196

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(41)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1.0kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

2)Youngersister(16)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.23
1.0kmfromhypocenter

3)Father(47)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.31
1．Okmfromhypocenter

Allthe伽nilywerehitbythebombatourhouseinHacchobori.

(Mother)

Threedaysafterthebombmg,herdeadbodywasfOund, theupperpartofit
badlybumed.

(FatherandYoungersister)
Neitherofthemhadanyburnsorinjuriesontheoutsideandtheylookedlike

ordinaryhealthypeople. Onlytheircheeksweredirtyasiftheywerepaintedw汕
somesoot・About妃ndaysbefOretheydied,theirgumsstartedbleedingandtheirhair
begantofallout.Whentheydiedhardlyanyhairwasleft・ Theycouldnotstayin
bedbecauseoftheagonyandsometimestheysuddenlywokeup. Theydied,talking
deliriously.

Iwasl9whenthebombhitourfamily.Ilostmyparentsandayoungersister
andallourpropertyinsuchashorttime. IcannotfOrgetthesorrowlexperienced
becauselhadtoholdthreefUneralsduringonemonth.

IfthebombhadnothitHiroshima,ourfamilycouldhavehadabetterlife.
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Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel5
34-1029

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(43)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.31
1．7kmfromepicenter

(Father)

Rightafterthebombingheleturnedhome・ Hisfacewasreddishblack,andhe
hadcutsbybrokenglassintwoplacesonhishead. Heseemedallrightbutrather
weak. Asthedayspassed,hishairbegantocomeoutandhenolongercouldleave
thebed・ HestartedsufferingfromahighfeverandconstantlyaskedfOrwater・ He
sufferedimmenselyuntilthelastmoment・ HewomedalotabouthisfamilybefOre
hisdeath,andbefOrehedied,heaskedmetolookafterhisfamily.

Whenfirsthereturnedhewasverypleasedthathewasluckytoescapedeath.
Wedidnotknowthatwehadbeenhitbysuchatemblebomb・ Afterabriefsense
ofreliefandjoy,hisconditionbecameworseandworsedaybyday. Eventhedoctor
didnotknowwhattreatmenttopresc面beforbombpatients. Neithermyselfnormy
familycoulddoanythingbutcoolhisfeveronhisheadandchest・Weusedtowels
wetwithcoldwarrweobtainedfromourneighbors. Heatelessandless,andonly
askedfOrwafrbecauseofhishighfever・ Iregethediedandthatwecoulddo
nothingfOrhim.

Whenhedied,wefOundhisbackwasburnedblackfromtheheat.

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age30
34-5854

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(34)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAu9.31
1.2kmfromhypocenter

(Husband)

Atthedmeofthebombing,hewasasoldier. Affectedbythebombhewas
takentoNobori-choElementarySchool. InaweekheIeturnedhomeandleamedthat
thewarhadended.

HethenwenttothebaITackstocarryouttheArmy'swarsuppliesandtakecare
ofthefamiliesthatwereleft・ Thenhishairbegantofalloutandspotsstartedto
appear・ TheArmydoctoradvisedhimtoreturnhome・ Assoonashecameback,he

wasbed-Iiddenandhesuffeledfromhighfever. Hevomitedandanunimaginably
largevolumeofliquid・ HediedaftersufferingseverelyfOr9days・ Hereceivedno
medicaltreatment.
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IV・DeathsbytheEndofl舛S

Hiroshima,1.5kmfromgroundzero,Male,Age39
34-1709

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(63)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．1kmfiPomhypocenter
NeverfOund

2)Eldestdaughter(17)-KilledbythebombonAug. 10
1．5kmfromhypocenfr

3)Wife(47)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept､2
1．5kmhomhypocenCr

(Eldestdaughter)
Shewasamobilizedsmdentworkingat themain(post)officeofUjina. She

wenttowolkinthemormngandrightaffrshelefthome,thebombstruck・ Shewas
takentothedormitoryofGionGirl'sHigh-schoolwheletheteacherstookcareof
her,butshediedonAug、 10.

(Wife)

MywifewashitbythebombatH伽se-Kitamachi. Shewasinabuildingsowas
notburneddilectly,butshesufferedfromradiationanddiedonSept.2. Herwhole
bodywascoveledwith肥d-patterns,andshesufferedfromaswollenbelly・ Shehad
paininherthroat・ Evenifshetookwa肥r,shecouldn'tswallowandthewatercame
outthroughhernose. ItwassopitifUl.

(Father)

Myfatherwassixtyfiveyearsold,andonAug、6waskinedbythebomb・ He
wascmshedunderthebuildingatSaikuchqjimaHospital.Wecouldnotrecoverhis
bodyorbones・ MymotherwenttoHiroshimaonAug、9tolookfOrmyfatherand
wasexposedtotheradiation・ ShereceivedaHibakushahealthbookanddiedonJune
l， 1966.

IcanneverfOrgetthatJapanwasthefirstcountrywheretheatomicbombswere
dropped,onHirosh伽aandNagasaki・ Ifeelverysony,notonlyfOrthedeathof
publicwoIkers,butalsofOrtheordinarycitizensofHiroshnaandNagasaki,especially
thoselittlechildrenandmmycivilianswhowerekilledundermefallenbuildings.

I伽nktheNakasonegovernmentisplannmgtoexpanditsdefensebudgetafter
talksM曲PresidentReagan, IeadyfOranemergency・ Ifeelitisawasteofourtax･
money・ IdohopeheandhisgovernmentwiUthinkaboutitalittlemoreseriously
becausesomanypeoplewerekinedbythebombs・ AIsoIfeelverysolTyfOrthe
orphanswhoweredesertedonmainlandChinarightafterthewar.
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Hiroshima,3．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,21yearsold
34-6094

Familymemberwhodied

1)Brother-in-law(31)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept､2
0．5kmfromhypocenter

(Brother-in-law)
HewashitbythebombinthecomdoronthesecondflooroftheSecondAnny

Battalion. Althoughtherewerenoouterinjuries,hecouldnotmoveandwastaken
totheFutabaarea.Webroughthimhome.

InafewdaystheSecondAnnyBattalionwasdismissedandhewastakencare
ofathome(hisplaceofrefilge). Hishairbegantofallout,andpurplespotsonhis
bodyincreaseddaybyday・ Hethenstartedvomitingblood. Hewasnolongerable
toeat・Weheardgrapeswouldhealhim, solwalkedasfarasNihotobuygrapes
manytimes,buttheydidnotimprovehisconditionatall・ HediedonSept、2.

Atthattime,wedidnotknowaboutatomicdiseases.Weweresonythatwedid

notknowanythmgabouthowtoeasehissuffering. Helefthiswife(mysister)and
adaughter(2yearsold). Iwasverysorrytoseethattheirlivesbecamesomiserable
afterhisdeath.

HiroshimaEnteredthecityafierthebomb,Female,Age28
34-1236

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(34)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.3
0.5kmfromhypocenter

(Husband)

Fourdaysafterhewashitbythebomb,hereturnedhomebytrain・ Hehadno
apparentinjuries,andalthoughmanypeopledied,heboastedsaying, ''IamOK. Iam
perfectlyhealthy."Whenthebombcamehewasunderabuildingandhehurthisleft
fOot・ Itbegantotormrehim. Hehadanoperationatanear-byhospital・ Noblood
wasshedandhesmelledstronglylikeadeadbody・ Thenhishairbegantocomeout
andhelosthiseye-sight; 10daysaftertheoperationhedied.

Ifthemedical treatmenthadbeenasgoodas itistodayhemighthavebeen
saved・ Istinregretitbecauseitwassuchasuddendeath.

Hiroshima,3.0kmfromgroundzero,Female,24yearsold
34-7254

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(29)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onAug.25
1．0kmfromhypocenter
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2)Eldestson(1)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onSept､4
2.1kmfromhypocenter

(Husband)

HewasbombedwhileinthesecondArmyBattalion・ Hewasseriouslyinjured
bybrokenglass.Wedidnotknowaboutatomicdiseases・Weweresonythatwedid
notknowanythingaboutculingoreasinghissuffering・ Thosewhohadhousesinthe
outskirtsofHiroshima,orthosewhohadplentyoffOod,orthosewhohadonlylight
bums, seemedtohaveoudivedthesufferingshomthebomb・ Inthecaseofmy
family,ifwecouldhavehadgoodmedicalcareandenoughfOod, thenpossiblyme
oneyearoldboymighthavesurvived・ IfeellikeIlefthimalone,andhavethought
ofhimoverandoveragain.

ThosewhosurvivedrightaffrthebombinghaCdthewarandthebomb.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age47
13-12-100

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(48)一ⅨedofatomicdiseaseonSept.2
1．0kmfifomhypocenter

2)Mother(68)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonSept.4
1.5kmfromhypocenter

(Husband)

At2p.m・onSept､2,hediedafterhavingsufferedverymuch・ SinceAu9．27,
hehadbeencomplainingofpainsinhisthroatduetoacold,andhealsohadfever
asmghas39､5degeesC. HecouldnoteatanythingashechokedonthefOod.
Rightafterthebombing,hishairbegantocomeout,hisgumsswened,andhelosthis
facialexpression・ IwasalitdewolTiedaboutwhatwaswrongwithhim・ Buthe
seemedOKandhewentouttolookfOrlostrelatives,anuncleandanaunt・ Inever
dreamedthathewoulddie.

Ididnotknowwhatmedicinetogivehimsolmadeaconcoctionofherbs
(dokudami-Hou伽yniacordata)andgavehimtealeavestotakedry・ Hisdeathwas
sosuddenthatDr.Mshishitaintheneighborhoodwaseventoolatetohelp・ His
deathmaskwasverywhiteandbeautifUl. Helookedlikeawaxfigure.

(Mother)

MyparentshadgonetochecktheirrentedhousemHigashi-Kannon-machiand
werecaughtunderthehouseandinjured・ TheyweretakentoItsukaichi, andwe
fOundthemandbroughtthemhome.Mymotherwasinjuredonbothheadandbody,
andonSept､4shediedquietly,aftermyhusband'sdeath.

Icrematedbothmyhusbandandmymotherintheparknearby・ Itwassosad
anddistressing.

WefOund thatmyparentswereat ltsukaicmcampfromthebulletmat
Kamiya-choonAug.20. Ifwehadbeenabletobringthemhomeearlier,wecould
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havetreatedtheirwoundsbetterandshemightnothavedied. Istillfeelsonyabout
that.

However, thmkingoverthehardshipsweexperiencedaftertheendofthewar,
IcannottenwhetheritisbetterfOrhertohavediedatthattime,ortohavelived

longafterthewar.

Hiroshima,3.OIKmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel3
34-6281

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldersister(17)-KilledbythebombonAug､6
0．4kmfromhypocenter
Ashesremained

2)Youngersister(4)一CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
1．1kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

3)Youngersister(2)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1．1kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

4)Father(45)一DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.5
1．1kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Afterbeingbombed,heoftencomplainedthathefeltcold・ Wetookoutthe

kotatsu(JapanesefOotwanner).Redspotsstartedtoappearonhimandhishairbegan
tocomeout・ Firstwethoughthehadcaughtacold,buthisconditionbecameworse
andworse. Hetalkedasifindeliriumandsaidmeaninglessthings・ After3or4
daysinbedhedied. Itwassosudden.

Intheneighborhood, therewerepeoplewhoalsodiedinasimilarway・ Iwas
onlyl3yearsold,soldonotlememberthedetanswell.

(Sisters)

Isawthemwhenonlytheirbonesweleleft.

Howlwishmyfatherwerealive!Agreatnumberofpeopleintheneighborhood
diedoneafteranother,anddeathnolongershockedme. Inasense, Iwasimmune
tothefeelingofdeath・Mycousincommentedthatldidnotweepovermyfamily's
death， Irememberhowdisastrouseverythingwasaroundme,butnowadaysIcanno
longerimaginethosethings.

Whenmyfatherwasinaseriouscondidon,hisyoungerbrotherboughthim5or
6capsulesofveryexpensiveglucose.Wedidn'tevenknowthecauseofhisdeath.
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Hiroshima,3.OIKmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel4
34-58716

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(inhis50s)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．5kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

2)EldersisCr(17)-DiedonAug､6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．6-0.7kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

3)Mother(50)-DiedonAug.6.Causeofdeath-unknown.
1．Okmfromhypocenter

4)Eldersisn(18)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.6
0．5kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Hewaslost. HelefthomeinUjinaat8a.m. inatruck, soIthinkhewas
aroundKamiya-chowhenthebombfell.

(Mother)

DiedonAug､6. IhnkshewasaroundZakoba(loca[datthebackoftheCity
Hall)doingvolunferwork.WewereabletofindherattheRedCrossonAug.7.
Whenwesawher,shewasconsciousandhadnoburns,butherrightannwasbroken.
Webroughtherbacktoourhouseonalargecart.

ShediedearlyinthemomingofAug.8． Ihnkshesufferedagreatdeal・ I
remembersherepeardlyaskedfOrwa[runtilshedied・Nocoffinwasavailable,so
weusedoneofthedrawersofthechestasacoffinandcrematedherbody・ Icannot
Iememberwhetheritwasmorning,noon,ornightwhenwecrematedher.

(Eldersister)

ShewasworkingmthebasementoftheNakaTelephoneOffice,sosheescaped
deathbythebomb,butdiedonSept、6． Idon'trememberwhotoldus,but20days
afterthebombmgweleamedshewasintheelementaryschoolinOhnoura・Myelder
brotherbroughtherback. Shewasnotinjurednorhadanyapparentburns,butl伽nk
shemusthavebeenexposedtotheradiation・ Shewasconscious,andaftershesaw
her伽my,sheseemedveryrelievedbutsoonbecameweaker.

ShewanrdmhavegrapesbefOreshedied,soIwenttoDaishubybicycle,but
couldnotbuyanybecauseallweresoldout,oroutofseason,orwhatever. Istin
regretthatlcouldnotgetthemfOrher・ Idon'trememberwhetheritwasrightafter
thatday,orthenextday, thatshedied・ Shethrewupbloodfromhermouthand
nose・ Diditlastmo正thanaday？ Ido､，tremember山ate肋er・ Shemusthave
sufferedsomuch.

(Eldersister)

OnAug、6,shewasworkingattheNihonDispatchCompany. Shewasnever
fOund.
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Iftherehadnotbeenawar,Iwouldn'thavelostmyfamily.

HiroShima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age25
35-0170

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(27)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onSept、6
0.35kmfromhypocenter

(Husband)
Lossofhair,feverandbleedingcontinued・WhenthebleedingStopped,hisbody

smenedlikerottenmeatandhediedinagonyw汕曲espotsonthewholebody.His
consciousnesswasclearathisdeath・

ItisunbearablefOrmetothinkofhisfeelingathisdeath･ Itwastoocruelto

justwaitfOrhisdeathwithclearconscioUSness,suffermgfromrotdngbodytowhich
notreapnentwasapplied・ ThoughonemonthpassedafterthebOmb,hehadnot
recovered・ Iregretthatwehadreturnedtoarural townofYamaguchiPrefecture
whereenoughtreatmentwasnotavailable・ IthinkifwehadremainedinHiroshima,
therewouldhavebeensomewaytocurehim.

Hiroshima,2．0kmhomgroundzero,Male,Agel4
27-0049

Familymemberwhodied

1)Brother-in-law(0)-DiedtoatomicdiseaseinSeptember.
2．7kmfromhypocenter

(Brother-in-law)

AmonthafterA-bombing,hestartedtotakelessmilkandbecamethinnerday
byday.Wecouldn'tseehimbecauseitwastoopitiful.Hebecametooweaktotake
milkathislast,anddied.

Ican'tfOrgetthattheA-bombdeprivedtheinnocentinfantofhislife.

Hiroshima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,AgelO
27-0215

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(36)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiseaseonSept.7
0．3kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

HewasworkingatFukokuLifeInsuranceCompanyBuildingclosetothe
hypocenCr・ Iheardthatheescapedgettingburntbecausehewasinsidethebuilding,
buthisheadwasseriouslyhurt・ HesaidhetookayounggirltoarefUgeonhisway
toKoi-machi・Hetookrestafterhereturnedhome. Twoweekslater, therebeganto
appearpurplespotsonhisbodyandthenhishairfellout・ HediedjustonemOnth
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afterthebombing.

IguesshereglBttedindeedthathewasdemivedofhislifemhisprime(atthe
ageof36)． Ioumvemyfather. IftheA-bombhadnotbeendroppedMdifhelived
now,I'msurelwouldhavelivedanentil℃lydifferentlife.

Hiroshima,1.5kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age6
32-0066

familymemberswhodied

1)EldersisCr(11)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.6
Distancehomhypocenfr-notknown.

2)Mother(43)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.31
DistancefifomhypocenCr-notknown.

3)Eldersisn(8)－ⅨedofatomicdiseaseonSept.3
Distancefromhypocenter-notknown.

4)EldersisCr(14)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.8
DistancefrOmhypocenr-notknown.

Myfatherdiedinl942.Ihadasrpfather.Hewentto町inafmhisworkon
themommgofAugust6th. Hetookcameofmewell. Asmystepfatheralsodied
whenlwasllyearsold,Iwastakkentomyrelative'shouse・Untilthenlhadseen
adoctoratABCCinHiroshima,butsincelcamehere, Ihavemyhealthexammed
at thedismcthealthcenter. Whensomethingwrongis fOundbythethorough
examination,Igotoabighospital.

H伽shimawasA-bombedwhenIwasonly6yearsold. Iwastooyoungto
rememberallthethmgsclearly,butinthatmomingmysisfrwenttoaschoolfOr
laborseIviceanddiedthere.Thenlwasleftaloneandgrewupwithothers・Nothmg
issomiserableandhamdaS"tohavenopanents.

Iwishedmanytimesmyparentswerealive． Ican'twriteevenJapanese
completelyatthisage. Ifmymotherhadbeenalivelcouldhavegonetoschool.
I'mreallyregretfillfOrthat.

Hiroshima,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34-7114

Deadamilymember

1)Eldersisfr(18)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.8
0．7kmfromhypocenter

(Eldersister)

ShewasallrightduringAugust. ShebegantomnahighfeveronSeptember
1,andhernosewasbleedmg(afilllwashbowlofblood).Manyspots(likegrapes)
appeaxedonherbodyandherhairfellout.Atthattimelsleptwithherinthesame
room・ Bemgdeliriousbecauseofhighfever,sheoftenpickedupthefUtonandcried
''Let'sescapefromKoimountain!Let'sescape!'' Icouldn'tbeartoseeher.

‐ 110‐



Beingconfinedtobed,Icouldn'tattendherfUneral・ Shewaspoorindeedto
havetodieinsuchwayattheageofl9.

HiroShima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel7
12-0174

Familymemberswhodied

1)Grandmother(Age-unknown)-DiedonAug､6
Causeofdeath-notknown.

Distancefromhypocen妃r-notknown.
NeverfOund

2)Father(Age-unknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.9
Distancefromhypocenter-notknown.

3)Mother(Age-unknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept. 10
Distancefromhypocenter-notknown.

(Grandmother)
HerremamsandasheshavenotbeenfOund.

(Father)

HefendownfromanemiaearlyinSeptember,andsincethenhehadbeensick
inbed・ HewasgivenbloodtransfUsioneveryday・ Hediedofheartfailureon
September9.

(Mother)

EarlyinSeptemberthebleedingdidn'tstopwhenshegothurt.Acoupleofdays
afterthat,shebecameunabletogetup・Aboutthreedayslater,herbody,eveninside
hermouth,werecoveredwithlotsofpurplespots. Andshebecamenotabletoeat
anythmg,andlessclearherspeechbecame・ InspiteofalotofbloodtransfUsionshe
diedonthelOth.

Wedidn'tknowhowtotreather,andevenadoctordidn'tseemtoknowwhat

heshoulddo・ IregrettedthatlsurvivedandIwasveryanxiousaboutmylifeinthe
filture. Iwasalsowomedabouthowlwouldbeabletokeepmy伽nily'sgraveall
alone・ Istimwishmyfamilywerealive. Iameagertogetbackallllost・Waris
hatefUlinanycaseandunderanypretext.Wehavetotellthetragedyofwartothe
fUmxegenerations.

Hiroshima,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel5
34.7217

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(34)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept、 11
1．2kmfromhypocenter

(Mother)

Shedidn'tgethurtbutsuddenlyspotsappearedonherbody.Withhighfever
shedidn'tacceptanythingtoeat. ItriedtofOrcehertoeatsomethingthroughher
mouth,butwaterandfOodwereleakedthroughhernose・ She,whohadbeenwell
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unmthen,wasinmortalagonyduringl2days・ButherconsciousnesswascleⅢ． She
entreatedmyuncleandaunttotakecareofmebefOreshediedacoupleofhours
later.

Iwastakingcareofmymomer'seldersisCrwhosufferedseriousbums.My
motherwascaughtintheA-bombingatTenmaFchoStation. Asshewasamght,she
tookcareofmanywoundedpeople. TwoweekslafrshefellintoacuteA-bomb
diseaseanddiedahanddeath.

Aneighbor'shusbandbecamelikemymother,andhiswifestoppedhimwhen
heatCmptedtocommitsuicidebycuttinghis伽oatwitharazor・ Buthedied
immediatelyaffrthat.

Theydiedtoocruelly. Ihadnowaytohelpthem.Therewerenomeanstocure
theirskmcharrmedbyradioactivityoftheA-bomb． Ican'tfOrgetthepainfulCriesof
ajumorhighschoolfriendofmyyoungerbrother. Hegotallhisbackbumedand
Icouldn'tIecognizehnexcepthismothernursmghim.

ThemakesmftroomwasananimalhutinUjinaPrimarySchool.Manywounded

peoplewerelymgaroundthehut.

