
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Competent ly  p lanned by Dorothee-Eshin Takatsu ,  we walked the Kinubar iyama Hik ing Trai l ,  w i th 

numerous Edo-per iod J izō  s tatues,  and v iewed f ive of  the 24 J izōs of  the Kamakura 24-s i te  J izō  

Pi lgr image. Mark Schumacher  gave a broad in troductory lecture on J izō  in  Buddhis t  h istor ical  

context at  the top of  h ik ing course .  There we had refreshments against  the backdrop of  a 

panoramic v iew over  Kamakura.  The t ra i l  was very steep on way up.  We scaled the wel l - t rodden 

steps and managed the s l ippery par ts  as wel l .  Before descending we had lunch in  a therefore 

establ ished open a ir  space.  Those who had not  made acquaintance on the t ra i l  had opportuni ty to  

socia l ize and exchange informat ion and contact  detai ls .  On the way down the path wound 

reasonably gradual ,  and we reached the Sugimoto Dera Temple (Tendai)  see * below ,  the #4 & 

#6 of  the J izō  Pi lgr image.  

Mark cont inued expla in ing var ious aspects of  the J izo,  their  h istory and fo lk ta les.   

We vis i ted the Hokai j i  Temple (Tendai) ,  the #1 on the J izō  Pi lgr image t ra i l  and had c lose-up 

v iews of  the s tatues there.  We saw the Raikō j i  Temple (J i  sect,  Pure Land School) ,  the #2 of  the 

J izō  Pi lgr image, wi th  a specia l  permiss ion from the pr iest  whom Mark knows.  

The temple has a great  cemetery as wel l ,  wi th  many Edo-per iod statues,  inc luding modern ones 

of  the Mizuko J izō .  

Tak ing p ic tures  ins ide the temples  was not  a l lowed,  but  a  s l ide  show o f  photos  taken on the p i lgr image 

t ra i l  can be v iewed:  c l ick  here   

The Museum at  Tsurugaoka Hachimangu Shr ine wi th  a J izō  s tatue by famed Kamakura-era 

sculptor  Unkei  (#18 of  J izō  Pi lgr image)  le t  tour  members see great  statuary c lose-up.   

Some of  the par t ic ipants  choose to end the walk le isurely a long Kamakura's  main shopping s treet

and buy a souvenir  a t  the Buddha Statue Store la te af ternoon. 

            

 

The 24th day of  each month is  considered J izō 's  Ennichi  (縁日 ) .  This is  t ranslated as holy day, a  

monthly memoria l  day wi th spec ia l  s igni f icance to a part icu lar  Buddha or  Bodhisat tva.   

Saying prayers to  the dei ty on th is day is  bel ieved to br ing greater  mer i ts  and resul ts than on 

regular  days.  The Heian-era document Konjaku Monogatar i  (今昔物語 )  g ives J izō 's  Ennichi  as the 

24th day of  each month.  Even today, the annual  J izō  Bon (地蔵盆 )  r i tua l  (Confession to  J izō  

Ceremony)  is  he ld on August  24 at  numerous locat ions throughout Japan, dur ing which people 

confess the faul ts  they commit ted dur ing the year in  the hopes of  erasing bad karma, and to pray 

that  J izō  w i l l  grant  them longevi ty and protect  their  chi ldren.  

 

 

http://picasaweb.google.co.jp/globalzen.network/KamakuraJizoPilgrimage?feat=directlink#slideshow/5466205210470540562
http://horakuan.net/
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/resume-e.htm


 

 
↓Ref.  *2 above 

A br ie f  h is tory of  Hokai j i  

This temple belongs to the Tendai  school  of  Buddhism and 

is  named Kinryuzan-Shakumanin-Endon-Hokai j i .   

Hokai j i  was constructed in  1335 by order  of  Emperor  

Godaigo (1288-1339) ,  and founded by pr iest  Enkan-Echin 

J i i  (1281-1356),  preceptor  of  f ive emperors .  

This  s i te  was where the Komachi  res idence of  the Hojos,  

for  n ine generat ions to Takatok i ,  had been located unt i l  

th is  regent fami ly of  Kamakura government fe l l  in  May,  

1333. Emperor  Godaigo ordered Takauj i  Ashikaga to bui ld  

th is  temple for  the repose of  deceased Hojos.   

J i i  held a Kaidanin here,  a school  of  the Lotus doctr ine,  

Shingon myst ic ism, Zen medi ta t ion,  the Hinayana precept  

and Vinaya pract ices.  The Kaidanin was wel l  known as 

one of  the four scat tered in the county – three others  were 

in  Yakushi j i  o f  Kaga-Hakusan,  Tomyoj i  o f  Iyo and Chinkoj i  

of  Tsukushi .  Yuiken,  who succeeded J i i ,  enshr ined a 

Kanki tenson – Buddhist  image of  harmony. He also 

developed learning methods at  the Kaidanin and prayed 

exclus ively for  peace of  the country.   

In  1538, a l l  the edi f ices burnt  down. Tenkai ,  founder  of  

Kanei j i ,  requested Shogun Ieyasu Tokugawa in the 

beginning of  the Edo era that  Hokai j i  being an impor tant  

temple of  the Tendai  School  in  the Eastern par t  o f  the 

country should be of f ic ia l ly  supported and maintained.   
 


