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Norman James ANGUS
“Developments in the University of the Highlands and Islands”

The University of the Highlands and Islands, which received full university status in 2011, has
been active as an institute of higher education since 2001 and, with its unique collegiate structure
of 13 geographically disperse campuses, serves as the only university based in the Highlands of
Scotland. The University has attracted international attention for several reasons: firstly, for
bringing hi-tech tertiary education to isolated, low-population communities; for its work on
promoting the Gaelic language and Gaelic language-based education, but also for its success in
combining the academic with the vocational. It is also a pioneer within the UK with regard to
part-time students, with 65% of its student body full-time and 35% part-time. With over a
thousand courses now being offered, it is providing variety by taking advantage of its diverse
locations and their particularities. It is also empowering its local communities with specialists that
are trained for specific local needs. In the short space of its existence, its research has also gained
high evaluation, with 69% of research submitted for review achieving the two top grades: that is,
internationally excellent; or world leading. In this presentation, I will make an overview of the
University’ s history and achievements, and hope to show how it provides various keys for the

future of tertiary education around the globe.