Hiroshima,1．5IKmfmmgroundzero,Male,Agel3
28-0065

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(63)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
0．5kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Grandfather(80)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.25
1．2kmfromepicenter

3)EldersisCr(34)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.4
0．5kmhomepicenter

4)Mother(52)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept､ 12
1．2kmfromepicenter

(Grandfather)
Hewasoldandhediedfrominternalbleedingcausedbyablowhegotonthe

chestwhenhewascmshedunder thehouse・ Helosthisartificial teethandhe
sufferedfromdiarrhea.

(Father)

Mytwoelderbrotherscrematedpartofhisbackwhichhadescapedthefileand
lxoughtitbackashisashes.

(Mother)
Shesurvivedomy3daysinbedandthendied.

andherbodywascoveredwinlspots.

Shelostherhair,hergumsbled
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(Eldersister)
ShediedinOkayamaPrefecturejustthewaymymotherdied.

Motherwasingoodhealth,butshefellsickanddied3dayslater・ Herdead
bodywasputinathinwoodenbox,aboutlOcmwideandaslongasmother'sheight.
Itwascrematedonpnedfirewood・ Anunrecifdasutra・ Icouldn'tholdbackmy
tearswhenshefinished.

Hiroshima,2.OIKmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Agell
28-0330

1)Mother(51)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug. 14
1．0kmfromepicenter

2)Father(60)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept. 18
3.0kmfromepicenter

(Father)

Hewasstayingatthehousewheremymotherhadbeenbroughtup・ Iheardthat
afterAugust6,hehadwalkedaroundOte-machi,nearthehypocenter, lookingfOra
placewhelemotherandlwerestaying. HefearedfOrthesafetyofhisfriendswho
werelivmginsidethecity・ Thenhebecamesickinbedanddiedsuddenlyonthe
mormngofSeptemberl8,1945.

(Mother)
Atthetimeofthebombing,shewasoutnearTakanohashidoingevacuationwork

withtheheadoftheneighborhoodassociationandothers・ Shecamehomewithher
wholebodyseriouslyburned. TheaccommodationwasmovedfromtheMonopoly
bureautoldeshio-cho. Iwaswithher・ Ibelieveshesufferedverymuchbecauseshe
hadblistersalloverherbody.

Beingaprimaryschoolgirlatthattime,Icouldnotdoanythingformyparents.
Imyselfhadabumonmyface・Myfacewasswollenandlcouldnotsee・ Ilost
mysightjustwhenlsawmymothercoolingmyfacewithice. Shedidnotlooklike
herfOnnerself・Whenlrecoveredmysight, shewasdead・ IcannotfOrgetfOras
longasllive,howtemblewasthewayshedied・ Becauseitwasduringthewar, it
wasmysorrowthatlcouldnotgiveherafUneralserviceaswedonow.

Indeed,Icannothelpcryingout ''Givemyfatherandmotherbacktome!''

Hiroshima,3．OIKmfmmgroundzero,Male,Agel4
37-0043

1)Mother(31)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1．Okmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Youngersister(3)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､ 31
0.8kmfromepicenter

3)Father(43)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept. 10
1．Okmfromepicenter
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4)Youngerbrother(12)-Diedofseriousinjuries,burnsand
atomicdiseaseonSept、 19
0.8kmfromepicenfr

(Father)

Apieceoffleshcameoutofhisthroatandhevomitedblood・Twodayslater,
suddenlyhisthroatgotswollen,andhediedquickly.

(Mother)
Shewascnlshedunderthehousethatwasflatrnedbytheblast・ Fathermed

desperatelytorescueher,buthehadtogiveupbecausethefirewasspreadingmore
rapidlythanwehadexpecrd・ Shediedinthefire. OnthemomingofAugust7,I
fOundabumtbody, lookinglikeacarbonizedbody, inmerums・ LaCronmyfather
identifieditasmother.

(Youngerbromer)
Hegotseriousbumsontheleftsideofhisbody.Theaffectedpartfesに肥dand

maggotswerecrawlingonit・ Hehadbecomeweak・ Hewasskinandbones. Just
befOrehisdeath,hiseyeballspronded.WhenhediedhewanrdwaCr. Iwaswith
him・Hisheartdidnotstopbea伽g,evenafterhisbodybecamestiff. Finallyhedied
twohourslaCr.

(Youngersister)
ShesufferedfromaterriblestomachacheanddiarrheafOronewholedayand

mght・ Therewelealotofpurplespotsonherface・ Ihadapremonition. Shedied
allofasudden,wmlewewerenotlooking. IwasdumbfOundedathersuddendea曲．

IcrematedmybrotherandsisteronthebeachofUjina・ IcannotfOrgetthisfOr
therestofmynfe.

Inthecaseofmymother,itisregrettablethatshemayhavebeensavediflhad
gonehome.IcannotfOrgetherburnedbodyfOraslongasllive.

ThedaybefOremyfatherdied,Iwenttotheminstopickupsomefilewoodon
theadviceofthosearoundme. Iwasverysadevenifitwaswartime.

TwodaysbefOremybrotherdied,TyphoonMakurazakihitthewesternpartof
JaPan・ HepleadedwithmetotakehimbacktoTakamatsu, sayingthathewould
ratherdiethereifhehadtodie・ Butthedamagecausedbythetyphoonwassogreat

thatthetransportationfacilitieswereparalyzed. Hewasdisappomtedanddiedtwo
dayslater,feelmglonely.

Myyoungersisfrdiedattheageofthree・ Iwonderwhyshewasbornintothis
world, ifshehadtodieafterlivingonly伽eeyears. DayafterdayshetookrefUge
onmother'sback,andhadnofOod・ Ihaに曲ewarbecauseittookmyinnocentsister

away・ Whowindothetaskofgivingmebackmyparents, themost important
personstome.
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Hiroshima,1．5kmh､omgroundzero,Female,Ageunknown
33-0162

Familymemberswhodied

1)Brother-m-law(30)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 10
1．0kmfromepicenter

2)Sisn-in-law(34)-DiedofatomicdiseaseinAugust
1．5kmfromepicenter

3)Youngersister(Age-unknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseinSeprmber
1．5kmhomepicenter

OnthedaytheA-bombwasdropped,weallcriedoutloudwithjoy''tellingeach
other'' thateveryoneofushadsulvivedandwasalive・ Butthensuddenlyoneafter
anomerdied・ Iwasfrightenedandsad.Myheartswelledwithgrief lshuddered
withsadness・ Howcanlexplainittoyou？ Ido､'tthinkyoucanunderstandatall・
Backthenlwassoafraidthatlcouldnotspeaktoanyoneaboutit・ Ikeptsilent,
'ilockingitup"inmybosom・ HowpitifUl,howmiserable! IcanneverfOrgetit.

Hiroshima,1.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age21
34-7070

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(14)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

2)Youngersister(9)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

3)Youngerbrother(3)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAu9.6
0．9kmfromepicenter

4)Youngersister(6)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onAu9.26
0.9km廿omepicenter

5)Youngerbrother(12)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept. 11
0.9kmfromepicenter

6)Father(52)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct､ 1

0.9kmfromepicenter
(Father)

HewasexposedtotheA-bombinourhouseat7-chome,Ote-machi・ Thenhe

wentthroughgroundzerotothepostandtelegraphofficelookingfOrme・ Hewent
backandfOrthSearchingfOrhissecondandfourthsonandhisfOurthdaughter・ He
gotthinnerandthinner.OnthemorningofOctoberl,IfOundmyfathefdead;he
wassleepingbesideme(Iwasbetweenfatherandmother).

(Youngerbrother[1])

HPWasexposedtotheA-bombonthebridgeonthewaytoschoolthatmorning.
Iheardthathegotburntalloverhisbodyandnobodycouldrecognizehim・When
hemetMrs.Enami,hecalledher !iOba-san,Oba-sanm,butshecouIdnottellwhohe

was. HewastakencareofatMrs・Enami's,butdiedthatsameday・ Hisbodywas
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takentoanelementaryschoolmEnami,andcrematedthere・Wecouldnotfindthe
remainsofhisbones.

(Youngerbrother[5])
HewasexposedtotheA-bombinourhouseatOte-machi， Hehadnoextemal

injuries,butammorinhismouth.Heabnothing.Anhedidwasgargle;healways
carriedabottlewithh加unmhedied.Igavehimafig,butheatejustalittleofit
andthrewitupatonce.

(Youngersister[2])
Thatmomngshehelpedw肋mecooking. Shelefthomesayingtomother, ''I

peeledpotatoes,Mother. I'mgoingouttoplay!'' Shewasmissingandwecouldn't
evenhndherbones.

(Youngersister[4])
Shewascnlshedunderthehouse・ Ourparentspulledheroutwithgreat

diffiCulty,butshehadascarlOcmlongandsufferedfromtemblediarrhea. Shedied
onAugust26・ ItwassopitifUl.

(Youngerbrother[31)
Hewascmsheddownunderthehouse. ThoughhewascalUngfOrhismother,

saying''Ka-kan,Kakan'',ourparentscouldnotsavehim.

Thattimewashellonearth. PitifUl,pitifUl…Mymotherusedtosay, ''Idon't
wanttoseetheYankees'faces・ Theykilledmychildren''. ､

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel9
19-0033

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(18)-KinedbythebombonAug.6
0．5kmfromgoundzero
NeverfOund

2)Youngerbrother(2)-DiedofseriousburnsonOct.2
2．Okmfromepicenter

(Youngersister)
Onthemomingofthatday,onherwaytoofficemSakan-cho,nearthecenter

ofexplosion,shewasexposedtotheatomicbombing．Sheismissing.

(Youngerbmther)
Hewasexposedtotheatomicexplosionwithhismotheroutsidethehousem

Oshiba-cho,HirOshimaCity. HesufferedseverebumsanddiarrheaHiscondition
becameworseandhediedinOctober・Neighborscrematedhisbodyontheriver-bed
ofOtaRiver.

IthmkmyyoungersisnmusthavediedwithoutmuchsufferingbecauseShe
diedverynearthecenfrofexplosion. Asherbodywasn'tfOund,WeCOumn't
confirmherdeath. ThreeorfOurmonthslarr,wesmlhadahopesheshouldcome
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home廿omsomewhe肥．

Myyoungerbrotherwasareallylovely2-year-boy. Hegotthmnerandthinner,
andcouldnoteveneat.

Hebecamelikea

thoroughlydisappomfd.
fromdisappointment.

doll, tooweaktocry,whenhedied・ Myparentswere
MymotherwasencouragedbyneighborstolBcoverherself

HiroShima,3．Okmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Age26
34-0602

Deadfamilymember

1)Youngersister(19)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct.6
Enteredthecityafterthebomb

(Youngersister)

Myyoungersister,whodiedonOctober6,1945,enteredHiroshimaCity,looking
fOrme・ Itmighthaveexposedhertoradioactivity. Latershewastakentoanational
hospitalasasuspectedcaseoftyphoid.

Ahighfeverofunknowncausecontinued・ Doctorstold

typhoidfeverbut…(atthatt加etherewasnoepidemicraging
diedofthatfever.

usthatitcamehom

there.) Affrallshe

Inthehospitaltheleweren'tanymedicinesfOrsuchahighfever・ Thelewas
nothingwecoulddobutcoolherheadwithanicepillow. ItwasverypainfUlfOr
thosewhoattendedonher,incapabletodoanythingbutwaitfOrherdeath・ Ifitwere
now,shecouldgetmanygoodmedicines・ Howregrettableitis!

HiroShima,2．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Ageunknown
34-7069

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(Age-notknown)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1.0kmfromgroundzero
NeverfOund

2)Father(Age-notknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct. 10
1.5kmfromepicenter

(Father)

HeattendedonmeatTeishinHospital． Hegraduallylosthiseyesight,butl
couldn'tseeanythingmyselfbecauseofburns.Whenlwasabletoseehim,hewas
dead.

(Mother)

Inthemorningshesawmeoffcheerfully.Shewascrushedunderthefallenhouse
inHiratsuka戸choandburnttodeath.We'venevergotherashes.
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Myfatherdied,vomitingblood・ HisbodywascrematedattheyaldofTeishm
Hospital.Myclassmarsgavemedetailedleportsoftheprocessofthecremation:
''Nowhishandsarebunmg,hisfaceisbummg…thelastpartofhis-hisabdomen-
isbun血9.,’

WhileIwaslisteningtothemlfeltasifmyownbodywasbeingbumtby
inches・ Theseareveryhenishpangs・ Icannotrememberhimwithoutbeingmoved
totearsmsonow.

Icouldn'tbelievethatmotherwasdead, Iememberingthatshesawmeoffas
usualwhenllefthomefOrmobilizedwork・ IhadbeenwaitingfOrhercommgback.
Thesoundsofwindmademegooutofthedoor, lookingfOrmother・ Ihadhername
stayonthe伽nilyresisrrfOralongtime.

Hiroshima,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel3
34-6105

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(18)-Diedofseriousburnsandatomicdisease
onSept、 1
Distancefromepicenter-notknown.

2)Youngerbrother(9)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct. 10
WentfOrrescue

(Elderbrother)

AfterhecamehomeonAugustl2,1945,hehadnausea,diaIrhea,feverandloss
ofh血．

Atthattimewehadnomedicinestotreatthem,andIgavehimdecoc[dmedical
herbsandbroiledvipers. ObayashiNationalSchoolinAsa-gunwasusedthenasa
militaryhospital.WeweretoldthatthosewhoweleenlistedmightbetakentherefmP
Eeatment・ ThenwetookhimonalargehandcartonAug．20． Hewastreatedbyan
annysurgeonbutdiedonSeptemberl,1945.

FromaroundSepCmber5,allofmyfamiliesfellinthesameconditionofnausea,
dialTheaandfever,oneafteranother.

ThefOurthandyoungestbrother(9yearsoldthen)diedonOctoberlO, 1945,
sufferingfromnauseaandfever.

ThesymptomsoftheothermemberscontinuedtillaroundOctober29thatyear.

‐118－



Hiroshima,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel8
34-5816

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(50)-DiedofseriousmjuriesandburnsonOct､27
1.2kmfromgroundzero

(Father)

HehadnoneofhisfOnnerimage,hisfacecontorted,andblindedinoneeye.
Isupposethatbrokenpiecesofglassgotintohisheadanddamagedhisbrain. (He
wasexposedtotheA-bombinginfrontoftheexistingKanayamabranchofH加shima
Bank.)Lymgdownnexttohim,Iheardhimscreamoverandoveragaineverynight.
Smlnowlrememberthescleam. Iwastoldlaterthathedied,screamingtothelast
moment. (Atthattimelwastoosickinbedtomove.)

Becausesomanypeopleweresacrificed,thesurvivorsmusttaketheresponsibility
tolive.

Hiroshima,2．0kmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel6
34-1326

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(43)-DiedonAug.6
0．5kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Mother(38)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct.29

Enteredthecityafterthebomb
(Father)

WhileservinginthearmyfOrdefensecall-uponAugust6, hediedinthe
A-bombexplosion. Atthat timetheysaidhehadbeenlost,butafterawhilewe

receivedtheofficialleportthathehaddiedinwar． IwenttoShobaraCitytogethis
ashes.

(Mother)

Whenweheardourfatherhadbeenlost,motherandmyoldersisterwent to
Hiroshimatoseal℃hfOrhim(fromAugust9tol2),butcouldn'tfindhim. After
comingback, shehadslightanemiaandwaslaidup.

Abouttwomonthslater,onOctober29, shedied. BleedingfiFomtheanus, the
edgesoftheeyes,nostrilsandgums, shedied・ Thedoctortoldusthatsheseemed
tohaveasymptomoftyphoid, but inafterthought itmusthavebeenanacute
leukemia.

Idon'tknowhowtoexpressmyresentmentatwar・ Inthosedays,myyounger
sisterwasonlya2-year-oldbaby・ TherewerenogoodmedicinesfOrmymother's
cure.IregretthatlcoulddonothingfOrmymother.
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Hiroshima,1．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel9
35-0025

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(49)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.6
0.2kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Youngerbrother(13)-KinedbythebombonAug.7
0.8kmfromgroundzerO

3)Youngersister(17)-DiedofseriousinjuIiesonOct.29
1.5kmfromgoundzero

(Father)

Atthecenfroftheexplosion,hewasbumedblack, theveryopposirofwhat
helookedlikewhenalive.

(Youngerbrother)
WhileworkingatDobasmfOrbuildingdemolition,hewasA-bombedandbumed

overhiswholebody,anddiedthenextmomng.

(Youngersister)
ShewasathomeatthetimeoftheA-bombing・ Havingoverfiftypiecesof

brokenglasssmckalloverherbody,shesufferedfrompainanddiedonOctober29.

Bothfatherandyoungerbrothercheerfullylefthome,onlytomeettheirsudden
death.

Shehadpiecesofglassstuckintoherintestines,butwasnotgivensufficient
medicalueatment. Shediedofperitonitis.

IIegretthatmysisCr,whowasonlyajuniorhighschoolstudentatthattime,
wasnotgivenpropermedicaltreannent.

Hiroshima,1.5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel5
06-0009

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(13)-KilledbythebombonAug.6
1．Okmfromgroundzero
NeverfOund

2)Youngerbrother(5)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug. 17
2．Okmfromgroundzero

3)Youngerbrother(11)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.23
2．Okmfromgroundzero

4)Mother(48)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonNov.8
2.2kmfromgroundzero

(Youngersister)
Sheleftschoolmhelppundownbuildingsandwaslost.WelookedfOrher,but
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shewasneverfOund.

(Twobrothers)

TheywexeA-bombedwhentheystoodonthebank. Ontheupperfrontpartof
thebodytheyhadheavybums,withfleshcrushed,bonesbared,unbearablefOrusto
lookat・ Thoughsufferingfrompain, theygroaned, !IHeitai-san(Soldiers),Banzai
(Longlive)!'' indeliIiumoverandoveragain,anddied・ Theycouldeatnothing,the肥
wasnothingtoeat,either.

(Mother)

ShewasathomewhentheA-bombwasdropped・ Sincethenshecouldnolonger
standonherfeet． BlistersfOrmedalloverherbody, theskinrippedtoletoutbOdy
fluids･Withoutseeingadoctor, shedied.

Soybeanwasall thatwehadtofeedher・ Iwishlcouldhavegivenhera
mouthfUlofboiledrice・ Iwastheonlypersonthatwasn'tdisabled・Whatonearth
couldal6-year-oldgirldo？

MyyoungersisCrwaslost,buteventhoughlwantedtogolookingfmher, I
hadtotakecareofmymotherandtwoyoungerbrothersbymyself.

IregletthatitwastoolatewhenlwenttolookfOrher・AlldaylongIwalked
aroundlookingfOrheralloverthetown. ItwastoomuchtoputintowoIds.

Mytwoyoungerbrotherssufferedfromburns,butlwasatalosswhattodo.

I'vealwaysbeensonyfOrthem・ Iwishedlcouldhavedied,too・Manytimeslmed
tostranglgmyeelffeelingasifthebloodinthebrainwasbecomingasheavyasa
stone. Thethought thatmybed-Iiddenfatherwouldbe leftalonestoppedmy
attempts・ IhavebeenlivingintearsfOrthese40years,butlcouldnotspeakaboUt
whatlhavebeenthrough・ Atheartlamstill intearsnow, thoughlseemtobe
outwardlyhappy.

Hiroshima,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
34.1561

Familymemberswhodied

1)Sister-in-law(28)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
1．2kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Nephew(2)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.26
1.2kmfromgroundzero

3)Father(54)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonNov. 12

Enteredthecityafterthebomb
(Sister-in-law)

Siew4sathome_inKannon-machiat thetimeoftheA-bombing・ Shewas
cmshedunderapostofthecollapsedhouse・ HersonwasblOwnuptotheroof・ A
womanwhomvednearthehousesobbedoutwhatshesaw.
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Mysisterhadbeencmshedunderthepostandafil巳thatstartedatherfeet,
spreadrapidly,andshecriedfOrhelpoverandoveragain. Sheddingfars,thewoman
saidthatshecouldnotdoanythingtosaveher.

(Nephew)

Hewassolittle-a3-year-boywhohadhisbodyblownupontotheroofA
neighbomgwomantookhimfbrrefUgewithher・Afterhewasmovedtothecountry,
hesuddenlysufferedfromanA-bombdiseaseanddiedonSeptember26,crying
''WaCr,water.!，

(Father)

Housesofhisdaughter-m-law,grandchild,hisyoungersister'sfamily,hisolder
brother'sfamilyweredestroyedandburneddownbytheA-bomb・HeenfIedthecity
andstayedtherefOrtendaysorsotolookfOrtheirremains. Aftercomingback,he
sufferedhomacuteA-bombdiseasefOraboutthreemonthsanddiedonNovemberl2.

(Mayherestinpece!)

Hiroshima,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age6
27-0218

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(47)-DiedonNov.24. Causeofdeath-unknown.
1.5kmfromgroundzero

Iwasomyachildwhenmymotherdied・Irememberthatherdeathdidn'tmake
meverysad,notknowingwhatdeathmeans. Therealgriefcamelafr. The肥wem
manyhiendswhohadlosttheirparents・ Itoldmyselfthatlwashappierbecausel
hadafather・hfactmychildhoodwasratherbitCrfOrme.

Hiroshima,2．Okmn･omgroundzero,Female,Age20
07-0014

Familymemberswhodied

1)Nephew(1)-CnlshedandburnedtodeathonAug.6
2．0kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Father(63)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonDec. 15

2.0kmfromgroundzero
(Father)

MyfatherhadbeendoingbusinessinKagoshimaonalargescale. InJunel945
ourhousewasbumeddowninanairraidonthecity・ Inthosedaysmyfatherwas
sickmbedanddecidedtoevacuaCtohishometown,Hiroshima,withallmy伽nily
ofseven・ Aboutonemonthlater,wesufferedtheA-bombing. Father'scondition
becameworseandhewastreatedfOramonthat theschoolofacupunctureand
moxibustionmHiroshima.

WhenweleftKagoshimafOrHiroshima,wehadcamednospareclotheswimus.
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Asitgotcold,wewenttoKumamoto,countingonhelpfromanacquaintance, an
orangegrower,wholetusliveinalittlecottagehalfewayupthehill・ Therewasno
watersupply,nogas,noelecmcity,notatamiinit・ Itwasashabbyhutmadeoflogs,
andlettheseverecoldin.Myfather'sbodywasswollenandthepoisonofuremia
gotintothehead・ Hediedinamiserablecondition.

Thememoryofmyfather,whodiedinthecoldcottagelitbyasingleflickering
candle,fillsmyheartwithsorrowandregret. InKagoshimahelivedinabighouse
andmaffluence. Tothinkthathewasnotgivenwhathewantedtoeatanddied
undernodoctor'scare!

(Nephew)
Myoldersister'ssonwasalovelyboy・ Hewascrushedunderathree-stolied

buildingwithhismotheranddiedonthespot. Itseemedthatakindpersonhadtaken
himout. Hewaslaiddownontheroadsidejustlikeasleepingdoll,whenIfOund
him.

Mymotherhadlovedsomuchherfirst-borngrandchildthatshescrubbedhis
Wholebodyallday,callinghisnameeagerly,prayingtoGodwhileshewasfOlding
himinherbosom. Buthenevercametolifeagain. ThenextdaythescarsofblowS
begantoturnpurpleandbecameswollen・ OnthefOllowingdaytheputridsmellof
hisdeadbodybegantocomeout.

Ididn't letmysisterknowabouthisdeath・ Wethoughtwecouldgivehis
remainstoher,atleast・Withmymotherandyoungerbrother,Icrematedhisbody.
Whenlwaspickingupmsburntbonestoputthemintoalittlebox,tearscamefrom
myeyesfOrthefirsttime.

Ifhewerealivenow,hewouldbe42yearsoldandwouldbeagleatleassurance
tomysister,whohasbeenmvingaloneeversince・ whenlcometothinkofthis, I
feelsolTyfOrher.
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Onlyonemanwassaved
However, hewentmad
anddashedintoafire.

Painting: IMURA~Ibmeo,
age30 in l945.

I.Deathson1IThatDay'!(August9)

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafierthebomb,Male,Age22
11-0082

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(59)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
Remainsfound

2)Mother(57)-Sameasabove

3)Youngerbrother(17)-Sameasabove
(Youngerbrother)

Hewaskinedbytheblastandfounddead・ Hewaslymgfaceuponthestreet
befbretheUrakamiStation.

(Mother)

ShewasfOunddeadinacrouchingpositionwithbothherhandsonherface.
Shehadawoundabouthalf-an-inchlongonherforehead.

(Father)

After7daysofcontinuoussearchin9,he
Onlymsearcouldbeseenfifomtheground.
wasanexlremelytemblesight.

wasfinallyfOundlyingdeadmaditch.
Hisbodyhadaheadydecomposed、 1t
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Theabove isbasedonthe stmies tomm

ixother-in-lawandMr.xx,adisciPleofmyfathU.
remrnhomebPomthenavy.)

mebymyelder sister, elder
(Theytoldthemtomeonmy

IwasstationedatNagasakiCityfOrashorthOmecomingperiodfromthenaval
air-fOrceMihobase.

MyfatherhadbuiltahugehookPshpedbombshelteratmyparent'shousem
Zenza-machi,whichhehadmadeavailabletOthemembersofthe town-block

association. Myeldersisterandtwon"hewstomrefUgeinsidetheshelterand
survivedtheblast． Ourhouse,however,wascomlelBlyburneddown・ Sheheardof
ourparent'sdeathsandsearchedaroundfmtheirbodies.

Iaskedmyself：WhydidtheykiⅡsomanycivimans，non-m皿itarypersonnel？
Iamfilllofangerandlcanonlysaythattheyareogres, theAmericanpresident
Tmmanandotherswhousedthemassknngdevice,notonlyoncebuttwice.

NagasalKi,3．Okmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel9
12-0058

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father-in-law(46)-DiedofseriousmuriesandburnsonAug.9
1.4kmhomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Father-in-law)
Iheardavoiceofsomeonecallingforhelphearmyhouse・ Isawabadly

bumedbodylymgonitsback,andaslapproachedlfOunditwasmyfather-m-law.

OnthedayofAug. 9,onthewaytoTogitsu(wherehiscmdrenhadbeen
evacuated)throughUrakamiandMichmoo,myfather-in-lawdiedwmlebeingcaxried
attherearofthecar. AtTogitsu(Nishisonoki-gun),hisbodywascremafd.ms
boneswereburnedblack. Noboneswerewh並e.hdeepgriefbmyyoungersister,
IXotherandlcried,emlxacingoneanother.

Imightperhapshaverecovexedmysensesifllivedmthecountryside・ Icannot
tellwhetherlhadfOrgotfntofeelanygrieffOrlackofemotionorifldeliberarly
curbedmyemotionsbecauselhadseensomanydeadbodies.

Myfather-m-lawwasmthefactoryofMitsubismSfelCo.whenhewasstruck
bytheblast. Ithinkthatminisdesiretoseehischildxen,hecrossed(almostcrawling)
thehasaBridgeandreabhedhome,whereldiscoveredh伽．

WhenIpassedthroughthevicmityoftheUrakamiStation, Isawmanydead
soldierslyinginarow・ Ontheothersidemanycivilianshadbeenstruckdown． ’
rememberlsuddenlywonderedhowthosecivmanvictimswouldberemembered
becausesoldierswouldbeDeifiedattheYasukuniShrineaspersonskinedmaction.
Ilookbacknowandthememmiesreturn,ofwhenlwasa4thgradeelementary

schoolgirl,andthenanelderdaughterwhodependedonherparentsandlovedher
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brothersandsisters.

Nagasaki,3.0IKmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age20
13-19-036

Familymemberswhodied

1)EldersisCr(22)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug､9
0.8kmfromgroundzero

2)Aunt(67)-Sameasabove
(Eldersister)
Whenthe血raidwarmngsounded, thethrreeofusranintotheshelfrbuiltby

theneig肋倣hoodassociation,neartheSannoSMne・Whenthewamngwasraised,
Irodeonthecitystreetcartogotomyoffice・Mysisterisassumedtohavedied
msideourhousebecauseshewentbackhome.

Everydaylwalkedandsearchedeverywherebutlcouldnotfindmysister'sbody
ortheashes. SeveraldaysafCrAug.9,Iwenttothepolicesubstation(Ibmokucm
substation)tosubmittherecordofherdeathbutbecausetherewerenoashes,itcould
notbeaccepted・ AfCrseveraldays, theyaccepCdherrecordwithouttheashes.

Lateron,whenlrefelTedmthecopyofhercensus,thestaCddateofherdeath
wasAug、9, 1945.

IhnkthatthepeoplewhoseashescouldnotbefOundwerethoughttohavedied
homdirectsufferingattheepicenter.

(Aunt)Sameasabove.

OnAug、 1,bigbombexplodedrightinfrontofourhouse・ Ourhousewas
lxokenandalltheglasssmckmthetatamimatS・ Therewasnoplacetowalkm
sleep・ Sincethatdaylhadbeentakingdaysofffromthecompanytofixourhouse.
Onthemornmgofthe9th,myaunturgedmetogototheoffice. Becausemy
parentsdiedwhenlwasacmld,myaunthadbeenraisingmesmcelwasmthe
secondgradeoftheelementaryschool. MyaunthadneverscoldedmebefOre.
Lookingbackonitnow,Ithinkshewantedme,alivelycmld, tosurvive. Butnow
Iremainalone-havmgnofamilyandnorelatives・Mylifehasbeenrrriblylonely.

IIegret thatmyeldersisterdidn'tsmvivebecauseshewouldhavebeenmy
●

companlon.

IhavenoplacetoremrntoonNewYear'sholidaysandtheBonfestival.After
mychildrenwereborn,Ihadnofriendstosharethishappmesswith.

Iftheatomicbombhadnotbeendropped,Iwouldbehavinganormallifenow
inNagasaki.

Iregretfdmyhavmgbeentransferredhere.Whenlwasbroughtalongbymy
cousmfromNagasaki,IcriedoutloudlookingatthegafoftheSannoShrinefiPom
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thetrain・ Atthattime, thefirstga[oftheshrinewasat2-chome,Iwakawa-machi.
Icouldseeitverywenfromthewmdowofthetrain.

NagasalKi,1．5kmh･omgrOundzero,Male,Age39
13-20-012

Fammymemberswhodied

1)Wife(33)-Kinedbythebomb
0.4kmhomgoundzero
NeverfOund

2)Eldestdaughter(9)-CmshedandbmnedtodeathonAug.9
0．4kmfromhypocenrr
Ashesremained

3)Eldestson(7)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
Distancehomepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

4)Secondson(5)-DiedonAug､9.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
NeverfOum

(Wife)
Nocorpseorremains,whereaboutsunknown.

(Eldestdaughter)
Lowerhalfofherbodybumtblackandburiedunderthehouse.

(Eldestson)Nobodyorremains,whereaboutsunknown.

(Secondson)Sameasabove.

Atmeageof40,Isuddemylostmyentirefamily・Whenlwenttoworkmthe
mOn血9, theysawmeoffwithsmilingfacesatmyhouse. Suddenlyinmynddle
age,Ibecameallalone.Nowordscanexpressmysadnessandgrief.

Unmthefirstanniversaryoftheirdeathseverydaylputtheremainsofmyemest
daughtermfrontofmeandlaskedmyselfwhyhavelsurvived？Iwouldratherhave
notsuMved. Iwassolonely・ Ididnotlookatnewspapersormagazines・When
Iwentoutandsawotherchildren,younglikemine,Iwasfilledwithsadnessand
grief lwasoverwhehedtothepomtoffarsbythethoughtwhenandhowtokin
myself

Evennowlcannotmgetthosethings.
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NagasalKi,3.01Kmhomgroundzero,Male,Age39
13-20-106

Familymemberswhodied

1)Wife(32)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
Atgoundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Eldestson(7)-Sameasabove
3)Eldestdaughter(4)-Sameasabove
4)SeConddaughfr(2)-Sameasabove

Afterthebombblast, it tookme5hourstofmallyfmdmywayhome. I
immediatelygatheledthefOurdeadbodiesandputthemmmoneplace・ Theywere
scatteredtodifferentplaceswhentheydied.Myeldestsonandseconddaughterwere
bumedunder thehouseanddiedtogether. Becausethebodieshadbegunto
decomposeaffrthreedays,IgatheredthescatteredwoodandcrematedthefOur
bodies・ Buttheywerenotbumedentilelysothenextdaymsetupafireagainand
managedtocrematetheremains. SmceImyselfsufferedfrombumsonmyhandsand
couldnotmovethemfreely, theashesofmyfOurbelovedoneswerecollectedbymy
co-workerintheurnwhichwaskindlygivenmebyourcompany. Icampedatthe
placefmoneortwodays,butbecauseofthepainfromthebumsIsufferedand
bloodystools,Iwastakentohospital.

Theabovewashowithappened. Thereisnothmgmorethanthat・ Evennow,
everydaylpraybefOremyhomealtaradomedwiththeirphotosbutmychildlBndo
notgrow・ Theyremainastheywerealongtimeago. Ipreferitthatway･ Ifsuch
wasmyfatewhatelsecanlexpect.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel4
13-32-035

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldersister(25)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.9
0.1kmhomgroundzero
Ashesremained

2)Eldersister(20)-Sameasabove
3)Elderbrother(17)-Sameasabove

(Eldersisterandolderbrother)
Burnttodeathathomeandreducedtoashes.

(Secondeldersister)

Onthatdayhercompanywastransfelredfromtheshipyardtoaplacenearthe
cencroftheexplosion, soshesufferedfromthebombingafteralTivalatthenew
office・ Shewascrushedbythebuildmgandbmnedtoashes.

Myparents,twoyoungerbrothersandmygrandmothersurvived・ Thatevening,
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whenllookedmthedirectionofourhouse,itwasbmnmgcrmson-red，Whenmy
mothertoldmygrandmotherthatmyeldersistersandelderbrotherwerebun血g,my
grandmothersaidshewouldrathertaketheirplce･ Ifeltverysad.

Becausemysisrrsandelderbrotherpassedawayallofasudden,Ifeelli蛇曲ey
havegonesomewhereandjusthavenotcomebackyet.

NagasalKi,1．0kmfromgroundzero,Male,Age35
14-2025

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(67)-KilledbytilebombonAug､9
0.6kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOum.

2)Wife(33)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0．2kmhomhypocenpr
RemainsfOund

3)Eldestson(12)-KmedbythebombonAug､9
0.6kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

4)Thirdson(4)-Sameasabove
5)Thirddaughter(0)-CrushedandbumedmdeathonAug.9

0．2kmhomhypocenter
RemainsfOund

6)Mece(14)-Sameasabove

(Father,eldestsonandthirdson)
Theydiedonthemountainfromtheblast・ Theirhairwasburned. Theirheads

werebald・ Theirclotheswerealsobuntandblownaway・ Theywerenaked･ The
hontoftheirbodieswasbmntandswonenred. Theirbodieshadchangedcolmm

jetblackandwerecomple[lyswollen. Theirwoundshadburstopenandlarge
maggotswerebreedmgmthem.

(Wife, thirddaughCrandniece)
InsidethehOusetheywereburiedinmud. Idiscoveredthatthebodieswerehalf

bonesandhalfremains.

Arrriblethmgitistoming
nothing. Ihatewar・ Iwish

hhsworld, thereisnohngsoterribleaswar.
suchcmeldeathseventothelimechndrenwhoknew

theywerealive,evenifinjured.
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NagasalKi,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel8
17-0013

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(48)-CmshedandbumedtodethonAug.9
1.0kmfromgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Mother)
Ileft thehouseatabout9a.m. togotoMogifOrseabathmg. Onpassing

throughtheridgeofTagami,Isufferedfromtheatomicbombing. Fromthenon,my
lifechanged.Whenllookedatthevillagejustafnthebombing,itwasonfire. I
coumnotunderstandwhatwashappenmg. Ithought itwasterribleandheaded
towardsthehouse. Thehousewasalreadybumeddownandnothmgwasleft.

Mymotherwasburnttodeath・ Shewasjet-blackandcompletelyunrecognizable.
Ifshehadsufferedhomanordinarybomb,shemightstimbealive・ Ithoughtabout
itbutshewasbeyondhopebecauseitwasanatomicbomb・ Forsometme,mylife
waslikethatofachildwithoutahome.

ThepeoplewhodiedfromtheatomicbombWerelyinghereandthe肥．hthree
days theirbodiesbecameswonenandmfesCdwithmaggots. Abadsmenwas
hangingintheair. Itwastemble. Iwasamongthoselivmgbutlwishedlhaddied
withmymother.

Nagasaki,3．OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel4
22-0047

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisrr(18)-KnledbythebombonAug.9
0．5kmhomepicen[r
RemainsfOund

(Eldersister)
OuraddresswasNo. xx,Hamaguchi-machi, veryclosetothecenrrofthe

explosion.Thepreviousday,Ihadbeenstaymgatmyfriend'shouseatNagayo
Vinage・ Itseemsthatmysisterwasathomebecauseshehadheardanairraidalann
onherwaytothepostal-savmgbankatMshiyama-machi,andretumedthere. Shewas
notattheofficethatday・ Thenextdaywhenlwenttotheruinsofourhouseto
searchfOrmysister, IfOundherbodybumedblackontheground. Iclematedthe
bodythereandlxoughttheasheshomewithme.

Bothmyparentsdiedoneafrrtheotherinl944・ Sincethenmysisterandlhad
beenlivmgtogetheratouraunt'shouse,andmadealivingonverylittlemoneythat
ourauntcouldgetfromrentingthehouse・ IwaslookmgfOrwardtolivmgwithmy
siseraffrlgraduatedfromgirl'shighschool. Afrrthewar,myauntandcousms
wemtoOkayamawhe肥myfather'srelativeslived. Ifinallygraduatedfromthegirl's
mghschoolafrbeingtransferredhPomonerelativetoanother. IworkedfOrthe
KyushuElectricPowerCo.,butldidnothavemuchhopeinmylife. Iwishedtodie

‐ 133－



manytimes,andIwouldratherhavediedwithmysister.

Nagasaki,1．3IKmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Age31
22-0268

1)Eldestson(7)-BlastedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
1．3kmhomgroundzero
NeverfOund

2)Secondson(5)-Sameasabove

3)Thirdson(3)-BlasfdandbunedtodethonAug.9
1．3kmhomhypocenCr
RemainsfOmd

4)Emestdaughter(1)-Sameasabove

(Eldestsonandsecondson)

TheywmewakingfifteenorsⅨ妃enfeetbefOremewhentheblastofthe
explosionsnckthem. 1thinktheyweretorturedbybumsandinjuries.TheyaresU
nussmg.

(Thirdsonandeldestdaughter)
Theysuffmedhomtheexplosionwhentheywuewalkingwithme. Iwas

carryingmydaughfronmybackwhneholdmgthehandofmythirdson，Theydied
hPomsevereburnsandwerecompletelyunrecognizable.

Theirconditionwhentheydiedwasterrible． ’伽nkthatlcouldhavesuffered
thesamefar. Ifeelverysorrythatlwastheomysmvivormmyfamily,wheleas
bothmychildrendied. Ifthosechndrenwerealivetoday, theywouldbebetween
fOrtyandfOrty-seven. Iwanttocry, "Pleasegivemebackmylostchildlen"・ I
returnedfromNagasakitomybirthplace,xxcity,makingdesperateefforts, looking
likeabeggar. Thereisnowayoftenmgyouaboutmylifeofhardshipafrrthat.

Nagasaki,1．5kmfhoomgroundzero,Female,Agel2
23-0193

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(40)-CmshedandbmnedtodeathonAug.9
1.2kmfromgoundzero
RemainsfOund

(Mother)

Becausemymotherwasburiedunderthehouse,we(myelderandyounger
lxother)triedtogetheroutwiththehelpofasteelbarbutthefirespreadrapidlyand
wecoulddonotmng・Wethenevacuafdandwenttothebacksideofthehill.

Wecouldnotdoany伽ngfOrmymother・ Alllcoulddowassavemyself l
didnotknowwhenlmyselfwoulddie.Nowadaysm伽sageofsuchmosperity,I
cannothavechildren. Iamstilltormenrdbymymother-inglaw,becauselcannot
havecmdren． Shesaystomyhusband, !!Youcannothavechildrenbecauseyou
mar'･iedanA-bombsuffereri'.
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Nagasaki,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel7
23-0421

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(50)-CmshedandbunedtodeathonAug.9
0.5kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Youngersister(15)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAu9.9
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

3)Youngerbrother(12)-KinedbythebombonAug､9
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

4)Youngerbrother(10)-Sameasabove

(Youngersister)
ShesufferedtheA-bombingwhensheworkedasamobilizedstudent.

Wardrivesinnocentpeopletosuchtembledeaths・Whyweretheadultpeople
notabletomeventthewar？ IhatedourarmyandAmericabecauseIwassmryabout
thedeathsofmymotherandsisCrandbrothers.However,Ihaverecentlycometo
acceptmymother'sdeathasmevitablebecauseitwinhavesavedmorepeoplefrom
hlmredeathanddestruction， Inowtmnklshoulddomybesttoprotestagainstany
fUmrewar.

Nagasaki,3.0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel2
27-0404

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(54)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.9
1.0kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

(Father)

MyfatherhadbeenworkingmmeUmversityHospital・ Aftertwo-daywaiting
fOrhisretum,mygrandmotherandeldersisCrwentouttolookfOrhim.Theycould
notreachthehospitalbuthadtommbackhalfway. Onthe5thdayafterthe
bombingmymotherandeldersisterheardofhisdeathatadoctor'shome・ Hetold
themthatmyfatherandhisco-workershadbeenfleeingthisway倣曲at,andthe
postsofthebundingfelluponsomeofthemandtheywereburnttodeath・ My
mothermshedtotheplaceinthehospitalwher巳hehadfallendown, andfOund
everythmgbumtoutbutmsbagalittleawayfromthesite.Hissealwasinit,which
provedhisidentity.Shecouldmakeouthisbones,because5or6personshadbeen
burnedtodeathtogether・ Shecollectedsomeoftheashes.ThoughIwassmallthen,
Icouldomynaginetheiragonyintheflameofabummghell.

Myfatherwassogentleandlneversawhimangyatuscmldren・ Heprepared
mealsfOrusandplayedwithusonholidays. Ifhehadbeenathomeonthe9th,he
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wouldhavebeensafe.Afterhisdeathmymotherbecamem,andlwasofrnabsem
fromschooltotakkecareofhermmyjummhighschooldays.

HowoftenhaveIwishedthatmyfatherwerealive1 Hewouldbeagreat
support. Nowlremembermsfaceonlyvaguely,butneverfOrget thisloveand
tendemess.

Nagasaki,3．OkmfromgrOundzero,Female,Age39
28-0028

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(39)-KmedbythebombonAug.9
1.0kmhomepicenfr
RemainsfOund

(Husband)
HewasfOundwhonyburned,lyingfacedown・ Aslcouldn'ttouchh加directly,

IraisedmmupwithastickPartofmschinwasu曲Ⅲned・Whenlfmcedms
mouthopen,IfOundhiseyetoothcoveredwithsilver, andrealizedhewasmy
msband.

Withmyhusbandkilledbytheatomicbomb,Ihrdwarandtheatoncbomb
andweptawaywithnoideahowtoliveonwithmyfivecmdren,theeldestonlyl2
years.

NagasalKi,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age27
28-0301

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(41)-KmedbythebombonAug.9
Atgoundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Eldestdaughter(16)-Sameasabove

(Husbandandeldestdaughter)
Myhusbandandemestdaughter(adopted)werebothbetweenthehoUseS,sothey

hadnOseriousopeninjuries. Hisskinwasblurredwithbloodandshehadacutm
herlenarm.

Itwastoocruel,eventhoughlknewthatwehadtofacesomehardshiptowin.
Myhusbandhadledsmdem-workerstothefactoryandWassuperyismgthembymder
ofthegovernment・ IfeelverysorryfOrthoseyoungvictims,andonthe9thofevery
monthmyheadachesandmyheartisfUnoftears.

Ionlywishthattheyhadstoppedthewarearlier.
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NagasalKi,1．5kmfromgroundzero9Female,Agel6
29-0006

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(62)-SeriouslybumedtodeathonAug.9
0．6kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(48)-CmshedandbunedtodethonAug.9
0．6kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

(Fatherandmother)

MyfatherwasfOundcharredandlymgflatonthegroundwithhishandscovering
hisearsnearthewellinourbackyard.Mymotherwasalsoburntblackandthelower
partofherbodywasdecomposedandmixedwithsmallpiecesofcharredtatami
(straw)mat. Bothweresocompletelyscorchedblackthattherewasnothingtotrace
theirlivmgfigmes.

Itwasmhuman・ Theywerekilledsocmelly.

IwaswolkinginthefactorymUrakamiasastudentw町蛇r,andhadbmnsand

injuriesontherightarmandtherightsideofthebody・ BleedingfiPomtherightear,
temple,andtheneckwassoexcessivethatlwas takentolrabayashiElementary
School. Beingconfinedtobed, IcouldnotdoanythingfOrmyparents. Ifelt
ashamedbecauselwassmlalive・ OneweeklaCrlwenthomewalkingoncrutches,
andconectedtheashesofmydeadparems,whichlbroughtmasmallboxlikea
luncheonbox. Iwishlcouldhavefoundthemmuchearlier・ Ihaveofrnwondered

ifmeydiedwithoutgreatagony. Eventodaylsometimesdreamofmyparents
comingbacktome・ Getthemback,pleaSe!

Nagasaki,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel9
34-7193

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(47)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
Distancefromepicenfr-notknown
NeverfOund

(Mother)

I=lookedfOrhermtheairraidshelfrwithacandle,hOpmgthatshemighthave
beepthere. Itpeem.dthatpllthepeopleintheshelCrhadbeenkilledwhen~moving
tOtheexitatthereleaseoftheairraidwarmng,becausetheywereallclosetotlE
exitandbeingpiledoneuponanother･ Thedeadbodieswereswonenandnaked,as
theirsummerclotheshadbeensplitandtomaway・ Icouldnotmakeoutwhetherit
wasamanorawoman.Nowaytoidentify. Icouldnotfindherbodyafterall.

OnlytohnkofitfOICesthetearsfrOmmyeyes. Icannotexplainmyfeeling
inanywords・ AmI gryat,肥get伽gdeeply，orfeeⅢngverysad？ Ido､，tknow・
It'sbeyonddescription.WhenthesightcomeSinmymiiid,tearscomefirstandno

‐ 137‐



wordswouldcomeout・ IthinktheatoMcbombvictimsdiedmvain・Nobodyknows
howandwherethedeadbodiesweredisposedoflknowthatIwon'tbeabletolive
wholemylifewithmymother,andthatsomedaychildrenhavetoleavetheirparents,
but伽sp肛血gfrommymotherwasrallyunfairandinmman・ Shewastrulya
lovingmother・Wefledtogetherattheairraidwm血g. Iwishedlhadbeenkilled
withher,andstillwishsonow.

IlookedfOrheragainandagain,butinvain. InevermssedlisCnmgtothe
radioprogram"Tolocatethemssing'',butlhaven'theardhernameannouncedyet.
Iwouldneveradmitmymother'sdeath.Ihavenevergivenupahopethatlwinsee
heragainsomeday・ Sheisstilllivinginmymind.

Sometimeslwonderhowcnlellyshewaskilled・ Ifonlylknewoftheplaceshe
diedandhowshewaskined,Iwouldtrymfindouther・ Iwouldlakeonlyapiece
ofherbonesorsmallportionoftheashestOtheCmpleandhomamassfOrher. I
havevisitedafOrtuneCllermany血nes,andrecentlylwastomthatshehadbeen
thrownmtothesea. Shesays, ''It'scold,It'scold・'' Icouldno伽ngfmher・ Ican
neverfmgether・ IhavebeenhauntedwnhermemoryⅢmetime,andwnlbeso
fbrtherestofmylife.

Nagasaki,3．0kmhomgroundzero,Male,Age29
40-0157

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(57)-CmshedandbmnedtodethonAug.9
2．Okmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

(Mother)
FathertommethatshehadbeenundertheconapsedhouseandcrymgoutfOr

help・Hefirsthelpedsomeoftheneighborswhowerealsounderthehouse,andwhen
hefmallyrushedtoher,shehadallBadybeendead.

Deadbodieswe肥evrywhere, sobadlymjuredandcompletelydamaged,and
moaningwasheardamongthem. Itwasreallyalivmghen. Iregretlwasso
helplessthatIcouldnotdoanythingtohelpthem.

NagasalKi,1．0kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age22
40-0213

Familymemberswhodied

1)Fther(51)-BlastedandbumedtodethonAug.9
DistancefromepicenCr-notknown
RemainsfOum

2)Youngersister(15)－ⅨedofseriousbumsonAug.9
DistancefromepicenCr-notknown

(Youngersister)
Itwasabout3:00p.m.whenlwascomingbacktoour血raidsheMr,Iheard
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someonemfrontoftheshelrroftheneighborscallmgmyname. Iturnedtothe
voice, andfOundmyyoungersisterwearingsomeone'skimonowithherheadand
bodybumtandtheskinofherbothlegsdanglmgdown・ IcalTiedheronmyback
toourshelterandcutoffthedanglingskin・ SheaskedfOrsomewaCrbuttherewas
nowateraround. Shewasomyl5yearsom,andwassupposedtogotothefactory
intheaffrnoon.Itwasaboutlkmfromthesiteofbombingwhereshegotinjured.

(Father)

MyunclefOundmsbodyonAugustlO,andbroughtitbackbyarearcar・ I
wishedlcouldhaveseenmmonlyforamomentbeforehedied.

(Youngersister)
OnAugust9shewasseriouslyinjuledandcamebacknearourshelter. Forfear

thatshewoulddiewithouttreatment,Igotheronthetrainatmghttotakehertoa
hospitalsomewhere. Butsoonshedied・ThetrainwentontoHaikiwithoutstopping,
whereherbodywasburntwithotherbodiesinatemple. Ibroughttheashesback,
butldon'tknowwhoseashes theywere,becausesomanypeoplewerecremated
together.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel4
40-0251

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(57)-CmshedandbunedtodethonAu9.9
1．0kmhfomepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Maid(Age-unknown)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAu9.9
1．0kmfromepicenter

OuraddresswasSakamoto-macmthen,andmyfather,elderbrother,andour
housemaidlivedthere,whilemymotherandlhadmovedtoSaseboCityfOr
evacuation3daysbefOre・ Theelderbrotherwasattackedwhilewolkinginthe
TakenokuboFactory,MitsubishiArsenalCo.,asastudentworkersentbyNagasaki
HighSchool. Afrrthebombmghemadehiswaysteppmgovermanydead6odies
tohOme,omytofindmatthewholetownwasburmngsofUriouslythathecouldnot
getintoit. Hewouldneverspeakaboutit. Ithi血hewisheshecouldfOrgetit.
SomeaayhewinWriteitmdetail. WhenhefmallyfOundFather'sbody, itwas
completelybumtblackandhecollecfdonlyahandfuloftheashesmacan~hefOund
thele(Itwasalsobumt),andbroughtitback.

Soongffr,IWenttoNagasakiwithhim. Fourmembersofmyaunt'sfamily
diedoneafteranother.

OnrCmmingfromNagaSaki,mybrothersufferedfromsevereA-bombsymptoms
9uchaghigh_feVeranddiarrhea. Ihadbleedingfromthegums,mtraoralSwelling,
headache,anddizziness,thoughslighterthanthoseofmybrOther,andwastIBaCdby
adoctor.
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Idon'tknowanythingaboutthemaid.

Iwassmpefiedsomuchwith9㎡efthatlcoumnotweep・ Itwasbeyondtears.
MotherlosthermindfOrawhileatthenewsofthedeadlofFatherandthemaid.

IwasanxiousaboutherverymuchandIhadnotimemdeplmemyfather'sdeath.
IneverfOrgetthatmyfirstmenstruationstartedonthedayoftheatomicbomb.

Toomanypeoplewerekinedbytheatomicbomb,andlwoumnotaskanyone
togetthembackallagain. Ijustfeelashamedbecauselamsmalive. IamgatefUl
tomyfather,whosacrincedhislifeforus.MylxotherissUalive,althoughhehas
sufferedhomsevereatomic-bombaftereffects・ IbelievethatmyfatheriswLmng
mmfromsomewhereandprorctingmm.

Nagasaki,3．0kmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel7
40-0383

Famnymemberswhodied

1)Mother(39)-DiedonAug.9.Causeofdeath-unknown.
1．Okmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Youngerbrother(9)-Sameasabove
3)Youngersister(4)-Sameasabove

Itisimpossibletotellanyhngaboutthem,becauselhavefOundnoneoftheir
bodiesnorashes． Onthedayoftheatomicbomb,IsearmchedandsearchedfOrthem
unmdarkwithmehelpofmy髄end・ ThefOnowmgoneweekeverydaylleftmy
friend'shomefbrtheplacewheremyhomehadbeen,andllookedfOrevrypossible
cornerlcouldthinkofIbutinvain.

Later,whenIwastoldtilattheywelEfOmddeadhuggingeachotherinthe
groundofChinzeiHighSchool,myheartwaswrungwithgrief.

Itwastrulycmel,andIdon'twanttothinkofthatdreadfUlsightagain・ Iwish
Icouldasksomeonetogetmymother,brother,andsisterbacktome・ Iknowitis
mpossible,andlbecomeverysadmsayingso.

Nagasaki,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel9
40-0560

Famnymemberswhodied

1)Fther(46)一CmshedandbumedtodeathonAu9.9
1．3kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Mother(36)-CmshedandbunedtodethonAug.9
0．4kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund
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3)Youngerbrother(0)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.4kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

(Father)

MyfatherseemedtobecmshedtodeathmOhashiFactory,MitsubishiArsenic
Co・ Themetalstructureofthebundingwastwisfdandwaxped・ Hisbodywas
crematedtogetherwithothers,andlatertheashesweregiventous.

(Motherandyoungerlxother)
Mymother andyounger brotherwereburnt todeath

Yamazato-macm・ TheyweretotallybumttoashesexceptfOra
coverofhisdiaperremaimngunbumt.

at ourhousem

smallpieceofthe

Iknowitwaswar,butevensoldiersmmefrontwouldnotbekimedinsucha

cmelmanner・ Itwasabsolutelyimpossibletosavemymotherandbrother,whohad
beensoclosetotheepicenfr.Ionlyregl℃tthatIcouldhavehelpedmyfatherifl
hadrushedtothesirandfOundmm,assomeofhisco-workerswererescuedalive.

NagasalKi,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel7
40-0642

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisfr(23)-DiedonAug.9.Causeofdeath-notknown.
0.5kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

(Eldersister)

IwentbackfromNagasakitoGotolslandwheremyparentslivedintheevemng
ofAugustll.hmediatelyaffrltoldthemthebombingtheyhiredaboatandwem
directtoNagasakitolookfOrher.TheysearchedfOrtowdays,butitwasallinvain.
Severalmonthslateroneofherfriendstoldusthatshehadtakenadayofffifomthe
factorytogotochur℃hmUrakamifOrconfession,asshewasaCatholic.

Mytwoelderixothersweredemobnizedandcamehomehomthebatdefieldm

Bunna・ Itwasstrangethatmyeldersisterwhoshouldnothavebeenkinedwasdead,
andbrotherswhomighthavediedinthewarwerealivehome. Ireglettedeventhe
demobilizationofmybrothers.

I_triedtO.onvincemyselfthatshesacrificedherlifefOrthepeaceofallpeople,
bllismICoUldnotunderstandherdeathevenafter40years. Shewouldbe63years
oldnowifshewerealive.

IfeelverysonyfOrmymother. Shepassedawayl8yearsafterthewar(1963),
neverhavingadmitrdherdaughfr'sdeathunmtheverylastmoment.
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Nagasaki,3．0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel2
42-0141

Famnymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisrr(18)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0．7kmhom厚oundzero

(Eldersister)

AsanurseatNagasakiMedicalCollege(veryneargroundzero),shewaskined
mstantly. Therewerenoremains. Thebuildingwascomplerlydestroyed. Several
dayslafr,Iwasgivensomeofherbonesbythehospital・ Itwasverysad.

Ithappenedinasplitsecond・ Iwanttosay, 'IReturnmyparents,sistersandall
thepe叩leIlost." Theydiedmtoocmelaway. IwaicdfOrthemdayafterday,
hopingtheywouldbealive, Amonthpassed, thenhalfaye紅andfimallyayear
passed,butnobodyreturnned. Theirdeathsweremocrueltodescribe.

Nagasaki,3．0kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age40
42-0488

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(16)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
Atgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Mother-in-law(about70)-DiedofasicknessonDec. 14

Distancehomhypocenter-unknown
(Eldestdaughter)
MyhusbandwentsearchingfOrheratthefacmryatUrakamieverydayfrom

August9,whereshehadbeenworkingasamobilizedsmdent・Onthel3th,Iwem
withmyhusband, leadingonecmdbythehandandcanymganotheronmyback.
Ontheway,hesaid, ''It'stoohardtogoanyUrtherwithsuchsmallchildren." So
IremmedhomewithpainfUlremctance,hnkingabouther・ Iwairdfmh伽athome.
Affrawme,hecamebackwithherbonesmabucket・ Hesaidthatonlyanann
bandwithhernameOnitlethimidentifyher.

Ifshehadbeenalivethen,Iwouldhavedoneanythingtohelphersurvive.

Nagasaki,3･0kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel4
42-0525

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(50)-DiedonAug､9.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancefromhypocenter-unknown
NeverfOund
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2)EldersisCr(ageunknown)-DiedinAugust
Causeofdeam-unknown

DistancehomhypocenCr-unknown
NeverfOund

(Father)
Iwasworkinginasrelfactorybecauselhadbeenmobilizedtoworkthere. I

wascaughtbytheatomicbombingwhilewaitmgattheMichmooStationdurmgthe
airdefensealarm.Threedayslater,IwentintothecitytolookfOrmyfather・ Iwent
tomswoIkshopatMitsubismSCelFactory,butitwascompletelydestroyed. Asl
wasamereboy,Ididnotknowwhattodo・ Onmywayhome,Idroppedinatmy
sis[r'shouseinHashiguchi-machi,butnothingwasleftofthehouse.Thehousenext
doorwascrushedbecauseitwasunderthecliff・ AslknewmyfathervisiCdmany
customers,IlookedformmhelBandthere,butinvain・hhistomb,thereisnothing
butthesoilofthesiteofthefactory・ Itissomiserable.

Ifeelmdescribablegriefthatthebodiesofmyfatherand
Iftheyhadbeenalive,mylifewouldhavebeendifferent.

sisfrwerenotfOund.

Nagasaki91．5kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Age40
42-0546

Fammymemberswhodied

1)Father(67)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0．08kmfromgroundzero
AshesfOund

2)Youngersister(26)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.08kmfromhypocenfr
Remainsfbund

3)Youngerbrother(25)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0．08kmfromhypocenter
Ashesfound

4)Youngerbrother'swife(20)-Sameasabove
5)Youngerbrother'scmld(2)-Sameasabove
6)Secondbrother'swife(28)-KinedbythebombonAug.9

0．15kmhFomhypocenfr
RemainsfOund

7)Secondbrother'scmld(2)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
0．15kmhPomhypocenfr
NeverfOund

8)Boarder(about50)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.9
0．08kmfromhypocenrr
AshesfOund

IlookedinvainfOrmyfamily.

Icoumseenoremainsofourhouseexcepttheconcreffloor・Nobodycameto
helpus・Asmyyoungersistersufferedfromconvulsions,Ikeptcallmgherbyname
andmedartificialrespiration. Butitdidnotwolk・ IcriedfOrhelp. Icouldnoteven
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giveherwaCr. Itwascmel. Icriedandcriedalone. Thecharredremainsofmy
youngerbrotherwasdeadlaybyherside｡Shemighthavelookedathim,butdied
later.

(Boarder)

Theboarderlaydeadmthekitchen．Ⅲsbodywasalsobmned.

(Youngermother'swife[4]andcmd[5])
Anweredead,onlybonesandashesremained

(Theotheryoungerixother'swife[6]andcⅢⅢ[7])
Shewasdead,bmnedblack・ Thecmdwasmissmg.

boneswereeverfOund.
NeitherhiS/herbodym

(Youngerbrother'schnd[7])
Thecmdwasmissmg.Neitherms"1erbodyorboneswereeverfOund.

(Father)

Heseemedtohavebeenblownawaybytheblast・msasheswelefOundbetween
曲ehrstandsecondfloors.

Theirdeathsweretoocruel. Althoughlcouldnotsaveher, Ifeelsosorry
thinkingthatiflhadfOundmysisterearlier,Icouldhavetalkedtoher.

NagasalKi,1．0kmfromgroundzero,Male,Age39
42-1370

Familymemberswhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(16)-CmshedandbumedmdethonAug.9
0.7kmhomhypocenCr
Ashesremained

2)Eldestson(14)-DiedonAug､9.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．8kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

3)Seconddaughfr(12)-CmshedandbmnedtodethonAug.9
0.7kmhomhypocenrr
RemainSfOund

4)Thirddaughter(10)-Sameasabove
5)Fourthdaughter(7)-Sameasabove
6)Secondson(2)-Sameasabove

(Eldestdaughfr)
Burnedtodeath・ Omybonesandasheslemained.

(Eldestson)

NeitherbodynorbonesfOund・ IamstinwaitingfOrhimtocomeback
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(Seconddaughter)
Dead・Cmshedtodeathunderthedebris, leavmgnotrace.

(ThirddaughCr)
Burnedtodeathinthesameplaceasmyeldestdaughter.

(Youngestdaughter)
BilrnedtOdeathwithmyeldestdaughfrandtheothercmldren.

(Youngestson)
Wecouldfindneitherbonesnorashes.

ItissotragicthatonlymywifeandlsurvivedandwecouldnotdoanythingfOr
them. Aswegrowolder,ourfeelingfOrourchildrengrowsallthedeeper. IVlam
tocry, !'Returnallourchildrentous.'' Wedon'thaveenoughmoneytohold
memorial services fOr them・ Idodemamthat compensationbepaidby the

government.

Nagasaki,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel5
42-1384

Familymemberwhodied

1)Boarder(Age-unknown)-DiedonAug.9.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Atgroundzero
RemainsfOund

Anoldwoman,repatriafdfromKoreainl944,waslivmgwithus. Sheleftto
visithersister,wholivedinMatsuyama-machi,butshedidnotreturn．AboutlOdays
later,myfatherwenttohersisfr'shousetolookfOrherandfOundherboneSwilh
herclothesmragsstickingtothem・HeconectedthemandplacedthemmoⅢ伽nily
tomb.

Onmywaytomyofficeonthemommgofthatday,theair-raidalarmsounded.
Iadvisedhernottogotothecitythatday,butshesaiditwasnotmngtoworryabout
becauseenemyplanescameeveryday・ Shewentintothecitywithme,asifshehad
chosentodie・ Itmnklshouldhavetriedmorestronglytokeepherfromgomg.

Nagasaki,1.0IKmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel5
42-1411

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(36)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
2．0kmfromhypocenter
RemainsfOund

(Mother)
SheWasburnedtodeathathomeinTakenokubo-machi,

anythmgfOrher・ Aweeklarr,ourrelativescametothehouse

butlcouldn'tdo

toclearheraway.
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Atthattime,thelowerpartofherbodywasembeddedmthegound・Maggotswere
wrigghgaroundmtheremainingflesh. Theupperpartwasburnedmashes・Most
ofherheadwasbuned,buthergoldtoommadeitpossibletoidentifyher.

Iwas standingat then血sfOra
instantlymwhethershehaddiedmpain.
say, ''Iwishshewerealive''.

while,wonderingwhethershewaskilled
Oneveryanmversaryofherdeath,Ialways

NagasalKi,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age24
42-1412

Familymemberswhodied

1)Uncle(64)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.5kmhomgroundzero
NeverfOund

2)EldersisCr(33)-CmshedandbunedtodeathonAug.9
0．5kmhomhypocen[r
Ashesremained

3)Nephew(8)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug､9
0.5kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

4)Mece(7)-CrushedandbumedtodeathinAugust
0．5kmhomhypocenfr
Ashesremained

5)Nephew(4)-Sameasabove

IsmvivedbecauseIwasevacuatedfromthecenCrofNagasaki. Ileadmylife,
hnkingoftheangeratthedisasCroftheatomicbombmg,whichkilledsomany
people,especiallybabies，Myuncleandnephew,whowereevacuafdnearthepublic
commercialschool,weremissing. Igotalerrhomoneofmyuncle'sacqUaintances
sayingthathehadkepttheirbones,butlcouldn'tmeethiminspifofallmyefrorts.
Ithinkthemanhasreturnedtomshometown.

MyeldersisCr,mece,andnephewdiedm血eirhouseneartheMitsubishiYouth
Schoolgrounds, alongw汕曲e amilyofanengineerhomMitsubishiShipyard.
Anotherengineerbroughttheirbones,whichhadbecomelikepaper. Allmyfamily
wasbumedtodeath,andthedeadsayno曲加9．

Whochangedourtowntoaninconceivablehell？Mynephew，niece，sis妃rand
unclewereslaugh[red. TheybecamethesteppingstonesfOrpeaceoftheworldand
Japan， Whydidthoselovelynephewsandniecehavetobepumshed？ Ioften
rememberthempatientlygoingthroughthetimeoffOodshortages.Whatarethey
thinking， lookingdownuponmepresentworldfromheaven？ Ithinktheywere
wamingusofthedangerthattheearthwouldbeblownawaybyonenuclearbomb.
Iheartheirvoicessaying, "Nomoresacrificeshomatomicbombmg.''

Wethreesmvivmshadtoundergohardships・Myeldestdaughrr,whosurvived
becauseshewasevacuafdasasmdent,wasim,butwehadnomoneyfOrmedical
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care・ Itwassomiserable. Iwantedhertoregainherhealthatanycost. Ididmy

besttohelpherms[adofhelpmghermotherwhohadtodie,leavmgheralone.The
lifeofaHibakushaisnotmngbutdaysofsmggle・Mystrugglewastoencouragemy
smallchildwhomissedhermothersomuch.

ToneglectA-bombsufferersamountstoinfringmgtherighttoliveinpeace. I
havesometimesthoughtofcommittingsuicidewiththeothertwo,butlhavechanged
mymmd, tmnkingthattokillourselveswouldsatisfythewarlikeforces. Iwilltry
tomakethebestofourlives.

NagasalKi,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel6
42-1599

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(13)-BlasfdandbmnedtodeathonAug.9
1.3kmfromhypocenfr

(Youngerbrother)
HewascaughtmtheA-bombmgwhenhewassw加mingmtheUrakamiRiver

justacrosshomourhouse.msbodywasbumedblack,buthewasbreathmg. As
heaskedfOrsomewa妃r,Igavehimwater. Buthesoondied.

Hewasverykindtomyotherbrothers. Iwishhewe肥血ve.

Nagasaki,1．5kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age41
42-1652

Familymemberswhodied

1)Husband(46)-Blasted, seriouslyinjuredandburnedtodeathonAug.9
1.3kmfromhypocenCr
AshesfOund

2)Nephew(19)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAu9.9
1．3kmbfomhypocenter
NeverfOund

(Husband)
Ilookedfmmm,butinvain・ Sevenyearslarr,IfOundoutthathisboneshad

beenburiednearSakurabasmrockatTokitsu-machi. Iheardthathewasworkingat
thesteelfactoryatthetimeoftheA-bombing. Hewasinjuredsoseriouslythathe
couldnotspeak:hediedatthecheckpomtatthepasstoTOkitsu-machi,andwas
buried・ Ifeelverysrrythathediedinpain.

(Nephew)
Heseemedtohavebeenblownawaywmlehewasoperatingacraneatthesteel

factory. HisbodywasnotfOund.

Ifmyhusbandwerealive,Iwouldnothavesuchhardships. Iregetthatlcould
notbepresentathisdeathnordoanythmgfOrhim. .
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Iwishhewerealive,allthemmebecauselamnowover80yearsold. Ifhe
werealive,Iwouldnotbealone. Givebackmyhusbandtome!

Ihavehadassistancefromthegovrnment.Butifmymsbandandchildrenwere
alive,Iwouldnotneedlivelihoodprofction.
Iremamed・ HewasanA-bombsufferer,butdiedafnseveralyears・ Solamno

longerenmedtoreceivesocialsecUrityhommyfirst加sband.Mysecondmsband
hadnopension.

Nagasaki,2．0kmhomgrOundzero,Female,Ageunknown
42-1658 ．

Fanlymemberwhodied

1)Father(72)一CmshedandbunedtodethonAug.9
1.6kmhomgroundzero
AshesfOund

(Father)
Hewasbmnedtodeathataneighbor'shouse.Imanagedtocrawloutfromthe

crushedhouseandwenttolookfmmm. Ontheway,Imetaneighbor'sboywho
wascrymg,dressedonlymmiefS.Itookmmtotheair-raidShelrr,andthenlwem
tothehoUsewheremyfatherhadbeen. Icalled,"Daddy!"maloudvoiceand
listenedcarefUlly,wonderingifhemighthaVebeencmshedandgroaninginpain、But
Iheardnothing.Maybehediedinstantly.

Fivedayslater,IsearchedthehousewithsomepeopleandfOundhisren血s・
Hewasbumedtodeathontatamimats・Wheneverlrememberh伽,Irememberthat

tatamimat, too・ Ihavetoldmyselftohnkthatitwasbetrrthathediedinstantly
withoutpain.

NagasalKi,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age30
42-1670

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(56)-KnledbythebombonAug.9
0.8kmfromgroundmro
NeverfOund

(Mother)
Thrcedayslater,myhusbandwemhomSomumi-machitoTakenokubo-machi

tolookfOrhereverydayfOraweek,butmvain. HefOUndthedeadbodieSoftWO
cmdrenlyingnearherhouse・ Theymighthavebeenblownawaybytheblast・ He
crematedthemandgavetheirashestothefiremanofthedistrict.HegayewatertO
somedyingpe"leontherOad. HesaidthattheyweredreadfUlexperiences. He
gaveuplookingfmherbody・ Instead,hebroughtso皿homthegoundofthe
entrance,kitchen,andalivmgroom・ Astheresultofthemvestigation,IfOundthat
atthetimeofbombing, shehadbeenonherwaytothepostofficenearIJrakami
Station;sheseemedto~havejumpedintoUrakamiRiver. Atthattime,theriverwaS
fUnofrottingdeadbodiesanditsmenedsobadthatpe叩lecouldhardlybrethe． I
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heardthatagroupoffiremenshoveledoutdeadbodiesthreedayslater・ Ifeelvery
sadwheneverIgoneartheUrakamiRiver.

Nagasaki,3.0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age40
42-2010

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldestdaughter(17)-KinedbythebombonAug､9
0．4kmhomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

(Firstdaughfr)
ShewasbumedtodeathwithherhiendnearasMneatHamaguchi-macm.

WhenmyhusbandfOundher, theskinofherannslookedasifitwass加mering,and
hermouthwassoswollen・ Hetoldmetocomeandseeher,because'IIamnotsure
whetheritisherornot''.

Iwastoosadtocry・ Ifshehadbeenbreathmg,Icouldhavenursedhero Ican
neverfOrgetherdreadfUlbody.

NagasalKi,3．01Kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age25
42-2308

Familymemberwhodied

1)Husband(27)-CmshedandbumedtodethonAug､9
0．5kmfromepicenfr
RemainsfOund

My伽sbandwasfOunddead,burntblack, insidemscompanybunding.

Myhusbandwasakindmanwithabigheart, solhadhadpracticallynothmg
toworryabout・ Butsincellostmm,Ihavelivedmylifelikeabirdthathaslostone
ofitswmgs. HiswoIksuperiorcriedandtoldthatnoneofthemanycollege
gaduatesmhisresea【Chdepartmentcouldexcelabovemyhusbandwhenitcameto
mathematics. Sincethenlcannothelp伽agmmghowhappymylifecouldhavebeen
ifonlyhehadlived・ ItisthesaddestthmgfOrmetotmnkthatmycmldrennever
hadtheOpportumtytocallanyone"Daddy".Asfbrmyself;fOrmanyyearslavoided
everyoccasionwhe肥IwasexpecfdtojoincouplesfOrsomeevent.

NagaSaki,0.5IKmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel6
43-0253

Familymemberwhodied

1)Grandmother(68)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0．8kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Youngerbrother(13)-Sameasabove
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3)Youngersister(10)-CrushedandburnedmdeathonAug.9
0.8kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

4)Youngersister(8)-CmshedandbunedtodethonAug.9
0.8kmhomepicenter
AshesfOum

5)Youngerbrother(5)-Sameasabove

(Grandmother)
Wepickedme largest bonehomamong the ashes andregaldedit as

gandmother's・ Butwhenthedelxisofthefirewasclearedayearlater,herskeleton
wasfOundundertheconcrefrooflstincoveredbyayukata(aninfonnalsⅢⅢnerwear
k伽ono)． ItwasGrandmother'sringthatidentifiedher.Whenthebombfen,shewas
cmshedandbumtunderthehouseandwasleftthatwayfmayear.

(Brother[2],Sister[4],andBrother[5])
ThethreeseemedtohavebeenwashingtheirhandsbefOrelunch,fOrtheirbones

werescatteredbetweenthewashroomandbathroom.Thesister(4),however,hadher

chestpiercedbyaclamp,andalittlepartofherchestsUhelditsshape・ Shewas
identifiedbyasmallpieceoftheburntdresswmchhadstucktoherchest.

(Sister[3])
HerremainscouldnotbefOundamongtheasheswihntheminsofthehouse.

SowesearChedtheroadsandrivers, lookingateverydeadbody,butinvain.We
wenttothefirst-aidstations, tonoavail. Sinceshecouldnothavegoneoutalone,
wereasonedthatshediedw汕伽9othersbutherremainscouldnotbeidentified.

Mybrothersandsisrrshadbeenevacuatedtothecountrysidewithgandmother.
Butwiththecommgofsummervacation, theyhadretumedhomeonAugust8fOra
briefvisitandwehaddimertogetherthat･mght・ TopreparefOrahaWy amily
get-togetherontheeveningofAugust9,Motherandlwentoutoftowntobuysome
fOod. TheyalldiedwhileweweregoneandMothernearlylosthermmd.Attimes
IconsolemyselfbythinkingthatitwasberrfmPthemtodie,msradofbecon血g
orphansifMotherandlhaddiedmsradofthem・ Bmminanagewithhardlyany
enjoyment,itiss加plytragicthattheybecamevictimsofthewar.Howcanlfmget
this？ Ioftenwonderifitwouldhavebeenbet妃riflhaddiedtoo．

WeoweittothosewholosttheirlivestobuildapeacefUlwolldwithnomore
W肛・
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Ⅲ､DeathSinTwoWeeks(tillAuguSt23)

Nagasaki,3．0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Ageunlmown
l3-15-123

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 11
Distancefromepicenr-unknown

(Father)

IcanneverfOrgetmyFathersufferingfromseverepain,hisbodycompletely
burned. Theskinonhisannswasinflamedandpeelmgfromthebone・ Hisbody
wasdecaying,givingoffafmblesmell. Somethmglikepusorbloodflowedfrom
allpartsofhisbody・ Icannotrepressmyangerwhenlrecallthissight. Isitnot
unpaldonable曲atmanshouldinflictsuchsufferingonafe皿owhumanbemg？Please
donotmakemewriteaboutitagain. Ijustcannotsl肌dit.

Fathermusthavebeeningreatpainwhenhedied・ Hewasgindmgms[eth
untilthatday. Itwastoomercilessawaytodie.

Nagasaki,3.0kmh､omgroundzero,Female,Agel7
42-0505

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(14)-KinedbythebombonAug.11
Disiancefromepicenter-unknown
AshesfOund

(Youngerbrother)
MybrotherwasinsecondyearatNagasakiCityCommercialSchool・ Hewas

workinginlaborselviceathisschoolwhichhadbeenmmedintoabranchofthe
MitsubishiArmsFactry.

OnAugustlO,wewenttomybrother'sschooltolookfOrhimbutcouldnotfind
him・ AbranChfactorymantoldusthathemayhavegoneoutonanelTandtothe
Mitsubishifactory. Sowesearchedtheareaaroundtheschool,theMitsubismfactory
andUrakami・Welookedateverydeadbody,noneofwmchlookedlikeahuman.
HearingammoronAugust llm帥thewoundedwerebemgtransfelTedtolsahaya
district,wehadmyeldersistergototheNavalHospitalmlsahaya・ Shedidhndour
brotherhospitalizedthere;hehadpassedawaythatmommg. Itwassosadnottobe
mesentathisdeath・WewenttoreceivehisremainsonAugustl2.

Smcehisbumsweremainlyonhisneckandwrist,weconcludedhemayhave
diedofpoisoning.

Innocentashewas, thewayhediedwastoomerciless.

Icannothelpreg肥ttingifonlywehadfOundhimearner. Ifwehadgonetothe
hospitaladayearlier,wecouldhaveseenmmwhenhewasstnlalive・ Evennowl
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smlregretthis. AndIknowthatweM皿havetolivew肋hsfmtherestofour
lives.

Nagasaki,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Male,Age4
42-0027

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(32)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug､ 12
1．Okmhomepicenter

(Father)
FathersufferedextensivebumsattheMitsubismSteelWoksanddiedthreedays

later. IcanneverfOrgethis加mensesufferingtillhepassedaway.

Father'sface,fUnofpain,andtheterriblesCnchwereunbearablefOrme1Losing
ourfather,ourlxeadwmner,causedustocrysomuch・Mothercouldhardlyovercome
thegriefoflosingherhusband. ShebroughtmeupbyherselfShewas37yearsold
thenandneverremarried・

Iwasfilledwithanger,wtchmgherworksohardeveryday.Whydidhehave
todie？HewoumnothavediedifthatA－bombhadnotbeendropped．

NagasalKi,2.0IKmfromgroundzero,Male,Age22
42-1763

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngerbrother(17)－Ⅸedofse㎡ousbumsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 12
Distancefromepicenter-notknown

(Youngerlxother)
OnthemorningofAugustll,FatherfOundmylxothersu血vemanair-raid

shelrrmAburakitam. Almostallthepeopleinsideweredead. Fathercarriedmy
brotheronhisbackandjoinedalinemfrontofafirst-aidstation. SmceitseCmed
thatmybromer'smrnfmcarewouldnevercome,Fathertookh伽toAsanagaClinic
mDejima. Butthecliniclackedpropermedicme,soFathertooka""oaiQspital
mKoyagi・Atthehospm,mybrotherkeptpleading: "Water,water!"ThemnoWing
mon血gatseveno'clockhedied・Withtheupperhalfofhisbodycharredandms
neckmamedandfesrring,hedied,moanmg: ''1thmts, ithurts!"

AlthoughmybrotherpleadedfOrwater,wewouldnotdaregiveh加any,because
peoplearouiidhmsaidthattheboywoulddieifgiVenwa"r.Wllen_giyenasmgll
bmilkoficemsCad,hesuckeditnkeababysucklingatitsmother'sbreast・ He
askedfmmorebutthiswasnotallowed・WehaveregrettedtherefUsaltothisday
andwishedthatwehadgivenh伽asmuchwafrashewanted. SowealwaysMep
thecupofwaCronthefamilyBuddmstaltar.
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Nagasaki, 3．0kmfmmgroundzero,Male,Age9
13-21-031

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisfr(21)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
Distancefromepicenter-unknown
NeverfOund

2)Mother(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriouswoundsandburnsonAug. 11
0.5kmfromepicenfr
RemainsfOund

3)Father(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriouswoundsandbumsonAug. 13
0.5kmfromepicenfr
RemainsfOund

(FatherandMother)

IwastoldthatFatherandMotherwe疋随tbythebombinUrakamidistrictwhere
theyhadgonetogetheronanerrand. Theyweretakentoahospitalanddiedthe妃．

(Eldersister)

Mysisterwaslivingseparatelyfrommy伽nilyatthetimeofthebomb. She
isthoughttobedeadbecausenoonehasseenorheardofhersince.

Ibecameanorphanandlwassadtobealive・ Istnlcannotrealizethatmy
parentsandsisteraredead.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age31
41-0694

Familymemberswhodied

1)Wife(21)-KinedbybombonAug. 10
Distancefromepicenfr-notknown

2)Mother(59)-KilledbybombonAug. 14
Distancefromepicen[r-notknown

(Wife)

IreturnedtothecityonAugustlOfromabusinessmp. IfOundmywifeburied
undertheminsofthehouse.Onrecogmzmgme,shesaid: ''Ihavecalledandcalled
fOrhelpbutnobodyhascometorescueme!'! Foramoment,Ifeltrelievedand
praisedherfOrholdmgoutfOr23hours・ Butaslpunedheroutfromunderthen血s
andplacedheronashutter,shedied.Mywifewas7momhspregnant・ Aslrecall
herpitifUlfigure, itismlyunbearabletothinkthatiflhadonlycomehomealittle
earlier,Imighthavebeenabletosaveher・ IshallneverfOrgetthis.

Thewaymwhichshediedwassomel℃ness． IfshehadbeenfOundalittle
earlier, shemighthavebeensaved・ Butitisaconsolationfmmethatsheheldout
mllremrnedandwewereabletotalktoeachother.

(Mother)

Onthedayofthebombing,mysister,whoremrnedfromherworkfOundMother
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knockeddownontheroadbelowthehouse・ Shehadbeenblownthe肥bythebomb.
MysistertookMothertoahospitalinKoyagiwhereshewastreatedbutshediedon
Augustl4affrsufferingseverepain.

IsawMotherattheKoyagiHospitalontheevenmgofAugustlO．Althoughshe
wasweakbecauseofthewoundshomwhenblownbytheblaSt,Ithoughtshewould
punthroughbecausehermmdwassoclear・ ButshegraduallyloststlBngthanddied
onthel4th. Itwasunbearable・ IcanneverfOrgettms.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age36
13-01-008

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(33)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 12
0.8kmfromtheepicenter

2)Mece(14)-DiedofatoncdiseaseonAug. 14
0．8kmfromtheepicenrr

(Youngersister)
MysisfrwashitdirectlybytheA-bombwhenshewasweedingaricepaddy.

Shecrawledbackhomeandsaid, ''Amlgoingtodie?''

(Niece)

Myniecewas lovedbyeverybody・ Hermother, althoughherselfhitbythe
bomb, tendedherdaughterbutbefOrelongthegirlfenalmostunconscious． "Let's
singoneofyourfavoritehymnstogether'',encouragedhermother,andthegirlsang
justonestanza. Ileamedla[rthathervoicetouchedtheheartsofthedymgvictims
andthenursesaroundher.

Fortwotothreedaysafterthebombmg, thesituationwassobadthatwecoum
notmakeuseoftheemergencysupplies・Weseal℃hedandfOundbitsofthestockand
passedfOodandclothmgouttotheA-bombvictimsbuttherewasnotenoughfOr
everybody・ Neithercouldwerespondtoallthevictims'pleasfOrwater・ Theydied
oneafteranother. IcanneverfOrgetthehorriblesight.AndontOpofthat,Iwo㎡ed
whetherthevictimswexenlypreparedfOrdeathornot.

Smitisconsohgto伽nkthattheChristianvictimsmusthavecleansedtheir
soulsmpleparationfOrthecomingCatholicfestivalonAugustl5.

Nagasaki,1.OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel6
13-15-224

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(52)-KnledbythebombonAug.9
0．6kmhomepicenter
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(44)-Sameasabove
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3)Youngerbrother(5)-KnledbythebombonAug.9
0.6kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

4)Eldersisfr(22)-DiedofbumsonAug. 10
0．6kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

5)Youngersister(14)-DiedofseriousbumsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 15
0．6kmfromepicenter

(Father)

Theupperpartoffather'sbodywascompleflybumed;hisboneswelepartly
showing・ Hewasaschoolteacher. Hehadtakenthedayoffandwashitbythe
A-bombwmleinthegardenathome.

(Mother)

Mother'swholebodywasbumedblack. Shewasinthegardentoo.

(Eldersister)

Myeldersisterwasabsentfromschooldueto皿hess. Shewasinthegarden
also・ Shediedofshockanddespairthedayafterthebombing.

(Youngersister)
Myyoungersistersustainedsevereradiadonburnsonher

practicallylostconsciousness, talkedindeli血mandpassedaway
hospitalinSagaCity.

entirebody， She
onAugustl5ata

(Youngerbrother)
MyyoungerbrotherwasreducedtoaskeletonatFather'sfeet.

IwasdeeplyangrywhenIthought: ''Ifonlythewarhadendedaweekearlier!'!
Ialsoexpeliencedadeepsenseofemptinessandpowerlessness.

HowdeepagiefitmusthavebeenfOrthosewhocouldnotliveouttheirlives!

Iespeciallypitymysisterswhowerenotkilledinstantly. Iwonderwhattheywere
hnkmgabout.

Nagasaki,1.0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age20
42-1486

Familymemberswhodied

1)Nephew(4)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.3kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Mece(2)-Sameasabove

3)Eldersisfr(25)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､ 15
0．3kmfromepicenter

Althoughmyeldersisterdidnotlivewithus,Iwouldliketowrifaboutherand

herchildrenbecausethefateofherchildrenhasbeenthemostunfOrgettablethmgthat
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hashappenedtome.Thisisastoryaboutmy4-yearoldnephewand2-yearoldmece
whowereburntaliveintheA-bombfine.

Mysis[rlivedmShiroyama-machi. TheA-bombblastcausedherandher
cmldrentobeburiedunderthedebrisoftheirconapsedhouse.Mysistercouldnot
move. Shetoldmethatasthefiresmead,herdyingcmdrencalledtoher: "Help
me,mama! Help!'' ''It'ssohot,sohot!"Mysisrrsaidallshecoulddowaswatch
thecmldl9endieandapologize: "I'msony・ PleasefOrgiveme!''Whenlthinkabout
thefeelmgsofmysisfr,whodiedsixdayslarronAugust l5, Ibelievenothmg
couldhavebeenmolepitifUl.

Itwasnotunmlgotmarriedandbecameamothermyself, thatlleallycameto
understandhertruefeelings.Shediedcallmgthenamesofherchildrenandsaying,
!'PleasefOrgiveme!"

Whenmybrother-in-lawleamedaboutthefamilytragedyaftercommgbackfrom
thewarfronthissufferingwasunbearable・ Ithoughthewantedtocryout: ''Give
mebackmywife! Remmmychildrentome!"

IhaveoftenbeenaskedtowriteabouttheA-bombbutlcouldnotwrirasingle
word-allIcoumdowascry. Thist加e,afrr40years,Ihavefinallymanagedm
hingmyselftodoit

Nagasaki,1．5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age20
14-4004

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(45)-CmshedandbmnedtodeathonAug.9
0.7kmfromepicenter ･

2)Youngersister(7)-KmedbythebombmAugust
O､7kmhomepicenter
NeverfOund

3)Youngerbrother(9)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug. 15
0.7kmfromepicenter

(Mother)
Motherwastrappedunderthecollapsedhouse. Shediedinthefire,callmgfor

help.Mybrother,whowaswithmyMother,toldme・ IfOundthmgsthatlookedlike
thebonesofherface,butwhenIwenttopickthemup,aftergivingfirstaidtomy
brotherlcouldnotfindthem.

(Youngersister)
Mylittlesisfrseemedtohavebeenplayingoutsidethehouse. Butneitherher

remainsnorbonescouldbefOund・ ItrulypityherwhenIwonderaboutthewayshe
died.

(Youngerlxother)
MyyoungerbrothersufferedsevmepainsfromthebumSfmaweek・ Hesaid,

''I'dratherdiethans町血vebutlwantmdieonatatamimat''・ Thesewerethelast
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wordsmy9-yearoldbrotherspoke, befOrehediedonthewoodenfloorofan
elementaryschool.

Motherandherlimechndren,whowelenotprofessionalsoldiers,werekimedliM
insects.IcouldnotdoanythmgfOrmybrothereventhoughhewassmbreahng.
Iregetthis,evennow.

Smcemybrotherwasstillalive,Icarriedmmonmybacktothenearestrailroad
station,alongthesun-glitteringroadwheIetherewasnothingtoshadeushomthesun.
Hedied,aftergreatsuffemg,attheelementaryschoolofHizen-nagataFcho.

WithMothergone,Iexperiencedsadandpainfulemotionswhenlgotmarried,
andalsowhenlgavebirthtomycmldren. Ihavealwaysfeltsosadwhenlseemy
mother'shealthyhiendsandthink; !'IfonlyMotherweres肌血vetoday"・ Ihave
cherishedthemusionthatmymissingsisrrmightqUiteunexpectedlycomebackalive
someday.

Nagasaki,0.5kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel8
13-20-080

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(Age-unknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseinAugust
Distance丘omepicenCr-unknown

2)Mother(42)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAu9． 15
Distance丘Dmepicenrr-unknown

(Mother)

Motherdiedatherparents'homemSmmabara・Hermindwasclearmlthelast
moment. ShehaddialTheaandbloodystools.Motherbledmにrnany・ Shehadbeen
cmshedbyafallenpnlar. Shehadaclearpurplemarkonherback・ Shehadno
appetite.WhentheEmperm'ssulTenderaddresscameovertheradioandreachedher
ears,Mothersatuprightinherbed,nstenedwithtearsmhereyesandthenpassed
away.

(YoungerlxPother)
Mylxotherwasbamelyconscious.

themmsofthehouse.
Halfmsbodyhadtmnedblack,cmshedby

Ifeltutterlyhelplesswhenthedoctor'streamentshowednoeffectandlearned
thatnothmgelsecouldbedonefOrMothernorfmmybrother・ Icremadthembodl
bymyself lshallneverfmgetthatmoment・ Claspingmyhandsinmayeratthe
rismgsmoke,Icriedandshourd: "Whydon'tyoutakemealongwithyou!''
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Nagasaki,0.5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age6
40-1070

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(5)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.9
0．5kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Youngersister(3)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､ 15
0.5kmfromhypocenfr

3)Mother(30)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 16
0.5kmfromhypocenter

(Mother)
Hermouthseemedtobedecayed.

(Youngersister)
Idon'tknowthesimation.

(Youngerbrother)
Hewasbumedtodeathandonlyhisboneswereleftmthemmsofafire.

Isurvivedinthe血raidshelter,butlreallyregrettedthatlleftmybrotherat

home.Mymotherandsisrralsodiedofatomicdisease・ Ifthewardidn'thappen,
Ihadnothavethesesorrows! Ithoughtitoverandoveragain.

Nagasaki,2.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel5
03-0238

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(8)-KnledbythebombonAug.9
0.5kmfOnnhypocenfr
RemainsfOund

2)Youngersister(12)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug. 16
0.5kmfromhypocenter

(Youngersister[11)
Shediedonthespotoftheexplosion,attheentranceofthe血皿dshelCrdue

toruptuleoforgans.

(Youngersister[2])
Shelaidathomeandcmshedunderthedestroyedhouse・ Shemanagedtocrawl

outbyherself. Butshehadapoorappetite,eventhefOodsshehadtakenwasdirectly
excrefd. Inthecourseoftime,herjomtsbecameunmoved, thenshediedbefOre
dawnonAugustl6. Thescarofthebruiseonherdeadbodybecameblue.

ThefOrthsisterofmyfamily(Sister-2)said, 'IThefifthsister(Sister-1)hadheard
thesoundofairplaneandlefthomeforthe血raidshelter・Whenshearrivedatthe
eniranceoftheshelCr,A-bombexplodedandshediedonthespot.''
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Thoughmymothercalledmetomeether,Ididn'tgo・ Icouldn't seethe
miserabledeadbodyofmylitdesister, fOrthelifeofme,aslhadseenthedead
bodiesdamagedbybombmg. Accordingtomymother, theintemalorganscameout
ofherbody.

Nagasaki,3.OIKmfi､omgroundzero,Male,Agel5
27-0226

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(8)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.8kmhomhypocenter
RemainsfOund

2)Mother(45)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 16
0.8kmfromhypocenter

(Mother)
Ibroughtmysis[r'sbonestoTsuruga,myfather'shometown,fromNagasaki,

withmymotherandeldersister・ Ontheway,mymothersuddenlygotinandwe
carriedhertothemunicipalhospital・ Thoughsheunderwentcure, shedied.

(Youngersister)
Mymothersaid,

injurytothestomach.

!'Shewascrushedunderthedestroyedhouseandsufferedan
Ihelpedher,butshediedfifomexcessivebleedmgsoon."

OnthelOthofAugust,myeldersisfrandllaidourdeadyoungersisteronthe
galvanizedironsheet,andgatheredthedeadtreestoburnit・Wepickedupthecan
athandandput thebonesinit・ Umerthetemblesituationofthenextdayof
bombing,wecoulddoonlysuchamiserablefUneral.Howcmeltobumthedeadof
thefamilybythebereavedfamily.

Whenmymotherdied,myeldersisterandllaidthecoffinonthethelargecart
andcarriedtothecrematory・Wecouldn'tdoanythingfOrbothofthem.Wereget
thatwecouldn'thaveeventheBuddhistscripmrebythepriest.Weneverforgetsuch
soITowfillmemoriesfOrever.

Nagasaki,1.5kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age39
42-0820

Familymemberswhodied

1)Secondson(9)-BlasCdanddiedofseriousbumsonAu9.9
Distancefromhypocenter-notknown
RemainsfOund

2)Husband(50)-DiedofseriousburnsinAugust
Dislancefromhypocenrr-notknown

(Husband)
Hediedafteraboutaweek・ Hehadseriouslyburned. Hewantedmsmokea
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cigarettebefmemsdeath,butlwasverysorrythatlcouldnotgetit.

(Secondson)
AshewasmissingfOr4or5days,IwenttoVariousplacestosearchfmhim

everyday.Throughsomeone'smfOnnation,IfOundhisdeadbodylyingmthenalTow
ditchmthedistanceofO.5kmfrommyhouse・Hewasdismguishedomybyhisbelt.

ThesorrowfUlsceneofmysonhasbeenprintedmmymmd・ Ifhewerealive,
Ihadnotliveahardlife. Ialwaysrememberhim.

Nagasaki,1.0kmfi･omgroundzero,Female,Agel2
28-0268

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(38)-DiedofseriousbmnsonAug. 11
1.0kmhomhypocenter

2)Youngersister(10)－ⅨedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 16
1.0kmhomhypocenter

(Mother)

Asshegotbumedallovertheback,shehaddiedinlyingprone.

(Sister)

ShewalkedoverthemmsunmjustadaybefOredeath,butshediedasifshemn
outofherpower.

Mymothermovedherhermouthtosaysometl血gjustbemeherdeath. I
managedtohearthat,butlfailed.Iregretlcoulddonohngfmher.
During40years,Ihadaplentyofsadandbitfr伽ngs・WheneverIhadsuchthings,
Ithoughtifshewerealive.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel6
13-01-006

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(57)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 16
1.0kmhomhypocenCr

2)Mece(3)-Diedofatomicdisease・Dateofdeath-unknown.
1.0kmfromhypocenter

(Father)
Hecrushedunderthedestroyedhouseandmanagedtouawlout・ Ashe

fOrtunatelyhadnoexErnal期Ⅲy, Ifeltrelieved. But,hesuddenlydiedoneweek
later.

(Niece)
Herh血felloutandshebecameweakentodeath.

Myfatherhadnoextemalinjury. So,IhadnocamefOrhimandtookcaI9eofmy
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elderbrotherwhohadseriouslybumed. Iregretthatlhaddonenothmgformy
father. Ifeltsadthathediedbemgpatientofhispainwimmhimself.

Nagasaki,3．OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age23
13-12-096

Familymemberswhodied

1)Niece(7)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.5kmfromhypocenter
AshesfOund

2)Nephew(5)-Sameasabove
3)Mece(2)-Sameasabove

4)Youngersister(30)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､ 17
0.5kmfromepicenter

(ElderSister)

ShewasalivefOr8daysafterbombing. Duringthosedays,herbodywas
SWO皿enallover,andshewasbeensufferinghPomhighfeveranddialTheaeveryday.
Sheaskedmetoputherbodyintothewellandlwasheartbreakingtoseeher.

(Niece[1])

Mysis[rwhonalTowlyescapedsaid, !'Thehousebumedbybombmg,andwe
werecmshedunderthedesiroyedhouse.Icouldn'thelpmychildren.''

(Nephew)
Atthesametimeofbombing, thehousebeamfellonhn.

colorofhisfacechanged.

Hevomifdandthe

(Niece[3])

Mysisterlostconsciousnessandcametohersensesbycrackleoffile, thenshe
escaped・ Shehadnomemoryoftmsyoungestdaugh妃r、

Anofthemdiedbefmethel5thofAugust, thedayofendmgwar・ Justafter
theatomicbombmg,ourcitylookedlike''thehellonearth''. Icouldn'tfOrgetthe
homble scenes fOrever. Thedeadbodiesofmymecesandnephewwerenot
discoveredfOralongtime・ AfterthebigtyphoonbroughtheavyraintoNagasakim
themiddleofSepfmber,theirbodiesweredugout・ Theirbonesfeltsmoothlikethe
shell.

NagasalKi,2.OIKmfromgroundzero,Male,Agel4
41-0031

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(4)-CmshedtodeathonAug. 10
0.8kmfromhypocenter
Remainsfound

2)Mother(42)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 17
0.8kmfromhypocenter
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(Youngersister)

Myyomgersisfrwascmshedunderthedestroyedhouseanddiedbeingcaught
betweenthebeams・Weleftherdeadbodymtheruinsofafireandwentbackto
Higashi-SOnogi-cho.WhenmyfatherrenmedtoNagasakimlookforherdeadbody
nextday,herbodywasmissmgandtherewerethebonesheapedtogetherallover.
Peoplesaidtheannyhadbumedupthedeadpeopletogether・Hecouldn'tbringback
anyd血g･

(Mother)

Mymotherwascmshed帆曲mysisterunderthedestroyedhouseandshebumed
Onherface,handsandlegs.Wetookhertoherhometown,Higashi-Sonogi-cho・ She
becamebadgraduallyandcouldn'thaveevenwarr. TYledoctorhadnothingtodo.
Onthewayfromthehospital, shewasinagomesofpain, thenshestopPedher
lxeathingonthebicycledrawncart.

No伽ngismorethancmelandmiserablethanwar. Tmnkingaboutthatthe
A-bombwasfallenoverthenon-soldiersandbroughtdeathandpaintothem,Ifeel
angryandsaddeeply・ IftheA-bombwerenotdropped, iftheylivedwithus, I
haven'thadpainsorsoIrowfmthesefOrtyyears． Ⅲthewarhadnothappened…I
wantedtoc[ytoremrnmyparentsandsister.

Nagasaki,3.0kmfmmgroundzero,Male,Age6
41-0015

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(34)-DiedofseriousblnnsonAug. 17
1．4kmhomhypocenter

(Father)

WewereinfOnnednomtherefilgeecenfrafter4or5daysandtookh肋tothe
house・ Hehadbumedalloverhisbody,andseriouslyhadburnedhomthet叩of
hisheadtotheankleonthebackandtherehadbeenmaggots・AsheaskedfOrwater,
wegavehnandhejustvomedsome伽ngyenow,andwecouldn'tdoany伽ng･
AtaroundlOo'clockmthemon血gofAugustl7,hesaid"Someonecomestome
totakemetotheheaven",andhedied.

Thoughlsawthehmriblescenescausedbyatomicbombmgwithmyowneyes,
Ican'texpresshowcmelitwas! Atthattime, thelBwasnocurefOrsuchserious
burns・ Peoplediedwithregretandp&血s,andthebereavedfamilieshavebeenfOrced
tolivehardlives, too. Asmyfatherwasamainstayinmyfamny, Iguessmy
motherhasbeenmoreshockedthancmldren・ Thinkingwhatahardlifeshehaslived
withsolrowfOrthesefmtyyears,Idon'tknowhowlcanconsoleher.
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NagasalKi,1．51Kmhomgroundzero,Female,Agel5
14-5001

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(44)-CmshedandbunedtodeathonAug.9
1.4kmfiPomhypocenCr

2)Mother(44)一Sameasabove

3)Elderbrother(19)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 18
1.4kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Hedidn'tgotoworkduetodenguefeverandstayedwithmymotherandmy
elderbrotherathomeinTakenokubo-machiinNagasakiCity. Onlymybrothercould
escape, andheconectedthebonesofmyparentswiththeourfather'scomrades3
dayslater.

(Mother)
ThesameasFather.

(Elderbrother)

HegraduallybecamebadanddiedinpainonthelOtllday・Hisskinandmouth
wasdecayed. Ashewasmadfinally,Iwasscared.

Ilostmyparentsandsawmybrother'scmeldeathmmygirmooddays.Nohng
canconsoleme・Bemgovertheiragesnow,Ihaveknownwhatmanythmgstheyhad
thoughtandwantedtosay.
I,evenonlyone,wassadandsorrowfUl・Manypeoplediedwithregret,and

manybereavedcan'tfOrgettheirsolTowlikeme.A-bombbroughtfmblysorrowand
sufferingtosomanypeople. Ireallyhopetheabolitionofnuclearisrealizedinnear
fUmre.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafierthebomb,Female,Agel6
42-1033

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(47)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 19
0.2kmfromhypocenfr

(Father)

Aftergomgbackhome,hecouldn'teatanddrinkanythingandseemedtochoke
andwassufferedfromdiarrhearepeatedly・Wehadnothingtohelpmspainlessened.
Onlythmgwecandowastosnuggleclosetohimandsaytohn"Hangmthere!".
AffrkeepinghnselfmsuchconditionfOrtendays,hebreathedhislastwithvacant
eyes.

Father'sdeathgaveusgreatsorrow, fear,andanxiety. AIso,wehadtowony
aboutourlivmgfromtomorrow,ashehadbeentheomyonetosupportour伽nily.

Atthattime,wehadnotimetobesadbecausewemanagedtolivedaybyday
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mthedisordercausedbydefe飢Lookmgbackthosedays,Ieelit'sincrediblewe
couldsmviveundersucha[mblecondition. Andlcan'thelpthinkingifhewere
alive…..HewasadomgfatherandloOkingfOrwardtothefUmreofoursisters. But
heneverreturnedtous.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel9
42-0798

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(15)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug、 19
Distancefromhypocenfr-unknown

2)Elderbrother(27)-DiedofasicknessonOct.6

Enteredthecityaffrthebomb
(Youngersister)
Afterbombing,myyoungersistercrawledoutbyherselfandwentintotheair

raidshelter,andhadbeenunconscioustherefOrfivedays. Inthemommgofthesixth
day，shebecameconsciousbyloudvoiceasking，'anyonehere？Ⅷ，andwassavedby
therescueteam. ShewascarriedtotheschoolinlsahayaCitytogetcuresfOrinjmy
onheadandburns・ ItwasoneweeklaCrthatlwasinfmmedabouther・ Ibrought
themedicinetohersoon・ Shehadherheadcutlikelargerentwheretheperiosteum
wasseen,andtherewerell3maggots.Ipickedoutthosemaggotsonebyonewith
tweezersandappliedomtmentthere,andappliedcompressfOrbums・ Shesaid''Ifeel
muchbetter''andsheslept・ ShewOkeupaffrhomsandsaid, "Iknowlamgoing
todiesoon・ Iwanttodieonthetatamimat.'' IlookedfOrtheroomhereandthere,

andmanagedtogetinfonnationthattherewereavailablespacefmonepersonmthe
resorthouseownedbyacompany. Iputherontheboardandcarriedthereataround
60'clockmtheeveningandshediedat3:30a．m.midnight.

BefOredeath,shesaid, "Themembersofwomen'sclubmlsahayatookcaleof
me. Pleasetellthemmythanks.'! Also, said''Araccooncomestotakkemetothe
heaven. Hebeckonsmetocomenearerovermyhead. Oh,herecomesafOx,too.
Ihaveasplittingheadache."Then, shebreathedher last.

IfIcouldhavefindherearlier, Icouldhavetreatedherinjuryandburns,and
curedfOrthemtemalbleedingfromherixeasttostomachcausedbybnlise・ Ireally
regret・ Hshecouldhavegotthecureeaxlier,shemight havebeenalive.

Wheneverlthinkaboutthat,Iamsad・ IneverfOIgetmypitifUlsisfr.

Nagasaki,2.0kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age4
42-0819

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(9)-Kmledbythebombon'Aug.9
1．5kmhomhypocenCr
RemainsfOund

2)Elderbrother(7)-Sameasabove
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3)Grandfather(63)-DiedofseriousburnsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 11
2.0kmfifomhypocenter

4)Grandmother(56)-DiedofseriousbumsandatomcdiseaseonAug. 13
2．Okmfromhypocenter

5)Mother(30)－ⅨedofseriousbumsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 16
2．Okmfromhypocenter
AshesfOund

6)Youngersister(1)一DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.20
1.8kmfromhypocenter

(Mother)
Shehadseriouslyburnedandacuratomicdisease, andwascalriedtothe

temporarymedicalcenterfOratomicdiseasevictims(ex-annsmanufacmringfactory).
Shediedthere.

(Elderbrother[1])
Theairraidalannwaslifted.HewasbombedrightafterhewentonerrandfOr

Grandfather,andhedied.

(Elderbrother[2])
HewentonelTandwithhiselderbrother,andwasbombedanddied.

(Grandfather)
Hewas

gandmother.
bombedwhenhewasweedingmpaddyfieldwithmymomerand
Hediedofseriouslybumsandatomicdiseaseathome.

(Grandmother)

Shewasbombedinthepaddyfieldwithmygrandfatherandmother・Shedied
atthermporarymedicalcenfr(Nagasakiarmmanufacmringfactory).

(Youngersister)
Whenweplayedtogetherathome,wewerebombed.

diseaseanddiedathome.

Shegottheacuteatomic
●

Ihadafamilyofeight,butonlymyfatherandlremained・ Istronglyaskto
returnmyfamnytome.

Sixof伽nilypeoplediedcmellyatatime・Whatasorrowmyfatherandlhave
had! Ican'tfOrgetthem. Iftheylived, ifallofourfamilywerealive,ifthatatomic
bombwerenotdr叩ped,whatahappyliveswelived. Iaskthenationtocompensate
thebereaved伽nnyatleast.

Nagasaki,1.5kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age21
41-0017

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(18)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0.6kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund
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2)Father(48)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug. 14
0.6km危omepicen[r
Ashesmmained

3)Youngersister(10)-Sameasabove
4)Youngerbrother(16)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug. 16

0．6kmfromepicenrr
Ashesremained

5)Mother(41)-DiedofseriousbumsonAug.20
0.6kmfromepicenter

(Father,YoungerlxotherandYoungersister[31)
HowlonghadllookedfOrmylostfather, ixotherandlimesister! Iwassoglad

tofindtheirwhereaboutsfromthelistsatthecityoffice・ Butwhenlwentmlxing
themhome,IfOundtheyhadalrteadybeenburied. Ileamedthattheyhadsuffered
homterriblebumsallovertheirbodies.

(Youngersister[1])
AnotheryoungersisCr,whowasathome,wascrushedunderthehouseandbumt

todeath. Igatheredherbonesatthesiteofthebumthouse.

(Mother)
Iwasabletofindmymother,whohadseriousbums,butlcouldnotgiveher

anymedicaltreatment. ShecouldeatnothinganddiedinagonyonAug、20.

Iwishlcouldhavelocatedthelostthreemuchearlier,atleastbefOretheywere

buried. Theyseemedtobemthesameroom.Mysisterdiedfirst, thenmyfather
andmylxotherwaslast.Myfathermusthavefelthelpless. Ipitymybrothermore
thananyoneelsewhenIthinkhowunbearablyharditmusthavebeenfOrhnto
watchthemdiebefOrehiseyes.

NagasalKi,3．OIKmfromgroundzero,Female,Age24
12-0260

Fam皿ymemberswhodied

1)Father(51)-DiedofseriousblnnsandatomicdiseaseonAug. 14
Atgroumzero

2)Mother-in-law(49)一DiedofatoncdiseaseonAug､20
Atgroundzero

(Father)

Iwaslivinginlsahayawheremyfather'sparent'shomewaslocated・Ontheday
oftheatomicbombing,IwenttoNagasakiCitymtakefOodtomyparents． Onthe
way,Ihaddroppedinatourrelative'splacemGoto-macm,whenthebombfell． I
wasnolongerabletovisitmyparent'shousesolretumedtolsahaya.

Threedayslater,myfatherwasbroughttoourplacemacartbymsfriendand
mymother.msclotilesweretornandhalfofhisfacewasbmntandsOre・Hewasn't
abletowalk. Thatnighttheysleptinanair-raidshelter. Thenextday,Imokh加
toourfamilydoctor,whoputhminthehospitalrightaway・ Onthefollowingday
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thedoctorleftfOrNagasaki. Hewaspartofrescuepartytogetherwiththesemor
nurses,soasubstitutedoctorandtheremaimngnursesgavehimtreatment・ Butthey
didnotseemtoknowwhattodowithoutanymedicine・ HesufferedfromawfUl
nausea,diarrheaandanextremelyhighfever・ Icoulddonotmngbutwanhmmlie
inhisbed. Ontheafternoonofthe4thday,hediedqUietlyasifacandlehadbeen
snuffedout.

(Mother-in-law)

Mymother-in-lawdidn'thaveanyapparentburns・ Shehadonlyasmallcuton
herfingertipmadebyapieceofbrokenglass. Shefelttoowearytositonthefloor
andalwayslaydown・ Purplespotsbegantoappearonherfaceandhands・ They
gaduallybecamelargerandlookedswollen.Theyswelledlikeabunchofbiggrapes.
Justbefmeherdeath,thoseswe皿mgsbrokeanddarkpuscameoutofthem・ Shemust
havehadsmallbumsonherskullwhenshedied,becauseafewmaggotswerefOund
inherh血．

Nagasaki,1．5kmh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel5
04-0354

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(48)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 16
0．5kmhomepicenter

2)Mother(40)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.20
1.0kmfromepicenter

(Father)

Myfatherlookedrelativelygoodwhenhecamebackhomeaffrthebomb・ But
whenhewalkedbackfromthehospital(400mefrs)hefendownandhadtos町、
bed・ HewasclearlyconsciousuntilhediedthefOllowingday, sufferingfrom
diaIThea.

(Mother)

MymotherwasoutsideatthetimeoftheAtomicBombandwasburnedallover
herbody. Shecouldn'teatanythingbutmvedonpearjuiceandhotwaterunmAug.
20．Herconsciousnesswasclear,butshelosthersightcompleMy・Maggotswereall
overherbodyevenbefOreshedied.

Ithoughtmyfatherwouldbeallrightbuthediedsuddenly. Itmaybebecause
hewasexposedtotheAtomicBombatcloserange.

AlthoughmymotherwasmsuchatelTiblecondition, shekeptwoITymgabout
uschildren. Recallingthosedaysstinmakesmecry・ SuchadisasCrshouldnever
happenagain.
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Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Agel7
42.0675

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(48)－ⅨedofseriousbumsonAug.21
0．5－1．Okmfromepicenter

(Mother)
Whenmymotherdied,IwasmNagasakibutlcouldn'tgethomeastherewas

noboatgoingthere・Whenlarrivedhomethenextday,herfUneralhadalreadytaken
place・Myfatherandbrothertoldmetheupperhalfofherbodywasnriblybumed.
AstherewasnomedicmefOrher, theycouldonlyapplymashedpumpkinanda
bandagetoherbuns.Theysaidshelookedlikeshewasinterriblepainw汕曲eskin
danglmgdownandthefleshshowing.Ilearnedthatshehadsufferedthroughouther
lasttendays. JustbefOreherdeath, shewrithedinpain,rantingandravmg

IhadappliedandenfredthepreparatoryAirFm℃e. Iwasnamedasoneofthe
membersofaspecialattackcorpsmApril l945・ Whilelwasbemgtramedm
Nagasaki,thewarended.Mymother,wholivedthroughthewholewar,sufferedfrom
theAtomicBombanddied. However,IwasdestinedtodiemasuicidesqUadbut

Isulvived. Iwasreallymadatthisirony・ Ikilledtimeabsent-mmdedlyorreacted
withragebecauseIdidn'tknowwherBandhowmexpressmyangerfmafewmonths
aftertheendofthewar.HowmanytimesdidIstandmfromofmymother'stomb,
withadesiretodigheroutandseeher!Wheneverl伽nkofit,Ismlfeelangry.
Itis40yearssmceshedied,butIsdllfeelasifitwereonlyyesterday.

Nagasaki,3．0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel4
14-2305

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(42)-DiedofseriousbumsandatomicdiseaseonAug.22
1.0kmfromepicenter

(Father)
Thmeedaysaftertheatomicbombwasdropped,wefmallyfOundandre5cUedmy

father・Hewasunderthefallenpostsofthecompanybuildingwhereheworked･JUst
befOIehedied,healmostsuffOCatedbecauseofbloodclotsandhelostmuchh血．
WepiledupwoodtakkenhPomthefieldandthewhOle伽nilywatchedhimcremafd.
MyfatherWasbomml875butldon'tknowmsdateofbirthclearlybecauseIwas
littlewhenhedied.

IwonderwhyinnocentpeoplelikemyfatherhadtosufferhomSUCharmlle
eVent・ IfeltvrysrryfOrh血． Itseemslikeamiraclethatlwasabletosurvive
althoughagreamumberofpeople,mcludingourneighborsandfriends,died.
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Nagasaki,1．OIKmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Age8
13-53-017

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(55)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
0.4kmfromepicenter
NeverfOund

2)Elderbrother(12)-CmshedandburnedtodeathonAug.9
0.7kmfromepicenter

3)Eldersisrr(21)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.23
0．7km廿omepicenter

(Father)

Myfather,acarpenter,sufferedfromtheAtomicBombwhileoutside・Wewere
notabletofindhisdeadbody・ Istillwonderwhyhislifehadtoendlikethat.

(Oldersister)

Eventhoughshewassufferingfromatomicdisease,myeldersisterusedto
preparemealsfOrheryoungersisterandbrother. Irememberalotofherhaircame
out,soshecookedwearingapieceofFuroshikiclothoverherheadasascarfsomat
herhairwouldnotfallonthefOod.

(Omerbrother)

Myelderbrotherdied,cmshedunderthefallenpostsofthehouse・Wecouldn't
findhisremains.

Iwasonly8andtoosmalltodoanythmgfOrthem,andisstillmakesmesad.
Oneday,allofasudden,Ilostthreemembersofmy伽nny・Myfather, sisterand
brotherarealwaysinmyheart.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Age31
42-0948

Familymemberwhodied

1)Youngersister(28)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAu9.23
2．0kmfromepicenter

(Youngersister)

JuStwhenmyyoungersisterwentoutofthehousemTakenokubo(2.0kmfrom
Wheretheatomicbombwasdropped),theatomicbombexploded.Asshewasbeside
mest9newallandoutside,shewasnotcmshedunderthecOllapsedhouse,butshewas
djrecdyexposedtoagxeatdealofradioactivity・ Shestayedovernightmanair-raid

●

shelCrintheneighborhoodandthenstayedatherfriend'shouserOrthenextfew
days.

AithoUghlxemmedfromSagaonthedayofthebombing,Iwasnotableto
enterthecity,solstayedovermghtatourlelative'shousein~Michmoo.Whenl
finallygothomethenextday,Aug． 10,IfOundourhouserazedandmysisterwas
missmg. Butafewdayslater,Ilearnedshewasatherfriend'splace・ Imovedher
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toourrelative'splacemHimi・ LaterwhenwemovedtoSagaonAug. 16,shewas
inaveryseriousconditionsolputhermtheSagaHospital・ Thedoctorsdidn't
knowhowtotreather・ ShediedonAug、 23withoutanymedicme, orblood
transfUsionsoranytreatmentwhatsoever. Shesufferedfrombleeding,depnationand
emaciation.

Whydidshehavetosuffersuchtonnents？Thisisbeyonddescription。

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age20
22JO311 - - -

Familymemberswhodied

1)EmersisCr(24)-Diedofserious町mesonAug. 18
1.0kmhomepicemer

2)Fther(56)一ⅨedofseriousinjuriesinAugust
l・Okmfromepicenter

(Father)
WhilemyfatherwasmakingastorageroomfOrmysis妃r,msheadwascmshed

bythe allingbeams・Hsbrainwasdamaged・Weusedatoweltoholduphalfof
msskinthatwasdanghgdown・Wecarriedhnonastrerhertoourhousebut2
weekslaCrhedied.

(Eldersister)
Mysis"r'slegswerecrushedbythefallenbricksandshemeqfranticallytq

crawlOuthomunderthem, thusmaringsomefleshfromherlegs・ ShewasfOund
ga皿nginaditchnearherhouse. ShediedlOdayslar.

Everyonefeelssadifanymemberoftheirfamilydies,ofanillIrssorfrom.a
wound・ Solamverymdignantthatourpreciouslivesweretakenwhile3thomem
Japan,becausewewerenormilitarypersonnel. Thepeople_mchargeatthemmtary
alithoritystartedthewarfOrtheirownbenefit・ Manype"leweresenttothefrom
oneafrranotherandwerekined.
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Motherandchildatan improvisedaccommodation
center，Painting:KAWAKAMIKizo,age40inl945.

Ⅲ1．DeathsbytheEndofAuguSt

Nagasaki,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Agel4
42-2236

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(0)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 12
1.0kmhomepicenter

2)Oldersister(16)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAu9.13
1.0kmfromepicenter

3)Mother(36)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.23
1.0kmfromepicenter

4)Youngerbrother(12)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.24
1．0kmfromepicenter

(Youngestbrother)

Myyoungestbrotherdiedwhenhewas6monthsold･ Hehadnoapparent
woundsandhewastoosmalltocomplainofanypain.

(Eldersister)
IfOundmysisterdeadonemorning. Shehadnowounds,either,

Ithinktheywerebothveryweakbutwedidn'ttakeitseriouslysinceeveryone
feltweakandwewerenotourselvesatthat time. Theysufferedfromtheatomic
bombwhileinthehouseandwererescuedfromthecollapsedhouse. Icouldn't
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understandwhytheydiedWithoutshowinganyex[rnalwounds.

(Mother)

MymotherbecameveryweakfromaboutAu9.20． Shebledhomhergumsand
hadsomepurplespotsonherbody・ Herconsciousnesswasclear・ Smallscratches
wereonherbody.

(Youngerbrother)

Myyoungerbl℃therwasseriouslywoundedbybrOkenglass.Hewastheworst
ofthe4membersofmyhnily・HealsobecameweakfromaboutAu9.20anddied
onAug、24.

Idon'thaveanywordstoexpressthosecmelties・血曲elarafternoononAug.
9,Igottothesirofourhouse・Wewereverygladtoknowwewereallwenexcept
welostourfather・Wehuggedeachother. Buttolosethemsosoonafterwards!

MymotherhadtocremateherchildrenbyherselfNobodycaneverunderstand
howshefeltaboutit・ ThenherownlifewastakenlOdayslater・ Ihavenowords
toexplesssuchatragedy・ Myyoungerbrothersaidangily, ''Therewasnoair-raid
wammg"・ Thosewordsstinlmgerinmyears.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafierthebomb,Female,Age36
42-2058

Familymemberswhodied

1)Olderbrother(50)-DiedofseriousinjUriesandbumsonAug､ 14
Distancefromepicenter-unknown

2)SisCr-m-law(48)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAug.26
DistancehomepicenCr-unknown

AlthoughmysisCr-m-lawwasbadlywoundedshebroughtmybromer(her
husband),onacart, tomyplaceinthelaraftemoononAug. 11.

(Elderbrother)

AsmybrotherwasserioUslyinjuredwedidn'tknowwhattodo@rhim・we
putmmmFujitaHospitalonthefOllowingday・ HeMptworrymgabouthisfamily,
talkinginadeliriumbecauseofhighfever. HediedonAug. 14.

(Sister-in-law)

Mysister-m-lawgotbumtandbadlyinjured. ShehadblackspOtsonherface
andconstantmghfever. Herlipsbecameswonenandtheysmckout・ Therewere
maggotsinherh血． Herfeatureswerenolongerthesameastheyusedtobe・ She
hadtogothroughsuchtonnentsalthoughshehadn'tdoneanythingwrong. Shedied
onAug、26． HowsrryIfeltfOrher!

IsupposeshefeltsometmngwaswrongM曲herfaceandshewantedtosee
herselfinthemirrm・ ButIcomdn'tletherseeherselfMymotherwasalso
evacuafdandStayedatmyplaceatthattime. ShebecameqUiCweakafrrmy
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motherdied.

Nagasaki,1．0kmhomgroundzero,Male,Agel8
17-0058

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(55)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug.27
2.Okmfromepicenter

(Father)

OnthedayoftheAtomicBombing,IwasworkingattheNagasakiArmsPlant.
Accordmgtomymother,myfatherwasupst血sinourhouse・ Hewasunderthe
beamofthehouseandhadmsannbroken. Helostthesightinoneeye. Hewas

givenfirst-aidtreanentatthehasaElementarySchool. Twodays larrhewas
evacuaCdtothesuburbs(MichiO)fromtheair-raidshelter. Therewasnoplaceto

givehnpropertreatmentsohewaitedinbedtodie.

Justrememberingmyfather, thesaddestthmgofallwasthatlcoulddono伽ng
butwaitfOrmsdeath,becausetherewasnoplacetogivehimanymedicaltreatment.
Anotherthingwasthatlhadtoevacuatehimaloneatnight.Manyotherpeoplemay
haveexperiencedthatalsoatUlat time・ Iaskedthepeoplenearbytocarrymy
father'sbodytotheplacefbrcremationandlcollecfdthefirewood. Additionally,
Ihadtogatherfallenleavesanddeadbranchesfromthemountainandhadtopoke
athisdeadbodytomakeitbummorequicmy.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age36
42-1848

Familymemberswhodied

1)Thirddaughter(7)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
0．5kmfromepicenter
AshesfOund

2)Fourthdaughter(4)-Sameasabove
3)Eldestson(14)-DiedonAug. 16.Causeofdeath-unknown.

0.5kmfromepicenter
Ashesremained

4)Seconddaughfr(9)－ⅨedonAug. 18.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0.5kmhomepicenter

5)FifthdaughCr(1)-DiedonAug､25.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．5kmfromepicenter

6)Wife(35)－ⅨedonAug.28.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．5kmhomepicenfr

7)Notgiven(12)-DiedonAug.28.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0．5kmfromepicenter

Myyoungermotherandhis伽nilyclema[dmythreecmldren、 Icamebackto
Nagasakiafterwardsandcremardtherestofthe伽nilywhohaddied・ Iwastoo
distressedtocry.

‐ 173‐



(Wife)
Mywifegotinjuredandthewoundswereinfestedwithmaggots. Shediedsoon

after・ Theeldestdaughrrlookedwenatfirstbutspotsbegantoappearonherbody
andshedied3dayslfr.

Ihadbeenwonderingallmylifewhylwaslefttolive･ Fmally,Iwasableto
understandthatitwasHeaven'swintoallowmetoholdaservicefOrmyfamily,and
Ibegantopunmyselftogether.

NagasalKi,3.OIKmfmmgroundzero,Male,Agel4
13-53-034

Familymemberswhodied

1)Elderbrother(16)-KmedbythebombonAug.9
0.3kmfromgroundzerO
NeverfOund

2)Mother(27)－ⅨedofatoncdiseaseonAug.29
1．5kmfromhypocenter

(Elderbrother)

Hewaskilledbydixectbombingduringwork. Latermyfathervisitedthesif,
heardwhatactuallyhappenedthatdayhompeopleconcemed, thengatheredremains
ofthebonesfromaroundthespotwherehissonhadbeenanddividedthembetween
fiveorsixpe叩le.

(Mother)

ShediedonAugust29th,affrtwentydaysofagony． A肋oughrightafCrthe
bombingshehadnovisiblewounds,herwholebodyeventuallyturnedpurplewithred
spotsappearinglateron． Shediedgoamngwithpain.

Nagasaki,1.0IEmhomgroundzero,Male,Age31
04-0708

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mece(Age-unknown)-DiedonAug､ 10.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Distancehomepicenfr-notknown.

2)Mece(Age-unknown)-Sameasabove
3)Wife(23)－ⅨedofseriousinjuriesandbumsonAug.30

0.8kmhomgroundzero

OnAugust9, justafterthebombmg,mymecesandmywifeWerelymgat
Takenokubo-cho, seriouslywoundedandbumed・ Therescuepartyhomthefize
brigadeofSmmabarapassedussayingthattheywmretum,andwentfUrthernorm．
Theydidn'tcomebackWespentthenighttherewithoutshelCr.

"ThenextmomingonthelOth,around8o'clock,mysiSter'sdaUghter(1)diCd,
andmysisfr'sseconddaughter(2),whowasevacuatedfromthemeqicalumversity,
diedontheslopeofthehm・ Bothbodieswerecrematedsidebyside.
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MywifewastakentoatemplecalledYokokUji,AmibaAvenueonthemoming
ofAugustlO.Mostoftheinjuredtherejustawaifddeath.

Itwasreallyasadsight toseethesmall sistersdieonthesamedayand
crematedsidebyside.

Theprohibitionofnuclearbombsisthestrongestdesireofhumamty. Never
againshouldtheybeused.

OmyaftertwomonthsofourmalTiage,weweleseparatedbyherdeath.Nothing
canreducetheanguishlfeel. ForthebenefitofthefUtuegeneration, Istrongly
demandtheabolitionofallatomicweapons fromthefaceofthisear曲． Iam
determmedtogivemylifeandeverythingelseifnecessaryfOrthisend.

WhenlwenttotheUmtedStatestoatCndtheUmfdNationsSecondGeneral

Assembly, Icriedout ''Pleasegivemebackmywife! Pleasegivemebackmy
health!"

Nagasaki,2.Okmh･omgroundzero,Female,Agel2
40-0708

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(3)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug. 12
1.8kmfromgroundzero

2)Youngerbrother(6)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.30
1．8kmfromepicenter

(Youngerbrother)
Atnightmtheairraidshelter,mybrother(1)diedinhismother'sarmsasif

fallingasleep.

(Youngerbrother)

Brother(2)hadtelTiblebumsinthehead,face,armsandabdomen. For21days
hecliedinpaindrmkingomywater.

Thedeathsoftheseinnocentchildrenweresomel℃iless,andlcoulddonothing
tohelpthem.

Nagasaki,3.0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age20
22-0183

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(45)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.30
1.0kmfromgroundzero

(Mother)

OnAugust9,shetookshelterinacavenearmyhouseassoonassheheardthe
soundoftheplaneapproaching, soshemiraculouslyescapedmstantdeam． Butafter
setthngdownonthesecondfloorroomwerentedinKikitsu,shebecamesick・ Two
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or threedayslaCr, avillagedoctorcameandonlyprescribedmedicinefOrthe
stomach. Shebegancomplainmgterriblepainandnauseamthebreast,beggedusm
cutherchestwithaknife,becausetheagonywassounbearable.Graduallyherface
becamedistIrdandbloardlikeafrightfUlghostoutofthisworld・Anherh血mu
off,herbodywascoveredbypurplespotslikesmallbeans・Anyonewouldaverttheir
eyesfromtmssight・ Itseemedasthoughherwholebodyrottedalive.

Idaresayonecan'thelpsoldiersdieat thebattlefiPont. Butwhyshouma
humblewomanwhoworkedandlivedhonesdythroughpovertyanddidnothmgbad
伽ringherlifemeetsuchhorrifymgdeath？Never,neveragainshould曲e帥omic
bombbedroppedonanypartoftheear曲．

Nagasaki,2．0kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age28
42-0875

Famnymemberwhodied

1)Seconddaughfr(3)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug.31
1.8kmhomgroundrro

(Seconddaughter)
ThereWerenoexternalwoundsorbums,butshediedfromrespiratorytrouble

duetoradioactivity. Herabdomenbecametemblybloated.

Toloseacmldisworsethananythingonearth. IfithadnotbeenfOrthiswar,
Iwouldn'thavelostmypreciouschnd.

NagasalKi,1．5kmfmmzero,Female,Age9
13-29-024

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(18)-DiedofseriousburnsinAugust
0.8kmfifomgroundzero

(Elderbrother)
MybrotherwassoseriouslybumedthathebecamementallydemngedqlletoUle

pain,andmtheendhewasmumblmg, ''ForWardmarch…attack!i' Hewouldnotlie
Sml, sohisannsandfeethadtobetiedtothebedpostsunmdeathcame.

Mymotherandmyeldersisterwereathissidewhenhedied・Mymothernever
fOrgotherson，ssufferinguntilthetimeofherdeath・ Peopleo伽nheardhersaymg，
''ifonlyhewe肥血ve…!', ''ifomyhehadnotdied…11 o
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IV･DeathSbytheEndofl%S

Nagasaki,3．0kmhomgroundzero,Male,Agel3
42-2141

Familymemberwhodied

1)Eldersisrr(16)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept. 1
1．Okmfromgroundzero

(Eldersister)

Whenshereturnedhomethreedaysafterthebombmg,shehadminorwoundsand
hadonlytotakeaweek'srest. Butgraduallyherconditionbecameworse,andonthe
dayshedied,shebledmuchfromthenoseandmouthunmherlastbreath. Icannot
fOrgetthosedayswhenwejustwatchedandwaitedfOrhertodie. No伽ngwecan
donowwillbrmgherback.

Nagasaki,1.5kmfh･0mgroundzero,Female,Agel5
40-0727

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngerbrother(12)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandburnsonAu9.9
0．15kmfromgroundzero

2)Youngerbrother(9)-KnledbythebombonAug.9
0．15kmfromgroundzero
NeverfOund

3)Mother(39)-Diedofseriousinjmes,burnsandatomicdiseaseonAu9. 14
0．15kmfromepicenter

4)Father(45)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept､3
0．2kmfromepicenter

(Youngerbrother[1])
Hewasinthehouseatthetimeofthebombing・ Duetofatalwoundshedied

thatverydaybyevenmg,withoutanymedicaltreatment.Therewasnotmngwecould
dofOrh加．

(Youngerbrother[2])
Hewasoutsideatthattimeandwedonotknowwhereorhowhedied・ His

bodyhasnotbeenfOund.

(Father)

25daysafterthebombing,hesuffereddialTheawithbloodinthestools.Healso
vomitedblood,hehadnoappetiCatallandhishairfellout・ Hisbodywascovered
withspots,andwhenhediedpartsofhisbodyhadbecomediscolored.

(Mother)

Shewastakentofirstaidcampbecauseofherseriouswoundsandterribleburns.
hspiteofmedicaltreatment,shewentthroughagonytillherdeath,andallthattime
sheconstandyworriedfOrherbaby.
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Iwasalsobadlywounded,andcoumnotmoveaninch. SincemysuIvivalitself
Fas4_miracle,IWesumbletodoanythmgformyfamily. ButIstilllegretthatif
Icouldhavemovedmybodylcouldhavedonesomehngfmthem,eveniftheresult
shouldbethesame・ IfthewarhadbeenconcludedbythegovemmentonAugust6,
thedaytheA-bombwasdroppedonH加shima,thebombmgofNagasakiwouldhave
beenavoided. Itremblewithangerwhenlthinkofthat.

Nagasaki,1.01Kmfhoomgroundzero,Female,Agell
42-2133

Familymemberswhodied

1)Father(44)-Cmshed,injuedandbmnedtodeathonAug､9
0．7kmhomgroundzero
RemainsfOund

2)Elderbrother(17)-DiedonAug､9.Causeofdeath-notknown.
Dislancefromepicenter-notknown

3)Eldersisfr(15)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandbumsonAug.9
0．7kmfromepicenter

4)Youngersister(9)-Sameasabove
5)Youngersister(7)-KilledbythebombonAug.9

0．7kmhomepicenter
NeverfOund

6)Youngerbrother(4)-Sameasabove

7)Youngersister(2)-KilledbythebombonAug.9
0，7kmfromepicenter
RemainsfOund

8)Mother(44)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandbumsonSept.4
0．7kmfromepicenter

(Father)

Hediedintembleagonyduetobumsandwounds.

(Mother)

Shediedmtheair-raidshelrrinSakamoto-macm,withnoonetonurseher・h
theendshelosthersensesanddied.

(Elderbrother)

Hisbodyhasnotbeenrecovered,Idonltknowwhathappeneatohim.

(Eldersister)

Withherfacedistor[dbeyondrecogmtionshewrithedinpaintillthelast.

(Youngersister[4])

Likemyeldersisfrandmother, shewrithedwithpamanddied.

(Youngersister[5])
Idon'tknowwhatbecameofher,andherbodyhasnotbeenrecovered.
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(Youngerbrother[6])
Idon'tknowwherehedied,justlikemyyoungersister.

(Youngersister[7])
Ijustsawhercorpse.

Iwasinastateofshockatthattime,unabletotmnkofanythmg・ Icriedevery

day,wonderingwhylwastheonlyonetosulvive・ Iwanttocryout, 'iReturnmy
sisCrsandbrothers,mymotherandfather!!!

Nagasaki,3.0kmfh･omgroundzero,Male,Age43
42-2207

Familymemberswhodied

1)Wife(42)-CrushedandburnedtodeathonAug.9
0.6kmfromgfoundzero
AshesfOund

2)Eldestdaughter(12)-Sameasabove
3)Secondson(3)-Sameasabove
4)Eldestson(7)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.6

0．6kmfromgroundzero
5)Seconddaughter(5)-Sameasabove

(Eldestsonandseconddaughter)
Onemonthaferthebombing, theirhairstartedtofalloff, theycomplainedof

stomachache,andwrithedfromsharppainfOrdays. Purplespotsappearedontheir
faces・ Theylosttheireyesightanddisturbanceofthebrainstarfd・ Theycriedout
fOrtheirmother,whowasalreadydead,butlcouldnotanswerthem,sochokedwith
emotion・ Gradually,bloodvesselsbeganpealingoffthegumslikepiecesofthreads.
Thegumsalsostartedtorotandteethdroppedoutanddeathcame・Whatwordscan
expressthedeepsorrowandanguishlfelt!

Nagasaki,2．0kmfhoomgroundzero,Female,Agel
42-2011

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(Age-unknown)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.6
1.4kmfromgoundzero

(Father)
HeevacuatedtoSagaafterthebombing． Fromthe23rdofAugust,hish血

startedtofalloutandhesufferedfromheavydiarrhea. Hewasput inSaga
PrefecmralHospitalandreceivedblood廿ansfUsionshomrelatives.Butwithincreased
painheslashedaroundinagonycryingout,"Bringmeaknife! Ihavetokin
myself!'' Hewaslikeaninsanepersonatthetimeofhisdeath.
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Nagasaki,3．0kmfi･0mgrOundzerO,Male,Agel4
42-1004

Familymemberwhodied

1)Elderbrother(16)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.8
2.0kmhPomgroundzero

(Elderbrother)
Foraweekorsoheseemedwenandledanonnallife,butonedayhefen

unconsciousanddied.

Mygriefwasgreattolosemybrothersosuddenlybytheeffectsoftheatomic
bomb・ Ihatewarfromthebottomofmyheart.

Nagasaki,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Male,Age30
42-0870

Familymemberwhodied

1)Wife(24)－ⅨedofatomicdiseaseonSept.9
3.0kmhomgoundzero

(Wife)

About twoweeksafterthebombmg,herhairstartedtofalloutandspots
appearedonherskin・ Shecomplainedofherabnonnalconditionandoneweeklater
shebegantovomitblood・ Shebecameveryweakandjustonemonthafterthe
A-bombing,onSeptember9,shediedfromtheso-calledhrddegreeatomicsymptom.

Aslhavewritrnabove,mywifediedafterlongandunbearableagony・Wehad
noinfonnationatallaboutatomicsymptomSatthattime. Eventheneighboring
doctorwhocametoseehercouldnotdiagnosehercondition,sowecoulddonothing
buttowatchhersufferanddie・Wedidn'tknowwhattodoatthattime,butasone

ofthosewhohaveexperiencedtheatomicbomb,IfeeldeephatredtowardstheUnited
StatesfOrusingthebomb・Atthesametime,IstronglywanttoreproachtheJapanese
governmentfOrnotenactingtheHibakushaAidLawastmsdayfOrthesurvivorswho
hadtogothroughsuchrmblesuffering.

Nagasaki,1.5IKmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel8
42-0743

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(14)一ⅨedofseriousburnsonAug.9
1.2kmfromgoundzero

2)Youngerbrother(6)-Seriouslyinjured,crushedmdbmnedmdethonAug.9
1．2kmhom厚ound"ro

3)Aunt(27)一SeriouslyburnedandcrushedtodeathonAug.9
1．2kmhomgoundzero
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4)Cousm(3)-SeriouslybumedandcmshedtodeathonAug.9
1．2kmfromgroundzero

5)Youngerbrother(3)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug､ 12
1.2kmfromepicenter

6)Cousm(12)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug. 16
1．2kmfromepicenter

7)Famer(45)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiseaseonAug.28
1.2kmfromepicenter

8)Cousm(5)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonSept. 1
1.2kmfromepicenter

9)Grandmother(70)-DiedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdiseaseonSept.9
1.2kmfromgroundzero

10)Youngersister(16)-Diedofseriousinjuriesandatomicdisease
onSept. 10
1.2kmfromgroundzero

AnmembersofmyfamilyandrelativesweretheviCt伽sofdirectbombing,so
theyalldiedinthesameway. Althoughtherescueteamcamearoundmthedebris,
Iknownowthat theirhelpwasquiteinsufficient・ Eventhosetakentohospital
receivedinjecdonswhichcausedinstantdiscoloringandspots・ Becausetheyremained
consciousti皿曲elastmoment, theysufferedgreatlyfromfeverandothersymptoms.

DuringthesefOrtyyears,Ihaveconsideredcommittingsuicidemanytmes. But
thethoughtthatnobodywouldrememberthedeadandtakecareoftheirgravesifl
amgonestoppedmeeverytime. ItisreallyawonderthatIalonesurvived. But
wheneverlamsickorhavmgahardtime,Iwishthatatleastoneofmysisterscould
havesurvived・ EvenfOrtyyearsaftertheirdeath,tomemyfatherisstin45yearsold
attheprimeofhislife,andmysisterarosebud, stillalitdebittooearlytofallm
Iove.WhenIthinkofthemthisway,Ifeelreallysadandangry.

Nowlam58yearsold. I smcerelywishfOrthetotalabolitionofnuclear
weaponsandtheenactmentofcompensationfOrthebereavedfamiliesberealizedwhile
Iamstinalive. Ineverwanttoexperiencewaragain.

Nagasaki,3.0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel
ll-0177

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(Age-unknown)-DiedofseriousburnsonSept. 10
4．0kmfromepicenrr

(Father)

Mymothertoldmethatfatherhaddiedingreatagonyathome,sufferingfrom
seriousbumsfmaboutonemonth.

MyheartnearlybreakswheneverIthmkofmyfather.

WhenIheardfrommymotherthatfatherhadborngreatpainfromburnsover
hiswholebodytotheend,withoutmedicalcare,Ithinkthatthistragedyshouldnever
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berepeated・ Howsadpeoplearoundhimmusthavefelttoseehim! Iwi皿neVer
fOrgetfather'sandtheirpain.

Nagasaki,3.0kmhomgroundzero,Male,Agel8
40-0223

Fammymemberwhodied

1)Mother(57)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept. 13
2.0kmfromepicenter

(Mother)

Sheseemedtohavebeenexposedtotheradiationwhenshewalkedaround
UrakamiandcamebacktoOuradistrict(whereourhousewas). Thishappenedtwo
daysaftertheatomicbombing. Shesufferedhom stomach-ache, diarrheaand
hemafecia・ Shediedmgreatpain.

Atthattimenotenoughmedicalpeatmentwasgivenmthehospital・ Iregret
havmgbeenunablemgiveherenoughmedicalcale.

Nagasaki,1.5kmhomgroundzero,Female,Age4
23-0027

Familymemberswmdied

1)Youngersister(1)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
Distancefromhypocenter-notknown
Ashesremained

2)Mother(30)-Diedofseriousinjmes,bumsandatomicdiseaseonSept. 15
Distancefromhypocen[r-notknown

(YoungersisCr)
Shewasinslantlykilled,crushedunderafallenhousebytheblast.

(Mother)

Shenarrowlyescapeddeathinspiteofhavmgseriousburnsandinjuries. After
shemanagedtoreachKagoshima, shebecamesickanddiedinpain.

AfterMotherdied,myeldersisfrandl
stepmothergavebirthtotwogixis・ Wefelt
nuisancefOrher.

wereraisedbyourstepmother. My
verysad・ Wefelt likewewerea

NagasalKi,2.0kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age27
42-1353

Familymemberswhodied

1)Nephew(1)-CmshedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
1．3kmfromhypocenter

2)Youngersister(25)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonAug､29
1．3kmfromepicenter
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3)Mother(63)-DiedofatomicdiseaseandseriousbumsonSept.3
1．3kmfromhypocenter

4)Nephew(2)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.4
1.3kmfromhypocenter

5)Youngersister(19)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.5
1．3kmfromhypocenter

6)Father(57)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept､ 16
1．0kmfromhypocenter

(Father)
NotraceremainedofmsfOnnerface. Hisgumsdecayed.

(Mother)

Shediedingeatagony. Hermouthdecayedandshehadhighfever.

(Youngersister[2])
Shediedingreatpainandhergumsdecayed.

(Youngersister[5])
Shediedingreatpain・ Hergumsdecayedandshehadhighfever.

(Nephew[41)
Hedied,sufferingfromhighfever.

(Nephew[1])
Hewasblnnedtodeathunderafallenhouse. Neitherhisbodynorhisashes

werefOund.

Icoulddonothingforthosesix. Therewasnomedicmeorclothes. Asour
housewasburned,westayedatourrelative'shouse・Wordscannotexpressourgief
atseeingthemdieoneafteranother.

Ifitwerenow,wecouldhavehadfUneralselvicesfOrthem・ Butwecouldnot

doanythingatthattime. Iwishedlweredead.

Nagasaki,3.OIKmhomgroundzero,Female,Age24
42-2159

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(45)－ⅨedofseriousbumsandtheatomicdiseaseonSept. 16
0.5kmhomhypocenter

(Father)

JustbefOrehedied,helosthismindandshoutedthingsthatdidn'tmakesense.
Histongueswelledandturnedpurple,coveredwitheczema・ Icouldnotstopmy
tears,pullmgoutglassfragmentswhichstucktomybody.

Hewasareallygoodman・ Hedidn'thavemanypleasuresotherthandrinking
sakeatsuppertime. Hewasgenerous. Iregretverymuchthathehadtodiesucha
cnleldeath.Wheneverlrememberhisdeath, Inearlycry.
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Nagasaki,1．5kmfmmgroundzero,Female,Age22
28-0010

Famnymemberwhodied

1)Father(51)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.20
1.5kmfromhypocenter

(Father)

Thisisastorytoldbymyagedmotherwhohasabadmemory・ Onemonth
befOrehedied, sheknewthathewasstayingatKawadanaHospital. Myyounger
brotherwenttothehospitalandsawthathisfatherwasmgoodshape・ Hesaid,"As
myinjuryheals,Iwmgetoutofthehospitalsoon.IM皿wearthisshirtatthetime.''
Isometimeswenttothehospital,bringinghimunbumedclothes. FivedaysbefOrehe
died,heswelledup. Heseemednottobehnselfandtalkedmadelirium・When
hedied,hewastooswonentoweartheshirtwhichhedecidedtoputonatthetime
ofleavingthehospital・ Somehoursafterhisdeath,warrdrainedfromhisbody.

Hemusthavehadagrudgeagainsttheatomicbomb. Butmsfacelookedas
calmasifheweresleepmg. Itwasaconsolationtousthatwecoumbereum[dand
gethisashes・WeareverysonyfOrthosewhocouldnotfindthebodiesoftheir
deadrelatives.

Anofour伽､皿ydependedonh加． Fatherwas transfelredhomKobeto
Hirosmmawheretherewerenorelatives・ Isupposehemusthavefeltlonelyandhe
wenthoughhardships.Weregretthatwecouldnothavetl℃ardhimwithmore
tendercare・ Ialsoregetthatlcouldnotattendtohisdeathbedaslwasunableto
move.

Wheneverlgotdelicaciesanddeliciousfood,Ibecameanxioustomakemmeat
e

them.

NagasalKi,Enteredthecityafterthebomb,Female,Agel9
42-1950

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(54)-DiedofatoncdiseaseonSept.21
Enteredthecityafterthebomb

(Father)
Hisdeathwasnotregardedasanatomicdeath,butIbelievethecauseofhis

deathisrelardtotheatomic-bombing・Thosewhoweresufferinghomdiarrheawere
saidtohaveaninfectiousdiseasesuchastyphoid.Thedischargeofbloodyexcrement
continuedandspotsappearedalloverhisbody. Hecouldeatnohng. Atlasthe
diedmgreatpainonSeptember21.

Ifeel sorryfmthecrueldeathsofeachvictim. Icouldnot stopcrying,
Iememberinghundredsandthousandsofumdentifieddeadbodies.

Ireallyregretthathisdeathwasnotregardedasanatoncdeath.
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Nagasaki,1．Okmfromgroundzero,Female,Agel4
42-0823

Familymemberswhodied

1)Grandmother(84)-CrushedandbumedtodeathonAug.9
1.0kmfromhypocenter
Ashesremained

2)Father(51)-BlastedandseriouslyburnedtodeathonAug.9
1．0kmfromhypocenter

3)Mother(48)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.9
1.0kmfromhypocenter

4)Elderbrother(22)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug.9
1．Okmfromhypocenter

5)EldersisCr(19)-Cmshed, injuredandburnedtodeathonAug.9
1.0kmfromhypocenter

6)Eldersis[r(17)-CmshedandseriouslyburnedtodeathonAug.9
1．0kmfromhypocenter

7)Youngerbrother(12)-Crushed, injuredandburnedtodeathonAug.9
1．Okmfromhypocenrr

8)Youngerbrother(9)-Sameasabove
9)Youngersister(3)-Sameasabove
10)Eldersister'schild(3)-Sameasabove

11)Youngersister(7)-DiedofseriousinjuriesonAug. 16
1．0kmfromhypocenter

12)Eldersister(24)-DiedinSepCmber.Causeofdeath-unknown.
1.0kmfromhypocenter

(Grandmother)

Shewasburnedaliveunderafallenhouse・ Omyashesremained.

(Father)
Hesufferedfromseriousburnsoverhis

toseeanything・ Ididn'tknowhowtotreat
wholebody・ Heseemednottobeable
him・

(Eldersister[12])

Shewaspoisonedbygas・ AftershedeliveredababymSepCmber(date-
unknown), shedied.

Theircmeldeathsarebeyondmyabilitytoexplain. Iwasataloss,deprivedof
myfather,mother,brothersandsisters.

NagasalKi,2.0kmh･omgroundzero,Female,Age8
17-0008

Familymemberwhodied

1)Father(55)-DiedofseriousinjuriesinSepfmber
●

2．Okmfromthehypocenter
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(Father)

Hegotbnlisesoverhiswholebody,beingcrushedunderafanenhouse. No
treatmentwasgiventohimexceptfirstaid.Withhisfaceandbodystartingtodecay,
hediedingreatagony28daysaftertheatomicbombing.

Iwouldneverpem血actsofkillingoninnocentpe叩le.Howheregrettedhaving
hadtodieleavmgms伽nilybemnd! Icamotforgetmspain.Thehardshipsfamilies
experienced! Mymotherandelderbrothershadtogothroughtroublesthatwere
beyondexplanation・ Fathuwantedms伽nilytoliveanmdinarylife. Butthescars
whichwehavebornesincetheatomicbombinghavebecomedeeperyearbyye紅．

Nagasaki,3.0kmfromgroundzero,Female,Age35
43-0184

Familymemberswhodied

1)Mother(60)-DiedinAugust.Causeofdeath-unknown.
0.9kmfromhypocenter
NeverfOund

2)Youngersister(25)-DiedinAugust.Causeofdeath-unknown.
Atgroundzero
NeverfOund

3)Youngersister(19)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonOct.2
1．Okmfromhypocenter

(Motherandyoungersister[2])
TheirbodieswerenotfOund.

(Youngersister[3])

Partsofhermfstinesweredamagedbytheradiation．Nomedicaltreapnentwas
availablemthetemporaryaidstation. Shedied, saying!'Mybellyaches! Iwantto
gohome.'’

Aslwasoutsidethehousethatdayfmsomebusiness,Isurvived. IfIwereM曲
them,wecouldhavediedtogether・ Ihaveoftenwishedlweredead,butnowlhave
changedmymind. IthinkIshouldtenmyexperiencessowewinneverrepeatthis
tragedy.

Nagasaki,WentfOrrescue,Female,Agel4
42-0161

Familymemberwhodied

1)Mother(59)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonDec.24

Wentforrescueafterthebombing
(Mother)

Herbodyswelledup・ Shediedingeatpainwhichhadmcreaseddaybyday.

Thoughshewasmagony,therewasnowaytoreduceherpain・Atthattimewe
hadnoideaaboutherdisease， Iregretthatlcoulddonothingotherthanseemy
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youngmotherdie.

Nagasaki,3.OIKmfmmgroundzero,Female,Agel7
40-0654

Familymemberswhodied

1)Youngersister(12)-DiedofseriousburnsonAug.28
0.5kmfromhypocenter
Ashesremained

2)Youngerbrother(14)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.7
0.9kmfromhypocenrr

3)Youngerbrother(8)-DiedofatomicdiseaseonSept.7
0.5kmfromhypocenfr

4)Mother(39)－ⅨedonSept.9
0．5kmfromhypocenter

5)Father(42)-DiedofadiseaseonDec.25

1.0kmfromhypocenter

AnofthemwerehospitalizedatthehospitalinSagaPrefecture.

(Father)

Whenhestayedovemightonbusinessat thedonnitoryofthecompanym
Michinoo,hediedofheartfailure.

(Mother)

Shediedsuddenlyduringhersleep.

(Twoyoungerbrothers)
Theyvomitedblood. AftersufferingfOrlOdays, theydied・ Theirthroatswere

burnedblackandlookedlikeahoneycomb.Theirbodiesweredissectedandpreserved
infonnaldehyde.

(Youngersister)
Shediedofseriousburns.

●

Omyoungestbrothersuffeledtheatomicbombingattheageof2anddiedin
December, 1950. Thereseemedtobeaholeinthelowerpartofhisbackbone. Pus
drainedfromtheholeandthebackbonebent. Butthedoctordiagnosedthecauseof
hisdeathastuberculosis.

Tearsdidn'tcomeintomyeyeswhenmyparentsdied・ Onlyatearfendown
mycheek. Ifeltastronguneasinessratherthansadness. Iwasleftbehind・ Ididn't
die.Ididn'tknowwhattodo.Theymusthaveregfettedtheirsickness,becauseof
leavingtheirchildrenbehind. Theyleftchildrenagesl7, 16,9,5,4and2． Besides,
Icouldnotcookandlwasatalossatthattime.Thesmallchildrencouldn'tsaythat
theywerelonely・ Theylostthosewholovedthem・ Ishedtearswheneverlrecall
theiruneasiness.
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Myl6-year-oldbrotherwoIkedattheSmmenMimngCompanyanddugcoalm
amine. Acompany-ownedhousewasprovidedfOrus.We,6brothersandsisters
livedthere.Weomyhadapieceofanoldfiltonandsomeblankets.Wedi伽'thave
clothesfOrchanging. Ashewolkedatthemme,wecouldgetmuchcoalandlive
wanninwinter・Therewasnothmgmsidethehouseotherthanapanandanironpot.
VisitorsweresurmisedtoseefiveumswrappedwithwmEcloth,aswenastheir
memorialmbletscarriedonorangecratesmtwolmes.Whenwemovedtoanother
house,Iwalkedbearingfivemnsonmyback

Wheneverlrecallthesesmallbrothersandsisters,myheartaches・ Howlonely
theymusthavefelt,losmgtheirparents1 IIegretthatIdidn'tembracethemwannly.
IwanCdtoseemyyoungerbrothersandsisCrswhodied. Ialwaysapologizetothem
inmyheart,saying''I'msorry."

Isometimesseemyyoungerbrothersandsisterswhosurvived,butwedOn'ttalk
aboutthosedays・ Tearsalwayscomemmoureyesfirst.
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